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12  A Birthday Message from the Commandant of the 
Marine Corps  Gen David H. Berger commemorates the 
245th Birthday of the Corps with his annual message to 
Marines across the globe.

22  “We Are Marines”  By Jim Lehrer  In celebration of 
the Marine Corps’ 245th Birthday, Leatherneck is publishing 
the speech that Jim Lehrer gave at the dedication of the 
National Museum of the Marine Corps on Nov. 10, 2006.

24  Operation Cannonball: Marine Aircraft Group 13 
Pioneers USMC Aerial Refueling  By William M. Helvey 
with LtCol Virgil “Duke” Brandon, USMC (Ret)
This article is based on the experiences of LtCol Brandon in 
the late 1950s and focuses on Marine Corps developments in 
aerial refueling. 

30  Your Voice, Your Story: Library of Congress’ 
Veterans History Project Collects, Preserves Firsthand 
Accounts of Service  By Sara W. Bock  Since 2000, the 
Library of Congress has collected veterans’ oral histories, 
photographs, journals and letters, which are preserved and 
archived among some of America’s most precious national 
treasures. 

36  History Flight: Until They All Come Home: 
History Flight is Dedicated to Locating, Excavating 
Remains of Missing Marines By Nancy S. Lichtman  
With excavation sites in Europe and in the Pacifi c, History 
Flight is a nonprofi t search and recovery organization with 
a 93 percent success rate of locating military personnel 
previously deemed unrecoverable.  

48  Football Phenoms: Corps Has Fielded Gridiron 
Greats By Keith Oliver  There are many Marines who served 
and saw combat in the Marine Corps before going on to 
play or coach football at the high school, collegiate and even 
professional levels. Read about some of the pigskin heroes 
and warrior-leaders in this article.

56  Free a Marine to Fight: The Silent Legacy of 
Sergeant Lena Riggi  By GySgt Alison V. Bardeguez, USMC  
This honorable mention article from the 2020 Leatherneck 
Writing Contest tells of the life of Sgt Riggi before, during 
and after she met the love of her life, GySgt John Basilone, 
Medal of Honor recipient.
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Letter of the Month
(Leatherneck will pay $25 for a “Sound 

Off Letter of the Month” submitted by an 
MCA&F member or provide a one-year 
courtesy subscription to a non-member 
whose letter is selected.)

At the suggestion of my friend, Major 
General Anthony Jackson, USMC (Ret), 
I am submitting the attached letter to 
you for consideration for publication. It 
was written by my father, Fiorenzo V. 
Lopardo, to his brother on Feb. 3, 1943, 
upon Dad’s completion of offi cer training 

school at Quantico and shortly before his 
assignment to the 28th Regiment, 5th 
Marine Division. 

The letter is both inspiring and pro-
phetic in its description of the courage 
of Marines despite anticipated casualties. 
Two years after writing the letter, Dad, 
a 25-year-old Harvard law student, took 
over as company commander of “Howe” 
Company, 3rd Bn, 28th Marines when its 
original CO was killed two weeks after 
landing on Iwo Jima. 

His company fought from Mount Suri-
bachi down through Bloody Gorge to the 
sea where the battle ended on March 25, 
1945. Of the original 240 men in the com-
pany, plus 120 replacements, Dad was one 
of only 11 who were not killed or wounded. 
As a whole, the 28th Regiment had gone 
into battle with 3,250 Marines of which 
89 offi cers and 3,287 enlisted men were 
killed or wounded [including replace-
ments], nearly 75 percent of the Regiment. 
That afternoon BGen Hermle, assistant 
commander, 5th Division, had the sur-
viv ing offi cers pose for a photo taken on 
Kitano Point, Hill 165, immediately above 
Bloody Gorge. 

After the war, Dad completed law 
school and worked as a trial lawyer until 
California Governor Ronald Reagan 
appointed him a Superior Court Judge 
in 1971. He served as a judge in different 
capacities for more than 25 years. 

I have the original of this photo hanging 
in my offi ce. Whenever I am feeling tired 

or frustrated with some overwhelming 
horrible problem, I look at this picture 
of eight Marines and realize I don’t have 
any problems whatsoever. 

Thank you for all you do for the 
Marines.

Stephen V. Lopardo
Fallbrook, Calif.

Well-Done 8th Tank Bn
I am requesting that in November 

2020, Leatherneck print a simple “Well-
Done” to the Marines and Sailors of the 
8th Tank Battalion, 4th Marine Division 
for their outstanding performance of duty 
during hostilities in Southwest Asia, in 
February 1991. The 1,031 Marines and 
17 Sailors representing 98 percent of the 
battalion’s roster were activated. On Nov. 
28 and 29, 1990, this battalion arrived at 
its initial staging area in Camp Lejeune, 
N.C., where it was augmented/attached 
to the 2nd Marine Division for eventual 
participation in combat operations in 
South West Asia. We departed Camp 
Lejeune, Dec. 21, 1990, for movement to 
Camp 15, Al Jubail, Saudi Arabia.

This battalion spearheaded breaching 
operations after a 70-mile road march 
from Camp 15 and occupied combat 
positions at al Kibrit while engaging 
Iraq armored units allowing elements 
of 2ndMarDiv and U.S. Tiger Brigade 
passage north at enemy strong points. 

The battalion received 53 main battle 
tanks (M60A1s) and an additional 23 

With Iwo Jima fi nally secured, commanders posed for a photo at Kitano Point, just 

above Bloody Gorge on March 25, 1945. From the left: Capt Robert Spangler, Capt 

Misty Rice, Maj Tolson Smoak, BGen Leo Hermle, Col Harry Liversedge, 1stLt Fiorenzo 

Lopardo, Maj Oscar Peatross and Lt Parker Stortz.

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 O
F

 S
T

E
P

H
E

N
 V

. 
L

O
P

A
R

D
O

FACEBOOK | www.facebook.com/
MarineCorpsAssociation

WAYS TO SOUND OFF
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LINKEDIN | www.linkedin.com/      
company/marine-corps-association

LETTERS | Leatherneck, Box 1775, 
Quantico, VA 22134

Fiorenzo V. Lopardo wrote a letter to his 

brother on Feb. 3, 1943, stating, “Most 

people think that the Marine Corps is 

a pretty good outfi t. Well I’m in it and I 

know damn well that it’s good. … Each 

day these kids are told that the Marines 

… fi ght against odds. They are told that 

1/3 of all Marines that have fought in 

the Solomons have been killed yet these 

kids keep right on—they never fl inch.” 

2        LEATHERNECK / NOVEMBER 2020 www.mca-marines.org/leatherneck

Sound Off Compiled by Patricia Everett

http://www.facebook.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/
https://mca-marines.org/leatherneck


ADD A

THE ORIGINAL B-15A FLIGHT JACKET was developed by the
U.S. Army Air Forces as an updated replacement for the earlier B-15 flight
jacket, and among the most well-loved by aviators in all branches of
service. Our replica of the 1946 issue B-15A Flight Jacket
has exacting features such as: cotton-canvas fabric,
quilted lining with Strategic Air Command print,
removable fur collar, knit waist and cuffs,
small leather accent on left and right chest,
bi-swing back, leather tabs for O2 tubes
and utility pocket on sleeve.
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OR, MAIL TO: Veterans Commemoratives™ P.O. Box 572, Valley Forge, PA 19481-0572

 0+� I wish to order my Vintage B-15A Flight Jacket with a FREE Military Service
Patch as follows: (Please include my FREE “Proud To Be A Veteran” Zipper Pull!)

",00 $-(-/., 1+0,!-*01'./*#�111 Marine Corps      Navy      Coast Guard

+-�0�1 (See chart above) S      M      LG      XL      2XL†

!-&/.�01	���.1"(-�#/1�.*�0/1�-/#1",001$-(-/., 1+0,!-*01'./*#��  . . . . . . . $     149.85

War Veteran Patch for right sleeve (Add $10)  . . . . . . . . . . . . $__________
WWII    Korea    Cold War    Vietnam    Desert Storm    Afghanistan    Iraq

American Flag Patch for left shoulder (Add $10)  . . . . . . . . . . $__________

†Size 2XL (Add $15) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $__________

Plus Shipping & Handling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $     19.95

TOTAL DUE:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $__________
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Enclosed is my check payable to Veterans Commemoratives for the Total Due

Charge my credit card for the Total Due

Charge my credit card in two equal interest-free monthly payments

*,0%-/1*.,%� Visa       MasterCard       AMEX       Discover

CC#: ____________________________________________  Exp. Date: ____ /______

Card Security Code (CSC):________   Signature: ______________________________

+#-''-&�1.%%,0++�1(We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes) Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 

Name ________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________ State_____ Zip ______________

Phone # (__________) __________________________________________________

Email ________________________________________________________________

ORDER TODAY & RECEIVE A

FREE ZIPPER PULL! 
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INCLUDING A FREE WOVEN SERVICE PATCH OF YOUR CHOICE

FLAG PATCH
FOR JUST

$10

PLUS

OPTIONAL

WAR 

VETERAN

PATCHES!

You may choose from WWII, Korea, Vietnam,
Desert Storm, Afghanistan, Iraq & Cold War.

NEW!

In case we have any questions about your order.

*Patches sold separately (not affixed to jacket.) 
Service Branch patches are purchased from Officially Licensed suppliers. © ICM 2020 R8640-LTN-1120

RECEIVE A FREE PATCH!*

Receive a FREE Marine Corps, Navy or
Coast Guard patch which you may affix
to the chest or sleeve of your jacket.

Available in sizes Small - 2XL†.

Thank you priced starting at just
$149.85, with an interest-free
payment plan available. (See order form.)

Satisfaction guaranteed or return
within 30 days for refund or
replacement - no questions asked!

ADD AN OPTIONAL WAR VETERAN PATCH

IF YOU WEAR 
THIS SIZE: 

34-36 38-40 42-44 46-48 50-52

ORDER THIS SIZE: S M L XL 2XL†S
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www.vetcom.com


M60A1s for breaching operations within 
II MEF’s area of operations. Although this 
doesn’t appear in any Gulf War history 
book, we proved invaluable in the historic 
success of coalition forces during Desert 
Shield/Desert Storm.

The list of fi rsts this battalion accom-
plished are too many to list here. The 
companies are: H&S Co, Rochester N.Y.; 
and Tank companies from: Columbia, 
S.C.; Tallahassee, Fla.; Syracuse, N.Y.; 
and Ft. Knox, Ky.; and Anti-Tank Tow 
Missile Co, Miami, Fla.

Michael D. Cavallaro
Rochester, N.Y.

Sound Off Letters Caught My Eye
I received the August Leatherneck

and upon reading it cover to cover, as 
usual, a couple of very interesting letters 
caught my eye. First, the Sound Off 
letter from a Colorado master sergeant. 
I do not agree with his comment about 
the Commandant’s feelings on the 
Confederate battle fl ag. The general has 
a whole lot of things on his plate and I 
applaud his handling of that matter. I think 
the “Top’s” opinion should have been kept 
in Colorado. 

The next letter that got my attention 
was “Refl ections.” I read it several times 
and the poem sure fi t me like a glove. The 
part that really got me was the last two 
lines which read: “That I was once a part 
of it, now it’s a part of me.” I left Vietnam 
in 1967 but it never left me and I’m still 
working at it. Thank you, Jay Massey, 

for submitting this poem dedicated to the 
Vietnam Veterans of VFW Post 4194 in 
Stuart, Fla. Thanks Leatherneck for the 
outstanding magazine.

Sgt Lee K. Boothby
Davenport, Fla.

Thank you for your reply to the letter 
about the Confederate fl ag. I’m sure it 
was not easy but that’s what Marines do. 
Leatherneck always makes me feel good 
every month especially the old Corps 
pieces.

One day I opened to a page and saw a 
picture of my dad in France during World 
War I. I got in touch with Master Guns Ron 
Keene, Associate Editor, Leatherneck, 
and he sent me a copy of the photo. 

Another time, Master Guns Keene 
printed a picture of my LVT and my note 
asking for help. I received a letter from a 
gunny at the test and experimental unit 
at Camp Del Mar telling me he had the 
okay from the commanding offi cer to 
make copies of all the manuals they had 
for LVT-P6. FMC built six LVT-P6 proto-
types. I worked on this same one in 1960. 
Two weeks later I had 40 pounds of 
manuals. It doesn’t get any better than that.

Thank you all for what you do. God 
bless those Marines and corpsmen that 
went down in that Amtrac a few weeks 
ago. Thank you for your service and 
telling it like it is.

Cpl A.A. Anderson
USMC, 1959-1963

Oakland, Calif.

Marines with Co A, 8th Tank Bn, originally from Syracuse, N.Y., commanded by 

then-Capt James Evan, in Al Kibrit, Southwest Asia, Feb. 23, 1991. The battalion 

spearheaded breaching operations at Al Kibrit.
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Where Passion Becomes Art

To Order, 

Call Toll-Free 1-800-323-5577
Phone orders mention offer code:

01-32843-001-E50201

Or shop online at
www.bradfordexchange.com/usmcsword2

*Plus a total of $12.99 shipping and service; see bradfordexchange.com. 
Limited-edition presentation restricted to 295 crafting days. Please allow 4-8 weeks 

after initial payment for shipment.  Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 

AMERICA’S HEROES

USMC TRIBUTE

0 Hand-cast sword with hand-�nished 

gold and silver plating recalls the NCO 

sword’s intricate designs

0 Sculpted in low relief, a golden-

accented Marine Emblem gleams above 

the lyrics to the “Marines’ Hymn” and 

artist Glen Green’s insightful portrait of 

a USMC NCO in dress blues

0 Grand 19-inch high museum-quality 

wall display has a rich wood-grain 

�nish and golden trim

™Of�cially Licensed Product of the United States Marine Corps
©2020 BGE    01-32843-001-BI8

Over 
1½ 
feet

high!

The Bradford Exchange Difference—
Your edition is an artisan hand-crafted, 

one-of-a-kind, limited-edition collectible

The USMC NCO sword is a symbol of well-
earned respect and achievement. It is a link 
that connects Marines past, present and 
future in the distinguished history and proud 
legacy of the United States Marine Corps.

Strong demand is expected for this tribute. 
Claim yours at three installments of $29.99, 
the rst due before shipment, for a total of 
$89.99*, backed by our unconditional, 365-
day money-back guarantee. Send no money 
now. Mail the Reservation Application today! 

Ofcially licensed and only available 

from The Bradford Exchange!

Shown much smaller than actual size of 19" H x 7" W

Replica 
sword  
is for 

decorative 
use only; 

not for use 
as a toy or 

weapon

https://www.bradfordexchange.com/usmcsword2
https://www.bradfordexchange.com/


Marine Corps Birthday
On Nov. 10, 1952, my sister, Joann 

Biegger, was the youngest woman Marine 
at Parris Island and received the fi rst 
piece of cake from the base commanding 
general, Major General M.H. Silverthorn. 

My brother Tony (1953), Frank (1962) and 
I (1964) followed her into the Marine 
Corps.

Sgt Jim Biegger
Elkhart, Iowa

 Vietnam Tankers
In the September 2020 issue of our 

magazine, Marc Bloom has a very well-
written and deeply heartfelt letter about 
his heroic World War II Marine father. I 
plan to reprint his letter in the quarterly 
magazine of the USMC Vietnam Tankers 
Association (VTA). I want to make one 
more attempt to have more of our 500 
association members to consider writing 
their own stories about their time in 
Vietnam so that we can publish and share 
them with the membership and with our 
families. There is an old African saying 
that fi ts the situation, “When an old person 
dies, a library burns to the ground.” The 
USMC VTA really wants to make at 
least some of the libraries available for 
our posterity.

Sgt John Wear
USMC, 1966-1969

Elbert, Colo.

A Spit Shine in Country?
As a USMC Vietnam veteran (1966-

1968), I have a question regarding the 
photo on page 64 of the September issue. 
The photo is that of a Marine wearing 
his helmet with the jungle pattern cover, 
utilities, fl ak vest, jungle boots and an M16 
across his lap. There is a “GP” tent in the 
background which was home to me and 

Joann Biegger received the fi rst piece of cake as the youngest woman Marine at Parris 

Island, Nov. 10, 1952.
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FOCUS Marines Foundation’s

goal is to never leave a Marine 
behind. We have helped 869 
Veterans in our 10-year mission 
to empower Marines struggling 
with transition to create the lives 
they deserve. We provide a 
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my gun section. I’m guessing because of 
the M16 this was taken sometime around 
or post-1969.

Here’s my question. Can the Marine in 
the photo or any Marine who knows or 
was with him tell me why he would be 
“spit shining” his dress shoes in a combat 
zone? The only explanation I can come up 
with is he is preparing to go on R&R or 
he’s looking for a meritorious promotion. 
Wax and a brush were all we needed to 
help slow the weather and element rotting 
to our boots. 

Sgt John H. Allen
USMC, 1965-1974

Fountain Valley, Calif.

• We asked the photographer, Bob 
Bowen, who was on assignment in Vietnam 
for Leatherneck at the time, about the 
particulars of that 1968 picture. He told 
us that the Marine, Corporal George L. 
Goodman, a sniper with a scout sniper 
platoon, was preparing to leave Vietnam 
to return home.—Editor

Incident Onboard USS Constitution

I want to thank you for all the great 
information you sent me on the Charleston 
Navy Yard and Marine Barracks. I was 
surprised to learn from the article, “You 
Have Three Minutes! Marines End a 

Prison Riot,” in the July issue, about the 
Marines stopping a prison riot in 1924. I 
thought you might be interested in another 
story.

In the summer of 1972, four young 
men and a young lady boarded USS Con-
stitution as tourists. They proceeded to 
the captain’s cabin and locked themselves 
inside. The offi cer of the day (OD) im-
mediately called the barracks OD and the 
admiral of the fi rst district. A group was 
put together led by our senior sergeant. 
Three Marines armed with M14s were 
sent to the main gate and shut it down. 
Three more armed Marines were stationed 
at the gangway. The OD told them, “Get 
the hell off the ship!”

The reinforced fi re team went to the 
captain’s quarters and found the intruders. 
They were told that they were in violation 
of federal law and they needed to come 
quietly or be dragged off. A yard worker 
soon arrived with bolt cutters. The situa-
tion was soon resolved and although we 
continued to have protesters against the 
Vietnam War, that was the last time they 
came to the Navy Yard.

Again, thank you for the stories and 
thank the author, Master Sergeant Jeff 
Dacus, USMCR (Ret), for his work.

GySgt Edwin E. Martin, USMC (Ret)
Fredericksburg, Va.
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www.EagleRings.com

The Finest Marine Rings
Out There. Period

CARROLL COLLECTION OF U.S. EAGLE RINGS

888-512-1333

Here is a fresh new version of 
Mike Carroll’s original USMC 

ring. We couldn’t change the 
outstanding design, but we could 
enhance it with laser-guided 
technology. And that’s exactly 
what we did.
<RX�ZRQ·W�ÀQG�D�PRUH�SHUIHFW�
rendering of the eagle, globe 
and anchor. It’s still heavy in 
ZHLJKW��H[WUHPH�LQ�GHWDLO�DQG�
guaranteed 100%. Made to 
H[DFWLQJ�VWDQGDUGV��FRS\ULJKWHG�
in the Library of Congress and 
OLFHQVHG�E\�WKH�&RUSV�

https://mca-marines.org/leatherneck
https://eaglerings.com/marine-corps-ring
https://www.usmcu.edu/CDET/officer-blended/


HAPPY 245th BIRTHDAY, MARINES

1775-2020

Supporting the Marine Corps in every clime and place!

Amendment3bnb
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www.axinsights.com
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Semper Fidelis
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Ehline Annual Ride

®

Ordnance and Tactical Systems

https://focusmarines.org
https://www.gentexcorp.com/
https://www.rheinmetall-defence.com/en/rheinmetall_defence/company/divisions_and_subsidiaries/american_rheinmetall_defense/index.php
www.survice.com
https://www.pacstar.com
https://www.frontwavecu.com/
www.naturemade.com
https://www.veteransunited.com/
https://klastelecom.com/
https://www.jacobs.com/
https://www.jackdaniels.com
www.youngmarines.com
https://www.ehlinelaw.com
https://lmci.teamapp.com/
https://www.independencefund.org
www.marineraiderfoundation.org
https://www.vetcom.com
www.missionessential.com
www.fra.org
www.redcom.com/c2
www.TourStaffordVA.com
https://www.marinesplumbing.com
https://www.Vmware.com
www.visitoceanside.org
https://www.wwt.com
www.marineheritage.org
www.womenmarines.org
https://www.Marinevets.org
https://militarybenefit.org
www.kongsberg.com
www.knowledgemanagement.com
https://www.gd-ots.com
www.mitre.org
https://www.sonicwall.com/solutions/government-federal-institutions/
www.lmi.org
www.militaryjavagroup.com


105 Howitzers
I was just reading the article, “TACP 

Exercise Equips 1/10 for Deployment,” 
[In Every Clime and Place] from the 
August issue, about “Charlie” Battery 

1/10 at Camp Lejeune. I had the honor to 
serve in Bravo 1/10 and Echo 2/10 back 
in the mid-1960s. I was mesmerized by 
the sophistication and complexity of the 
105s in the pictures. I assume they were 
105s. I’ve enclosed a picture of what they 
looked like back in the 1960s. We had 
six- or seven-man gun crews. These bad 
boys look like you would need a platoon 
to muscle them around. Great stuff. 

Sgt Pete Darcy
Sharpsburg, Ga.

Support Groups Never Let 
Grunts Down

I read Sergeant John Wear’s letter in 
September’s Sound Off and it got me 
thinking. Could we have won the Battle of 
Guadalcanal without our Marine support 
groups? I can’t answer that one, however, 
I had experience with depending on other 
services.

On Dec. 31, 1970, I was in the medevac 
hut waiting for our next mission. Our 
pilot got a call from an Army unit deep 
in the Que Son Mountains in Quang Nam 
Province. The Army unit had a priority 
one soldier (wounded and wouldn’t make 
it through the night) and could we help? 
They called Dust-off and were told the 
weather socked them in—no fl ights. We 
called the Air Force and were told they 

didn’t go out at night.  We were their last 
chance. Bottom line, that was our job that 
night.

Our pilot coordinated with Marine 
Corps planes to help us get down the river 
valley and through a pass to the LZ. Yes, it 
was hairy and more so getting out of there. 
When we got back to Marble Mountain 
and my blood pressure started to drop, 
I started to think, what was wrong with 
this picture? That’s when it truly hit me 
about Semper Fidelis. Where was Dust-
off? Were they too busy with their New 
Year’s Eve party? Doesn’t matter. We were 
there to support the grunts and we were 
going to complete the mission. In the 220 
missions I fl ew in, we completed all those 
missions. They weren’t beer runs. Every 
mission was in support of our ground 
troops. 

I hope the Marines in charge understand 
the power of caring the present-day 
Marines have, grunt or support groups. 
Marine Corps support groups will never 
let the grunts down. I really can’t say that 
about the other services based on my past. 
It is harsh but Dust-off was going to let 
that solder die. I don’t understand that 
mentality. 

Sgt George Staerker
Quincy, Ill.

[continued on page 66]
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Join Us in Developing 
The WWII Iwo Jima Memorial Park 

in Williamsburg, Virginia

Please visit our website at www.iwojimawilliamsburg.com

or email us at info@iwojimawilliamsburg.com. 
Or donate to our 501(c)(3) charitable fund by check.  

Please make checks payable to:    

Iwo Jima Memorial Park Society

1620 Jamestown Road

Williamsburg, VA 23185

Donation receipts will be issued in compliance with 501(c)(3) rules.  
Thank you for your interest and support. 

Our Williamsburg Iwo Jima Memorial will be similar to the iconic

Felix de Weldon statue located in Arlington, Virginia, and will be constructed on 

4 acres of privately-donated land on a scenic hill overlooking Jamestown Road. 

The proposed park will honor all the Marines, Sailors, Soldiers, and Airmen who 

fought gallantly at the Battle of Iwo Jima and sits inside the Historic Triangle of 

Virginia (Colonial Williamsburg, Jamestown, Yorktown) which annually has nearly 

4 million visitors.

Your donation will play an active role in the development of this 
special Iwo Jima memorial. We have an approved site plan and are 

ready to conquer the hill!

Point of Contact:

John Karafa

President

Iwo Jima Memorial 

Park Society

(757) 784-5617
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Sgt Pete Darcy, a veteran artillery Ma-

rine, poses by his 105 howitzer in Vieques, 

Puerto Rico, in December 1966.

https://mca-marines.org/leatherneck
https://www.iwojimawilliamsburg.com/
mailto:info@iwojimawilliamsburg.com
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If there were a watchword for 
2020, the shortlist would certainly 
include ‘change,’ ‘uncertainty,’ and 
‘adaptation.’ This new dynamic and 
uncertain environment has impacted 
how we recruit and train Marines, 
deploy aboard ship, and even how 
we honor our Corps’ hallowed 
traditions. But adapting to change 
and uncertainty is nothing new for 
Marines. It is what we have done for 
245 years and what is expected of us 
as the Nation’s force-in-readiness. 
Where others see challenges, 
Marines see  opportunities. We don’t 
take a knee. We will always be ready 
to answer the nation’s call, no matter 
the crisis. 

In a world of seemingly relentless 
change and uncertainty, some things 
remain constant – our core values: 
Honor, Courage, and Commitment. These values are at the 
very heart of our ability to be, “most ready when the Nation 
is least ready.” It’s honor that gives us an uncompromising 
sense of personal integrity and accountability; courage 
that allows us to face any circumstance with an ironclad 
resolve to do what’s right; and commitment that binds us 
together as a family and drives us toward excellence. And 
while our core values might never change, the way we 
give life to them requires constant vigilance. This year’s 
national conversations about race remind us that we must 
all do better to embody our service’s values. 

Commemorating the 245th birthday of our Corps offers 
XV�D�FKDQFH�WR�UHÀ�HFW�RQ�RXU�KLVWRU\��:H�ZKR�VHUYH�WRGD\�
stand upon the shoulders of giants. While this year’s 
PDQ\�FKDOOHQJHV�DUH�VLJQL¿�FDQW�DQG�XQLTXH��WKH\�DUH�QRW�
unprecedented, and it is important to remember that our 
1DWLRQ�DQG�&RUSV�KDYH�HQGXUHG�GLI¿�FXOW�WLPHV�LQ�RXU�SDVW��
This year, for example, marks the 75th anniversary of brutal 
EDWWOHV�LQ�WKH�3DFL¿�F��ZKHQ�VROGLHUV�RI�WKH�VHD�GH¿�QHG�WKH�
term “uncommon valor” on the black sands of Iwo Jima; 
WKH���WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�ELWWHU�¿�JKWLQJ�DW�,QFKRQ�DQG�&KRVLQ�
Reservoir; 55 years since Marines landed at Da Nang; and a 
decade since our struggle with the Taliban in the Helmand 
5LYHU�9DOOH\��:H�UHPHPEHU�WKH�VHUYLFH�DQG�VDFUL¿�FH�RI�

all Marines, and honor the legacy 
passed down through generations. 
Our continuing obligation is to honor 
their legacy by making meaningful 
contributions to what they started.

From the past, we draw strength, 
pride, and a responsibility to carry 
on the warfighting heritage our 
predecessors built. We must also 
recognize our tradition of continuous 
adaptation – one that should inspire 
our current force modernization 
and innovation efforts. As has been 
the case in the past, today’s threats 
require us to fight as a cohesive 
team, and our ability to succeed 
will depend on the Honor, Courage, 
and Commitment of each individual 
Marine. From recruiting individuals 
of great intelligence, strength, spirit, 
and diversity, to evolving how we 

train, educate, and mentor Marines throughout their 
careers, we remain dedicated to developing the world’s 
¿�QHVW�ZDU¿�JKWHUV��JXLGHG�E\�RXU�FRUH�YDOXHV��

,Q�D�\HDU�RI�VLJQL¿�FDQW�FKDQJH�DQG�XQFHUWDLQW\��,�DP�
reminded of the words of American novelist, John Dos 
Passos, “In times of change and danger when there is 
a quicksand of fear under men’s reasoning, a sense of 
continuity with generations gone before can stretch like a 
lifeline across the scary present…” Never forget, what you 
do today becomes the foundation for the generations of 
Marines that will follow. There is no challenge we cannot 
overcome, together, by holding fast to our core values. 
Happy 245th Birthday Marines.

Semper Fidelis,

David H. Berger
General, U.S. Marine Corps 

Commandant of the Marine Corps

A MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS

10 NOVEMBER 2020

David H. Berger
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 YO U R  AC T I V E  S E RV I C E  M AY B E  E N D I N G 
B U T  YO U R  O P P O RT U N I T I E S  H AV E  N OT
Transitioning? We’re listening. See if the Direct Affi  liation Program is right for you.

You’re a Marine, and that will never change. But Marines feel most like Marines when they’re still in the fi ght. So before 

you leave the service, we’d like to introduce you to a new way to serve. Through the Direct Affi  liation Program, you can

stay a Marine in a Reserve unit in your town. Opportunities include:

• No cost 6-month Tricare Prime extension

• Ability to transfer educational  benefi ts

• Guaranteed billet

• Certain involuntary mobilization deferments for up to two years

• Lateral move opportunities

Ready to learn more about how the DAP provides transitioning Marines a guaranteed SMCR or IMA billet prior 

to reaching your EAS? Contact your local Prior Service Recruiter.

*For DAP details reference MARADMIN 279/20



Corps Connections
Compiled by Sara W. Bock

and Katie Sinclair

Historic Half Connects Civilian, Marine 

From Across the World

When Patty Campbell registered to run the 

2020 Marine Corps Historic Half Marathon in 

Fredericksburg, Va., which was scheduled for 

May 17, she looked forward to the opportunity 

to run with and receive encouragement from 

Marines. The 60-year-old grandmother, who 

resides in Corning, N.Y., trained fervently for the 

13.1-mile race, which was converted to a virtual 

event due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Then 

Campbell found herself hospitalized and in need 

of emergency surgery just weeks before the race. 

She transferred her bib to run the virtual “Semper Five” 5-mile race, 

which is held during the Historic Half weekend, hoping that she’d 

be feeling up to running a shorter distance.

Campbell shared some of the details of her plight in a Facebook 

post, looking for someone with a Marine connection who might 

be willing to run the race virtually with her. A friend, retired Marine 

Colonel Krista Crosetto, offered to share the post on her own 

personal page and was able to connect Campbell with an active-

duty Marine across the world in Okinawa, Japan. First Sergeant Brett 

Steele, assigned to Combat Logistics Regiment 37, offered to run the 

5 miles at the same time as Campbell to give her encouragement 

and a dose of “Marine Corps motivation.”

The two connected via Facebook, agreed on a start time, 

connected by video over FaceTime, exchanged the “selfi es” pictured 

above and began their run.

“He was so incredibly enthusiastic, encouraging and supportive,” 

said Campbell of Steele. “Despite all the isolation we have all had 

to recently experience, I have never felt more connected.”

For Steele, the experience was meaningful as well.

“The run was a great experience for me,” Steele said. “I was able 

to meet a fantastic person and run alongside her from across the 

planet. She says I helped her run her personal record fi ve-mile time, 

but I believe that she could have done it without me.”

Submitted by Patty Campbell

Historic Half Connects Civilian, Marine 

Corning, N.Y., and Okinawa, Japan
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MSG Detachment Hosts First Zona Rosa Memorial Workout

Marine Security Guards and staff assigned to the U.S. Embassy in 

San Salvador, El Salvador, participated in the fi rst-ever Zona Rosa 

Memorial Workout, June 19. 

The workout consisted of four rounds—one in honor of each 

of the Marine Security Guards assigned to the embassy who were 

murdered by members of a terrorist organization while dining in 

a café in the Zona Rosa district of San Salvador on June 19, 1985. In 

a tribute to the lives of Staff Sergeant 

Bobby Joe Dickson, SSgt Thomas 

Handwork, Sergeant Gregory Weber 

and Sgt Patrick Kwiatkowski, each 

round consisted of burpees, push-

ups, squats, overhead presses and 

an 800-meter run. 

Marine Security Guards all over the 

world participated in the rigorous 

workout along with those assigned 

to Detachment El Salvador. In San 

Salvador, during the six months lead-

ing up to the workout, the participants 

got together for a monthly embassy-

wide workout to prepare for the 

memorial workout.

“These workouts built lasting re-

lationships and established camara-

derie throughout the Marine Detach-

ment and all embassy personnel who 

participated,” said Cpl William Armstrong, a Marine Security Guard 

assigned to the U.S. Embassy in San Salvador. 

Embassy personnel sponsored a large plaque that memorializes 

the Marines lost in 1985. The plaque was dedicated on the day of the 

workout—the 35th anniversary of the tragic loss—and now hangs 

in the embassy. The memorial workout is expected to become an 

annual event.

Submitted by Cpl William Armstrong, USMC

San Salvador, El Salvador
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“Corps Connections” highlights the places and events through which active-duty and veteran Marines connect with 
one another, honor the traditions of the Corps and recognize the achieve ments of their fellow leathernecks.
We welcome submissions of photos from events like the ones featured here. Send them to: Sara W. Bock, Leatherneck 

Magazine, P.O. Box 1775, Quantico, VA 22134, or email them to s.bock@mca-marines.org. Submission does not guarantee 
publication, and we cannot guarantee the return of photos.

Marine Corps League Detachment 

Promotes Environmental Education Effort

The Timberwolves Detachment #354 of the 

Marine Corps League, Department of Wisconsin, 

presented a donation to the Unifi ed School 

District of Antigo, Wis., June 10, to help fund 

the construction of an Environmental Education 

Center at the Noboken School Forest, which will 

be open year-round. The new education center 

will increase the use of the school forest, which 

the Marine Corps League hopes will foster a 

better understanding of our nation’s natural 

resources and environmental issues.

From the left, pictured in front of the Langlade 

County Veterans Memorial, are Ron Wildman, 

John Szigat, Don Meidl, Noboken School Forest 

Coordinator Mike Werdeo, John Krajewski and 

Steve Bradley. 

Submitted by Steve Bradley

Antigo, Wis.
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Marine Returns to USS Wisconsin, Recreates Original Art

Exactly 30 years after he deployed aboard USS Wisconsin (BB-64) 

during the Gulf War in 1990, Sergeant Rickey Scott returned this July 

to the iconic battleship, which is now housed adjacent to Nauticus, 

an interactive maritime museum in Norfolk, Va. During his visit, Scott 

recreated the Eagle, Globe and Anchor he had painted on Mount 55 

of the ship during Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm. The ship 

was decommissioned in 1991, and the “Marine Mount” had been 

painted over with another Eagle, Globe and Anchor that looked 

nothing like Scott’s original work, pictured on the left, which had 

been intended as a tribute to the WW II and Korean War Marines 

who served aboard Wisconsin.

 Kent Ralston, who served as the executive offi cer of the Marine 

Detachment USS Wisconsin during the Gulf War, has worked for 

years with Nauticus and Wisconsin project managers to return as 

much of the ship back to its original confi guration as possible and 

was proud to bring Scott back to personally recreate the art.

“Marines on the battleship had the primary responsibility of 

guarding ‘special weapons.’ However, we had other duties as well. 

We manned four .50-[calibers] aboard the ship and we also manned 

one of the ship’s six 5-inch gun mounts. Mount 55 was our mount 

and it was located starboard and aft,” said Ralston. “With the 30th 

anniversary of Desert Shield/Desert Storm approaching, I really 

wanted to see our gun mount fi xed.”

Scott makes it clear that while he doesn’t consider himself an 

artist, he is honored and proud to have served aboard Wisconsin and 

to have had the opportunity to paint the Corps’ beloved emblem 

on its Marine Mount, not once but twice.

“It’s hard to put in words,” said Scott, “Just very proud to be part 

of history and something so rare.” 

Courtesy of Kent Ralston

Norfolk, Va.
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KUWAIT
SPMAGTF Marines Implement
Emergency Transfusion Program

Marines and Sailors from 2nd Battalion, 
5th Marine Regiment, assigned to Special 
Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force–
Crisis Response-Central Command, stan-
dardized an emergency blood transfusion 
program across the ground combat ele-
ment in August. The combat casualty 
technique allows the battalion to have a 
viable and pre-screened donor pool for 
emergency situations.

The Emergency Fresh Whole Blood 
(EFWB) program, originally utilized by 
members of the special operations com-
munity, allows pre-screened low titer 
group O whole blood (LTOWB) donors 
the ability to deliver lifesaving treatment 
at the point of injury to a servicemember 
to increase the chance of survival while 
awaiting transit to the next echelon of care. 
The U.S. Army used a similar program 
IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ�HDUOLHU�
this year.

According to a Department of Defense 
study, from 2001 to 2011 during Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring 
Freedom, there were approximately 887 
deaths resulting from massive blood 
loss that were potentially survivable had 
additional blood been available before 
arrival at an expeditionary surgical suite. 
By enabling multiple on-the-spot donors, 
blood can be safely transfused from a 
mobile donor to a critical patient during 
transport or from a location shielded from 
hazard.

Navy Lieutenant Commander Sean 
Nardi, the force surgeon and emergency 
physician, noted that by pre-identifying 
LTOWB donors, Marines and Sailors can 
TXLFNO\�¿QG�D�GRQRU�DQG�EHJLQ�WKH�():%�
transfusion.

“Our ground combat element has really 
spearheaded this program and brought it 
to the entire command,” said Nardi. “We, 
along with champions of the program 
stateside, are currently validating training 
plans and standard operating procedures 
in order to truly make it a program of 
record for conventional forces throughout 
the service.”

Prior to a deployment, each consenting 
Marine or Sailor with group O blood is 
VFUHHQHG��7KLV�VFUHHQLQJ�FRQ¿UPV�WKHLU�
blood type and titer levels and evaluates 
for transfusion-transmitted diseases. 
Once the screening is complete, and if the 

servicemember is deemed to be a LTOWB 
donor, the servicemember is provided a 
GRQRU�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�FDUG�WR�NHHS�RQ�WKHLU�
person at all times.

“The EFWB program gives the ground 
combat element a capability that it hasn’t 
had in the past,” said Navy Lieutenant 
Lauren Murray, the battalion surgeon. 
“Having the ability to resuscitate casual-
ties with whole blood at the point of in-
jury gives the ground combat element 
the ability to decrease mortality rates 
in situations where we are not able to 
HYDFXDWH�FDVXDOWLHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�¿UVW�KRXU�
after injury.”

Aside from the physical lifesaving 
aspect of the emergency transfusion, the 
FRPPDQGLQJ�RI¿FHU�RI������/LHXWHQDQW�
Colonel Isaac Moore, believes there is a 
VWURQJHU�SV\FKRORJLFDO�LPSDFW�DQG�EHQH¿W�
it brings to forward-deployed Marines.

“Marines are always there for each 
other, and [the EFWB program] is one 
more way they demonstrate that,” said 
Moore. “One individual literally giving 
his blood to save a fellow Marine increases 
cohesion. In a sense, the unit can use the 
healthy life-blood of one Marine to sustain 
another. That’s a pretty powerful idea that 
makes a unit incredibly resilient.”

Each kit weighs less than one pound 
and costs approximately $135 and includes 
D�EORRG�FROOHFWLRQ�EDJ��QHHGOHV��¿OWHUHG�
surgical tubing and equipment to maintain 
FOHDQOLQHVV��(DFK�TXDOL¿HG�FRUSVPDQ�FDQ�
carry two kits on top of their standard 
gear and equipment.

Medical professionals and Marines 
currently assigned to SPMAGTF–CR-
CC intend to keep the EFWB program 
moving forward with the drive to make 
the lifesaving procedure and cost-effective 
equipment standard across the service.

SPMAGTF–CR-CC is capable of em-
ploying aviation, ground and logistics 
forces at a moment’s notice across the U.S. 
Central Command area of responsibility.

Capt Joshua Hays, USMC

OKINAWA, JAPAN
“Disasters Do Not Stop”: 
Amid Pandemic, Marines Conduct 
Rapid Deployment Drill

Marines with 3rd Marine Expeditionary 
Brigade conducted a Joint Humanitarian 
Assistance Survey Team (JHAST) rapid 
deployment drill in support of continued 
Alert Contingency Marine (ACM) air-
ground task force training at Kadena Air 

Compiled by Sara W. Bock

In Every Clime and Place

Above: LT Lauren Murray, USN, the sur-

geon assigned to 2/5, SPMAGTF–CR-CC, 

says that the new emergency transfusion 

program standardized by the battalion 

will decrease mortality rates in situa-

tions where casualties cannot be swiftly 

evacuated.

HM3 Grier, a corpsman assigned to 

SPMAGTF–CR-CC, examines blood being 

transferred to a patient during EFWB 

transfusion training in Kuwait, July 30. 

The program is designed to place the 

whole blood transfusion capability into 

the hands of medical responders on the 

forward edge of the battlefield.
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Base, Okinawa, Japan, Aug. 18.
The drill was conducted to ensure that 

the ACM remains postured and ready to 
deploy in response to crisis throughout the 
,QGR�3DFL¿F�UHJLRQ�LQ�VSLWH�RI�WKH�RQJRLQJ�
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The MEB executed the drill with support 
IURP�WZR�09����2VSUH\V�IURP�0DULQH�
0HGLXP�7LOWURWRU�6TXDGURQ��900�������
�VW�0DULQH�$LUFUDIW�:LQJ��EDVHG�DW�0DULQH�
Corps Air Station Futenma. 
,Q�OHVV�WKDQ����KRXUV��D�FRQWLQJHQF\�RI�
DERXW����0DULQHV�ZLWK��UG�0(%�DUULYHG�
DW� .DGHQD�$LU� %DVH� IURP� WKHLU� KRPH�
VWDWLRQV�DFURVV�2NLQDZD�DQG�ERDUGHG�DQ�
09����2VSUH\��WDNLQJ�RII�LQ�D�VLPXODWHG�
UDSLG�GHSOR\PHQW��8SRQ�ODQGLQJ�EDFN�DW�
.DGHQD�� WKH� WHDP�HVWDEOLVKHG�D�VHFXUH�
communications link with the III Marine 
Expeditionary Force command center, 
VLPXODWLQJ�WKH�¿UVW�VWHSV�LQ�D�UHDO�ZRUOG�
GHSOR\PHQW�RI�WKH�-+$67�
³'ULOOV�VXFK�DV�WKHVH�HQVXUH�WKDW��UG�

MEB remains prepared to respond to 
a crisis on short notice,” said Colonel 
0LFKDHO�:\OLH���UG�0(%�FKLHI�RI�VWDII��
³:KHWKHU�ZH�DUH�DVNHG�WR�GHSOR\�WR�DVVLVW�
RXU�SDUWQHUV�DQG�DOOLHV�DV�D�SDUW�RI�D�IRUHLJQ�
humanitarian assistance operation or in 
response to a contingency that is kinetic 
LQ�QDWXUH��ZH�QHHG�WR�EH�UHDG\�́
:KHQ�WKH�$&0�LV�DFWLYDWHG���UG�0(%�
DVVXPHV� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU� LPPHGLDWH�
response to crises in the U.S. Indo-
3DFL¿F�&RPPDQG�DUHD�RI�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�
WKDW�UHTXLUH�PLOLWDU\�DFWLRQ��UDQJLQJ�IURP�

KXPDQLWDULDQ�DVVLVWDQFH�DQG�GLVDVWHU�UHOLHI�
WR�DUPHG�FRQÀLFW�
7KH�-+$67�LV�WKH�H[SHGLWLRQDU\�FRP�
PDQG�WHDP�LQ�FKDUJH�RI�WKH�8�6��PLOLWDU\¶V�
UHVSRQVH� WR� UHTXHVWV� IRU�KXPDQLWDULDQ�
DVVLVWDQFH��7KH�-+$67�UHPDLQV�RQ�FDOO�
DQG�UHDG\�WR�GHSOR\�ZLWKLQ����KRXUV�WR�
GLVDVWHU� DUHDV� LQ�RUGHU� WR� HVWDEOLVK� DQ�
LQLWLDO� DVVHVVPHQW�RI� UHTXLUHG� VXSSRUW�
IRU�IROORZ�RQ�DVVLVWDQFH�
7KH� GHFLVLRQ� WR� GHSOR\� WKH� -+$67�
FRPHV�DIWHU�FORVH�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�

8�6��,QGR�3DFL¿F�&RPPDQG�DQG�WKH�8�6��
6WDWH� 'HSDUWPHQW� DIWHU� KXPDQLWDULDQ�
DVVLVWDQFH� LV� UHTXHVWHG�E\�GLVDVWHU�DI�
IHFWHG�QDWLRQV�
,Q�RUGHU� WR�PLQLPL]H� WKH�ULVN�RI�H[�
SRVXUH�WR�&29,'�����VWULFW�KHDOWK�VDIHW\�
protocols were implemented throughout 
the rapid deployment drill.
³7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKLV�$&0�GULOO�LV�WR�
YDOLGDWH�VWDQGDUG�RSHUDWLQJ�SURFHGXUHV�
and ensure the MEB is prepared to ex-
HFXWH�LWV�GXWLHV�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�́ �VDLG�

Marines with 3rd MEB board an MV-22B Osprey during a simulated rapid deployment in Okinawa, Japan, Aug. 18. The MEB continues 

to conduct essential, realistic training while adhering to strict COVID-19 safety protocols. (Photo by LCpl Hannah Hall, USMC)

GySgt Aaron Aiken, left, and Cpl Bailey Hart, both with 7th Comm Bn, conduct a radio 

check to establish a communications link with the III MEF command center during 3rd 

MEB’s rapid deployment drill at Kadena Air Base, Okinawa, Japan, Aug. 18.
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Major Chad Pimley, the 3rd MEB current 
RSHUDWLRQV�RI¿FHU�

The INDOPACOM area of responsi-
bility is one of the most disaster-prone 
areas in the world with 60 percent of the 
world’s natural disasters, ranging from 
weather disasters to seismic events, oc-
FXUULQJ�WKHUH��,Q�UHFHQW�\HDUV���UG�0(%�
has responded to the 2015 earthquakes in 
Nepal, Typhoon Yolanda in the Philippines 
in 2013, and the Tohoku earthquake and 
WVXQDPL�LQ�-DSDQ�LQ������

“The MEB continues to conduct es-
sential, realistic training while adhering 
to strict safety protocols to mitigate the 
VSUHDG�RI�&29,'�����:H�DUH�SUHSDUHG�WR�
deploy in support of our allies and partners 
WKURXJKRXW� WKH� UHJLRQ�´� VDLG� 3LPOH\��
“Disasters do not stop just because the 
ZRUOG�LV�IDFLQJ�D�VHULRXV�SDQGHPLF�́

Continuing to conduct drills like these 
postures 3rd MEB to help wherever needed 
in the region at a moment’s notice and 
HQVXUHV�WKH�0$*7)�LV�UHDG\�WR�¿JKW�QRZ�
LQ� VXSSRUW� RI�8�6�� DOOLHV� DQG� SDUWQHUV�
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�,QGR�3DFL¿F�

MSgt Jimmy Bention, USMC

CAMP PENDLETON, CALIF.
Training Tests ATC Skills
Under Deployed Conditions

During the month of August, Marines 
ZLWK��UG�0DULQH�$LUFUDIW�:LQJ�DQG�0DULQH�
&RUSV�$LU�6WDWLRQ�&DPS�3HQGOHWRQ��&DOLI���
SXW�WKHLU�DLU�WUDI¿F�FRQWURO�VNLOOV�WR�WKH�WHVW�
LQ�DQ�H[SHGLWLRQDU\�HQYLURQPHQW�

Marines with Marine Air Control 
6TXDGURQ����0DULQH�$LU�&RQWURO�*URXS�����
�UG�0$:�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�0DULQHV� IURP�
+HDGTXDUWHUV�	�+HDGTXDUWHUV�6TXDGURQ��
0&$6�&DPS�3HQGOHWRQ��WR�VHW�XS�DQ�$LU�
7UDI¿F�1DYLJDWLRQ��,QWHJUDWLRQ�DQG�&R�
RUGLQDWLRQ� 6\VWHP� �$71$9,&6�� DQG�
FRQGXFWHG�WKHLU�¿UVW�ÀLJKW�FKHFN�$XJ�����
7KH�$71$9,&6�ZDV�VHW�XS�LQ�WKH�PLG�
GOH�RI� WKH�&DPS�3HQGOHWRQ�ÀLJKW� OLQH��
JLYLQJ�WKH�DLU�WUDI¿F�FRQWUROOHUV�WKH�EHVW�
possible view of the airspace around them 
and enabling them to control the airspace 
IRU����QDXWLFDO�PLOHV�

The training simulated deployment 
conditions and helped the Marines be-
come familiar with high-stress, real-time 
FRQGLWLRQV�

“During this 30-day training exercise 

we have our station Marines learning 
how to provide expeditionary services 
and precision approach radar services 
WR� DQ\� DLUFUDIW�´� VDLG� 6WDII� 6HUJHDQW�
$DURQ�0RQGORFK��WKH�DLU�WUDI¿F�FRQWURO�
UDGDU�FKLHI�ZLWK�+	+6��0&$6�&DPS�
3HQGOHWRQ��GXULQJ�WKH�WUDLQLQJ�
2YHU�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�IRXU�GD\V��0$&6���

conducted a site survey and emplaced and 
VHW�XS�WKH�V\VWHP��2QFH�WKH�)HGHUDO�$YL�
DWLRQ�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�ÀLJKW� FKHFN�ZDV�
FRPSOHWHG��WKH�0DULQHV�ZHUH�FHUWL¿HG�WR�
FRQWURO�DOO�RI�WKH�DLU�WUDI¿F�FRPLQJ�LQ�DQG�
RXW�RI�0&$6�&DPS�3HQGOHWRQ��:KLOH�WKH�
Marines were all familiar with the air-
space itself, controlling it from a small 
JURXS�RI�WHQWV�RQ�WKH�ÀLJKW�OLQH�ZDV�D�QHZ�
H[SHULHQFH�IRU�PRVW�RI�WKHP�

“If we take Marines to a place they 
have never been and equipment they have 
never worked with, there is going to be a 
OHDUQLQJ�FXUYH�́ �VDLG�0RQGORFK��³7KLV�LV�
not just training they need to get familiar 
ZLWK�RQ�WKH�ÀLJKW�OLQH��EXW�ZKHUH�WKH�WLPH�
FDOOV�IRU�LW�DV�ZHOO�́

This training not only applies in a 
combat environment, but also in other 
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ACROSS THE POND—From the left, Capt Dylan Larmonny, Maj Gregg Borman and Capt Craig Norris with Marine Fighter 

Attack Squadron (VMFA) 211, Marine Aircraft Group 13, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing stand in front of an F-35B Lightning II 

Joint Strike Fighter after completing a trans-Atlantic flight from Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort, S.C., to Royal Air Force 

Station Marham, UK, Sept. 3. VMFA-211 is training with the Royal Air Force’s 617 Squadron in preparation for next year’s 

inaugural deployment together on HMS Queen Elizabeth. 
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VFHQDULRV�ZKHUH�H[SHGLWLRQDU\�DLU¿HOG�
operations are necessary, such as when 
Marines are conducting humanitarian 
DVVLVWDQFH�DQG�GLVDVWHU�UHOLHI�RSHUDWLRQV�

“It’s nice that we get to do this in the 
FRPIRUW�RI�RXU�RZQ�EDFN\DUG�HVVHQWLDOO\�́ �
said Sergeant Anthony Latassa, the radar 
PDLQWHQDQFH�FKLHI�IRU�0$&6����³7KLV�LV�D�
nice runway that they get to practice on, 
EXW�ZH�WUDLQ�WKHP�WR�NQRZ�WKDW�QRW�HYHU\�
VLWXDWLRQ�LV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�OLNH�WKLV�́
$OORZLQJ�WKH�0DULQHV�WR�FRQGXFW�WKLV�
WUDLQLQJ�RQ�DQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�DLU�VWDWLRQ�SHU�
PLWWHG�WKHP�WR�UHFHLYH�WKH�IXOO�H[SHULHQFH��
IURP�VHWWLQJ�XS�WR�JXLGLQJ�LQ�DQG�ODQGLQJ�
DFWXDO�DLUFUDIW�
³7KLV�WUDLQLQJ�LV�DPD]LQJ�EHFDXVH�LW�
OHWV�\RX�VHH�ZKDW�\RX�DUH�DFWXDOO\�GRLQJ�
ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�ODQGLQJ�DFWXDO�DLUFUDIW�́ �
VDLG�/DWDVVD��³7KLV�LV�ELJ�SLFWXUH�VWXII�DQG�
H[SRVLQJ�RXU�MXQLRU�0DULQHV�WR�LW�HDUO\�LV�
JUHDW�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZLOO�DOUHDG\�EH�WUDLQHG�
WR�KDQGOH�WKH�VWUHVV�LI�WKH\�HYHU�KDYH�WR�
HPSOR\�WKLV�V\VWHP�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�́

LCpl Andrew Cortez, USMC

NORTHERN TERRITORY,
AUSTRALIA
RQ-21 Soars Into History 
With First Australian Flight
$�8�6��0DULQH�&RUSV�54���$�%ODFNMDFN�
WRRN�ÀLJKW�LQ�$XVWUDOLD�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�RQ�
$XJ����GXULQJ�0DULQH�5RWDWLRQDO�)RUFH�
'DUZLQ¶V�GHSOR\PHQW�³'RZQ�8QGHU�́ �
0DULQH� 8QPDQQHG� $HULDO� 9HKLFOH�
6TXDGURQ����05)�'¶V�DLU�FRPEDW�HOHPHQW��
ODXQFKHG� WKH� VXUYHLOODQFH� DLUFUDIW� LQ�
VXSSRUW�RI�ELODWHUDO�WUDLQLQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
8�6�� DQG� $XVWUDOLDQ� 'HIHQFH� )RUFHV��
PDUNLQJ�D�VHULHV�RI�¿UVWV�IRU�WKH�+DZDLL�
EDVHG�XQLW�
³7KLV�LV�WKH�54���$¶V�¿UVW�GHSOR\PHQW�

VLQFH�ZH�GHFODUHG� WKH� VTXDGURQ� >IXOO\�
RSHUDWLRQDO@�� LW¶V�YHU\�H[FLWLQJ�IRU�XV�́ �
VDLG�)LUVW�/LHXWHQDQW�7UHYRU�(OOLQJVRQ��
DQ� XQPDQQHG� DLUFUDIW� V\VWHPV� RI¿FHU�
ZLWK�908���
7KH�KLVWRULFDO�PLOHVWRQH�FRPHV�LQ�WKH�
PLGVW�RI�DQ�XQXVXDO�\HDU�IRU�05)�'��,Q�
RUGHU�WR�HQVXUH�KHDOWK�DQG�VDIHW\�RI�$XV�
WUDOLDQV�DQG�8�6��VHUYLFHPHPEHUV�DPLG�
WKH�&29,'����SDQGHPLF��WKH�URWDWLRQ�ZDV�
GHOD\HG�E\�WZR�PRQWKV�DQG�UHGXFHG�IURP�
������0DULQHV� WR� URXJKO\� ������� 7KH�
$&(��ZKLFK�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�FRPSRVHG�RI�
VHYHUDO� VTXDGURQV�RI�PDQQHG�DLUFUDIW��

LQFOXGLQJ�09����2VSUH\V��ZDV�UHGXFHG�
WR�MXVW����0DULQHV�
7KH�VPDOOHU�IRRWSULQW�RIIHUHG�05)�'�

an opportunity to exercise the capacity 
RI�XQPDQQHG�V\VWHPV�WR�VXSSRUW�H[SH�
GLWLRQDU\�DGYDQFHG�EDVHV�DQG�SRVLWLRQV�
IROORZLQJ�PRGHUQL]DWLRQ�LQLWLDWLYHV�E\�
WKH�&RPPDQGDQW�RI�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV��
*HQHUDO�'DYLG�+��%HUJHU�
,Q�OLQH�ZLWK�*HQ�%HUJHU¶V�IXWXUH�RSHU�
DWLQJ�FRQFHSWV��(OOLQJVRQ�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�
WKH�XQLW�³GLGQ¶W�EULQJ�D�ORW�RI�PDQSRZHU��
:H�PDGH� RXU� GHWDFKPHQW� DV� VPDOO� DV�
SRVVLEOH�WR�JHW�WKH�PLVVLRQ�DFFRPSOLVKHG��

Above left: Sgt Matthew Perry, an air traffic controller with H&HS, MCAS Camp Pendleton, observes aircraft using a precision 

approach radar system while under simulated deployment conditions on the air station’s flight line, Aug. 11. 

Above right: Cpl Samantha Surratt, an air traffic control radar technician with MACS-1, checks the ATNAVICS on the flight line at 

MCAS Camp Pendleton, Calif., Aug. 11. 

LCpl Brayden Broens and LCpl Dominick Rollan with MRF-D set up the ground data 

terminal at an RQ-21A spoke site in Bradshaw Field Training Area, Northern Territory, 

Australia, Aug. 9.  (Photo by Cpl Harrison Rakhshani, USMC)
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Out here, we’re training to be fast, agile, 
to be able to set up, get a bird in the sky 
as fast as we can, and tear down quickly.”

In a real-world mission, Marine air-
ground task force elements would be 
swiftly and secretly deployed within 
strik ing range of adversaries. These small 
WHDPV�ZRXOG�SURYLGH�VSHFL¿�F�PLVVLRQ�
tailored capabilities in order to shape the 
EDWWOH¿�HOG�IRU�IROORZ�RQ�DQG�ODUJHU�QDYDO�
forces.

The RQ-21 provides a very unique 
enabling capability within distributed 
operations. The aircraft can be rapidly 
deployed with a limited footprint and pro-
vide anything from route recon nais sance 
DQG� WDUJHW� FRQ¿�UPDWLRQ� WR� LQWHOOLJHQFH�
collection for both unilateral and multi-
lateral operations. These capa bilities are 
DPSOL¿�HG�E\�WKH�V\VWHP¶V�DELOLW\�WR�H[WHQG�
LWV�À�LJKW�GLVWDQFH�XVLQJ�³VSRNH�VLWHV´�DV�D�
ZD\�RI�H[WHQGLQJ�WKH�KXE�VLWH¶V�UHDFK�

³7KH�VSRNH�VLWH��ZKLFK�HQDEOHV�8$6�
RSHUDWRUV�WR�À�\�WKH�DLUFUDIW�FRQYHQLHQWO\�
IURP�WKH�UHDU�RI�D�+XPYHH��DOVR�H[WHQGV�
the range of the aircraft up to 150 nautical 
miles from the hub,” said 1stLt Matthew 
7DWDUND�%URZQ�� D� 8$6� RIILFHU� ZLWK�
908���

During a timed training event, the Ma-
rines were challenged to deploy from the 
KXE�ORFDWLRQ�DQG�HVWDEOLVK�D�VSRNH�VLWH��$OO�
the necessary equipment for the spoke site 
¿�W�VQXJO\�LQWR�WZR�KLJK�EDFN�+XPYHHV�
³,�OHG�D�VPDOO�JURXS�RI�0DULQHV�LQ�GH�

taching from the main body to set up the 
VSRNH�VLWH�́ �VDLG�7DWDUND�%URZQ��³:H�JRW�
it up within an hour and ten minutes, but 
we’re always aiming to get it up quicker.”

The RQ-21 is a valuable source of ac-
FXUDWH��UHDO�WLPH�LQWHOOLJHQFH�IRU�WKH�8�6��
DQG�LWV�DOOLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�$XVWUDOLD�
7DWDUND�%URZQ�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�WKH�VSRNH�
VLWH�LV�H[WUHPHO\�YDOXDEOH�EHFDXVH�³LW¶V�
VHOI�VXI¿�FLHQW�IRU�D�VKRUW�SHULRG�RI�WLPH��,W�
gives us the ability to have multiple aircraft 
doing separate missions simultaneously 
within the area of operations.”
7R�WHVW�WKLV�FRQFHSW��WKH�$FH�DOVR�SXVKHG�

live video from the spoke-operated RQ-21 
to MRF-D’s command element.
³:H¶UH�DEOH�WR�EH�WKDW�H\H�LQ�WKH�VN\�IRU�
ORQJ�SHULRGV�RI�WLPH��SURYLGLQJ�EDWWOH¿�HOG�
situational awareness, pattern of life, 
whatever our joint force commander is 
looking for,” said Ellingson.

Cpl Harrison Rakhshani, USMC

UAS operator 1stLt Trevor Ellingson with VMU-3 prepares to receive operational con-

trol of the RQ-21A Blackjack at a spoke site in Northern Territory, Australia, Aug. 9. The 

unmanned aircraft took fl ight in Australia for the fi rst time during bilateral training 

with the Australian Defence Force.

Marines with MRF-D recover 

the RQ-21A Blackjack in 

Bradshaw Field Training 

Area, Northern Territory, 

Australia, Aug. 9.
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Honor with pride the courageous individuals who have answered their country’s 

call over the years with the “United States Veteran” Commemorative Ring—a 

custom-crafted jewelry exclusive paying tribute to those who served and forged 

a bond that remains to this day.

A Masterful Achievement in Craftsmanship and Design

Our commemorative ring has a bold and original design that de�nes a veteran’s 

strength of character, while the richness of the silver, gold and onyx honor the 

values that they hold. Each ring is individually crafted in solid sterling silver with 

gleaming 18K gold plating, and features a stirring image of the Vietnam War 

Memorial in raised relief standing out against a custom cut genuine black onyx 

center stone. The contrast of silver and gold is continued in the prongs holding 

the onyx stone, and in the rope border that surrounds the central design as 

well as the sculpted eagle—a symbol of strength and freedom—on each side. 

Adding to the meaning and value, the ring is engraved inside the band with 

“Pride and Brotherhood.” It arrives in a deluxe wood presentation case with an 

engraved plaque and Certi�cate of Authenticity.  

A Remarkable Value... Available for a Limited Time
Available in men’s whole and half sizes 8-15, this magni�cent ring is available 

at just $249.99*, you can pay for it in 6 easy installments of $41.67. To reserve 

yours, backed by our 120-day guarantee, order today! Just mail the attached 

Priority Reservation and we’ll reserve one for you now.

Order Today at bradfordexchange.com/31613

YES. Please reserve the “United States 

Veteran” Commemorative Ring for me as 

described in this announcement.

Ring Size              (If known)

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                                            State          Zip

E-Mail (Optional)

 01-31613-001-E50201

*Plus a total of $15.00 shipping and service (see bradfordexchange.com). Please allow 4-6 weeks for 
delivery of your jewelry after we receive your initial deposit. Sales subject to product availability and 
order acceptance.

©1984. VVMF and F.E. Hart.   All Rights Reserved.   Used with permission.   ©2020 The Bradford Exchange    01-31613-001-BI

Connect with Us!

to the brotherhood of veterans... to the brotherhood of veterans... 

we will never forget!we will never forget!

Hand-crafted in Solid Sterling Silver 

with Rich 18K Gold Plating

Engraved Inside the Band with 

“Pride and Brotherhood”

Featuring a Custom Cut Genuine 

Black Onyx Center Stone

Magni�cently Detailed from Every Angle

united states veteran
commemorative ring

for distinguished service

Exclusively from the bradford exchange

Satisfaction Guaranteed!
To assure a proper fit, a ring sizer will be 

sent to you after your reservation has 

been accepted.

strength of character, while the richness of the silver, gold and onyx honor the 

values that they hold. Each ring is individually crafted in solid sterling silver with 

gleaming 18K gold plating, and features a stirring image of the Vietnam War 

Memorial in raised relief standing out against a custom cut genuine black onyx 

center stone. The contrast of silver and gold is continued in the prongs holding 

YES.

Veteran” Commemorative Ring

described in this announcement.

Ring Size

Satisfaction Guaranteed!
To assure a proper fit, a ring sizer will be 

sent to you after your reservation has 

been accepted.

Arrives in a Deluxe Wood Presentation Case 

with a Plaque Engraved with “Honoring 

Those Who Served”

The Bradford Exchange
P.O.Box 806, Morton Grove, IL 60053-0806

Uniquely Designed. Exclusively Yours.

https://www.bradfordexchange.com/std-checkout/131613001.html?&cm_ven=URL&cm_cat=bradfordexchange.com/31613&cm_pla=DirectLoad&cm_ite=DirectLoad&utm_source=URL&utm_medium=DirectLoad&utm_term=bradfordexchange.com/31613
https://www.bradfordexchange.com/
www.bradfordexchange.com/31613


Editor’s note: In celebration of the 
Marine Corps’ 245th birthday, we are 
publishing the speech given by Jim Lehrer, 
veteran Marine and legendary journalist, 
at the dedication of the National Museum 
of the Marine Corps on Nov. 10, 2006 in 
Triangle, Va. 

M
r. President, Generals, Colonels, 
Majors, Captains, Lieutenants, 
:DUUDQW�2I¿�FHUV��6HUJHDQWV��

&RUSRUDOV��3ULYDWHV��ODGLHV�DQG�JHQWOHPHQ�
We are the Marines. And in this 
PXVHXP��RXU�VWRU\�LV�WROG��,W�LV�D�VLQJOH��
PRQXPHQWDO�VWRU\��PDGH�XS�RI�����\HDUV�
RI�PDQ\�VHSDUDWH�VWRULHV�RI�KHURLVP�DQG�
FRXUDJH��RI�GHGLFDWLRQ�DQG�VDFUL¿�FH��RI�
VHUYLFH�WR�RXU�FRXQWU\�DQG�WR�RXU�&RUSV��RI�
KRQRU�DQG�OR\DOW\�WR�HDFK�RWKHU�LQ�ZDU�DQG�
LQ�SHDFH��7ZR�KXQGUHG�WKLUW\�RQH�\HDUV�
RI�SURIHVVLRQDOLVP�DQG�SULGH��RI�VTXDUHG�
FRUQHUV�DQG�VTXDUHG�DZD\�ORFNHUV��SHUIHFW�
VDOXWHV�DQG�JRRG�KDLUFXWV��ZHOO�VKLQHG�
VKRHV��DQG�H\HV�ULJKW��7ZR�KXQGUHG�WKLUW\�
RQH�\HDUV�RI�6HPSHU�)LV�DQG�',V�
7KH�¿�UVW�WLPH�,�FDPH�WR�4XDQWLFR�ZDV����
\HDUV�DJR��,�FDPH�DV�DQ�RI¿�FHU�FDQGLGDWH��
a PLC [Platoon Leaders Class] on the train 
IURP�:DVKLQJWRQ��KDYLQJ�MXVW� WUDYHOHG�
IURP�7H[DV�RQ�WKH�¿�UVW�DLUSODQH�ULGH�RI�
P\�OLIH��2Q�WKH�RUGHUV�RI�D�GULOO�LQVWUXFWRU��
D�',��,�IHOO�LQ�DW�DWWHQWLRQ�ZLWK����RWKHU�
FDQGLGDWHV�RQ�WKH�SODWIRUP�DW� WKH�WUDLQ�
VWDWLRQ�RYHU�DW�4XDQWLFR��
$QG�WKH�',�WROG�XV�WR�DQVZHU�XS��³+HUH��
VLU�´�ZKHQ�RXU�QDPH�ZDV�FDOOHG��$QG�KH�
JRW�WR�PLQH��DQG�KH�VDLG��³/H�KHUH�HU�HU�́ �
$QG��OLNH�VRPH�NLQG�RI�LGLRW��,�EOXUWHG�RXW��
³,W¶V�SURQRXQFHG�/HKUHU��VLU�´
7KHUH�ZDV� VLOHQFH�� DEVROXWH� VLOHQFH��
$QG� WKHQ� ,� KHDUG� WKH� WHUULI\LQJ� FOLFN��
FOLFN��FOLFN�RI�OHDWKHU�KHHOV�RQ�WKH�GHFN�
RI�WKDW�WUDLQ�VWDWLRQ�SODWIRUP�FRPLQJ�LQ�
P\�GLUHFWLRQ��$QG�VXGGHQO\�WKHUH�KH�ZDV��
WKH�',��ULJKW�LQ�IURQW�RI�PH��KLV�IDFH�ULJKW�

XS�LQ�PLQH��$QG�,�SDUDSKUDVH�DQG�FOHDQVH�
LW�XS�D�ELW��EXW�KH�VDLG��³&DQGLGDWH��LI�,�VD\�
\RXU�QDPH�LV�/LWWOH�%R�3HHS��\RXU�QDPH�
LV�/LWWOH�%R�3HHS��'R�\RX�KHDU�PH"´�2K��
,�KHDUG�KLP�DOO�ULJKW��$QG�,�WKLQN�LW�ZDV�
DW�WKDW�YHU\�PRPHQW�WKDW�,�UHDOO\�EHFDPH�
D�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�0DULQH��
,¶P�VWLOO�RQH�WRGD\��DQG�,�ZLOO�UHPDLQ�
RQH�IRUHYHU��DV�GLG�P\�ODWH�IDWKHU��DQG�DV�
LV�P\�ROGHU�DQG�RQO\�EURWKHU��
,�FDPH�IURP�D�IDPLO\�RI�0DULQHV�LQWR�
WKH�IDPLO\�RI�0DULQHV��0\�IDWKHU�VHUYHG�LQ�
WKH�����V�XQGHU�WKH�JUHDW�6PHGOH\�%XWOHU�
ULJKW�KHUH�DW�4XDQWLFR��+H�VDZ�FRPEDW�LQ�
+DLWL�DQG�FDPH�RXW�D�FRUSRUDO��0\�EURWKHU�
DQG�,�ZHUH�ERWK�����V�&ROG�:DU�0DULQHV�
LQ�WKH��UG�0DULQH�'LYLVLRQ�LQ�WKH�)DU�(DVW��
6LQFH�RXU�&RUSV�ZDV�IRXQGHG�RQ�WKLV�

GD\�LQ�������WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�PRUH�WKDQ���
PLOOLRQ�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�ZKR�KDYH�ZRUQ�
WKH�XQLIRUP�RI�D�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�0DULQH��
7KLV� PXVHXP� LV� DERXW� DOO� RI� WKHP��
LQFOXGLQJ�XV�WKUHH�³/H�KHUH�HU�HUV�́ �DQG�
HYHQ�WKH�/LWWOH�%R�3HHSV��7KDW¶V�EHFDXVH�
WKLV�PXVHXP�LV�DERXW�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�WR�EH�
D�0DULQH��QR�PDWWHU�WKH�WLPH��WKH�OHQJWK��
SODFH��UDQN��RU�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�VHUYLFH�
,W¶V�DERXW� WKH�VKDUHG�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�
WKH�VKDUHG�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�FRPHV�IURP�
EHLQJ�D�8�6��0DULQH��VXFK�DV�NQRZLQJ�
WKDW�\RX�DUH�RQO\�DV�VWURQJ�DQG�DV�VDIH�DV�
WKH�SHUVRQ�RQ�\RXU�ULJKW�DQG�RQ�\RXU�OHIW��
WKDW�D�ZHOO�WUDLQHG�DQG�PRWLYDWHG�KXPDQ�
EHLQJ�FDQ�DFFRPSOLVK�DOPRVW�DQ\WKLQJ��
WKDW�EHLQJ�SXVKHG�WR�GR�\RXU�YHU\�EHVW�LV�
D�JRGVHQG��WKDW�DQ�RUGHU�LV�DQ�RUGHU��D�GXW\�
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The National Museum of the Marine Corps in Triangle, Va., was dedicated on Nov. 10, 

2006, the 231st Birthday of the Marine Corps. Legendary broadcaster and veteran 

Marine Jim Lehrer was the keynote speaker at the dedication ceremony.

Editor’s note: In celebration of the 
Marine Corps’ 245th birthday, we are 
publishing the speech given by Jim Lehrer, 
veteran Marine and legendary journalist, 
at the dedication of the National Museum 
of the Marine Corps on Nov. 10, 2006 in 
Triangle, Va. 

M
r. President, Generals, Colonels, 
Majors, Captains, Lieutenants, 
:DUUDQW�2I¿�FHUV��6HUJHDQWV��

&RUSRUDOV��3ULYDWHV��ODGLHV�DQG�JHQWOHPHQ�
We are the Marines. And in this 
PXVHXP��RXU�VWRU\�LV�WROG��,W�LV�D�VLQJOH��
PRQXPHQWDO�VWRU\��PDGH�XS�RI�����\HDUV�
RI�PDQ\�VHSDUDWH�VWRULHV�RI�KHURLVP�DQG�
FRXUDJH��RI�GHGLFDWLRQ�DQG�VDFUL¿�FH��RI�
VHUYLFH�WR�RXU�FRXQWU\�DQG�WR�RXU�&RUSV��RI�
KRQRU�DQG�OR\DOW\�WR�HDFK�RWKHU�LQ�ZDU�DQG�
LQ�SHDFH��7ZR�KXQGUHG�WKLUW\�RQH�\HDUV�
RI�SURIHVVLRQDOLVP�DQG�SULGH��RI�VTXDUHG�
FRUQHUV�DQG�VTXDUHG�DZD\�ORFNHUV��SHUIHFW�
VDOXWHV�DQG�JRRG�KDLUFXWV��ZHOO�VKLQHG�

By Jim Lehrer
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is a duty, that responsibility goes down 
the chain of command as well as up, as 
do loyalty and respect. That leadership 
can be taught, so can bearing, discipline 
and honor. That “follow me” really does 
mean “follow me”; and that that Semper 
Fidelis really does mean 
“always faithful”; and that 
“The Marines’ Hymn” is so 
much more than just a song.

My Marine experience 
helped shape who I am now 
personally and pro fes sional-
ly, and I am grateful for that 
on an almost daily basis. 
$QG�,�RIWHQ�¿�QG�P\VHOI�ZLVK�
ing everyone had a similar 
opportunity to learn about 
shared dependence, loyalty, 
responsibility to and for 
others, about mutual respect 
and honor, and about the 
power of appealing to the 
best that’s in us as human 
beings, not the worst.

As a journalist, there has 
been one overriding effect of my Marine 
experience: While debates over sending 
Americans into harm’s way are always 
about issues of foreign policy, geopolitics 
and sometimes even politics, for me, they 
are also always about young lance 

corporals and second lieu tenants and other 
very real people in all branches of the 
U.S. military, people with names, ranks, 
serial numbers, faces, families, and 
futures that may never be.

When Marines stand for or sing “The 
Marines’ Hymn,” as we will 
at the conclusion of this 
ceremony, it’s never for our-
selves per sonally. It’s al ways 
for the Marines who went 
before us, with us, and after 
us. First and foremost for 
those who gave their lives, 
their health, their everything 
at places such as Tripoli, 
Belleau Wood, Haiti, Wake 
Island, Guadal canal, Pele liu, 
Iwo Jima, Chosin, Inchon, 
Da Nang, Khe Sanh, Beirut, 
and Baghdad, Fal lujah and 
Ramadi.

The death rate among 
Marines in Iraq has been 
more than double that of the 
RWKHU�VHUYLFHV��7KDW¶V�D�¿�UVW�

WR�¿�JKW��¿�UVW�ZDYH�SDWWHUQ�WKDW�KDV�SUHWW\�
much held since the Revolutionary War 
ZKHQ����RI�WKH�YHU\�¿�UVW�8�6��0DULQHV�RI�
our country died in combat. Their mission 
was aboard ship; there are still Marines 
who serve at sea.

7KHUH�DUH�RWKHUV�ZKR�À�\�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�
jets and helicopters, man the artillery, 
operate tanks and trucks, feed and supply 
the troops, compute and collate, train and 
inspect, march and make music, recruit, 
guard and escort, radio and communicate, 
patrol and snipe, as well as save tsunami, 
earthquake and other disaster victims 
around the world, collect toys at Christmas 
time for American kids in need, stage a 
marathon run through Washington, D.C., 
for charity, or do whatever else needs to 
be done, particularly if the need is for it 
to be done well and be done immediately.

We are the Marines. And in the language 
RI�WKH�ULÀ�H�UDQJH��ZH�DUH�DOZD\V�UHDG\�RQ�
the right, ready on the left, all ready on 
WKH�¿�ULQJ�OLQH��ZKDWHYHU�NLQG�RI�¿�ULQJ�LV�
required, and wherever that line may be.

Author’s bio: Jim Lehrer was a jour-
nalist and author and was commissioned 
in the Marine Corps after graduating from 
the University of Missouri School of 
Journalism. He served for three years as 
DQ�LQIDQWU\�RI¿�FHU��/HKUHU�LV�EHVW�NQRZQ�
as the executive editor and anchor of the 
PBS News Hour. Initially called The 
MacNeil/Lehrer News Hour and later the 
News Hour with Jim Lehrer, he anchored 
the show from 1983 until 2011. Lehrer 
died in January at the age of 85.
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JIM LEHRER’S RULES 

FOR JOURNALISTS

» Do nothing I cannot defend.
» Cover, write and present every 

story with the care I would want 
if the story were about me.

» Assume there is at least one other 
side or version to every story.

» Assume the viewer is as smart and 
caring and good a person as I am.

» Assume the same about all people 
on whom I report.

» Assume personal lives are a private 
matter until a legitimate turn in 
the story absolutely mandates 
otherwise.

» Carefully separate opinion and 
analysis from straight news stories 
and clearly label everything.

» Do not use anonymous sources or 
blind quotes except on rare and 
monumental occasions. No one 
should be allowed to attack another 
anonymously.

» “I am not in the entertainment 
business.”

Among those who had a front-row seat for Lehrer’s speech at the museum’s dedication 

ceremony were, from left to right, LtGen James Amos, deputy commandant for 

Combat Development and Integration; Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen 

Peter Pace; the 33rd Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen Michael W. Hagee; and 

President George W. Bush. (DOD photo)

Jim Lehrer was commis-

sioned a second lieu ten-

ant in 1956 and went on 

to become a highly re-

spected news anchor for 

PBS. (USMC photo)
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By William M. Helvey 
with LtCol Virgil “Duke” Brandon, USMC (Ret)

Author’s note: This article is based on 
the experiences of Lieutenant Colonel 
Virgil “Duke” Brandon who entered the 
Naval Aviation Cadet program in 1952, 
earned his wings as a naval aviator and 
ZDV�FRPPLVVLRQHG�D�0DULQH�RI¿FHU� LQ�
������+H�ÀHZ�¿JKWHU�DLUFUDIW�WKURXJKRXW�
his career, starting with F2H4 Banshees 
and finishing with the F-4 Phantom 
II. Completing more than 200 combat 
missions in Vietnam, he also served as the 
H[HFXWLYH�RI¿FHU�RI�90)������,Q�WKH�HDUO\�
1970s, he commanded VMA(AW)-224 at 
0DULQH�&RUSV�$LU�6WDWLRQ�&KHUU\�3RLQW��

The article focuses on Marine Corps 
developments in aerial refueling, in which 
/W&RO�%UDQGRQ�ZDV�GLUHFWO\�LQYROYHG�DV�
D�\RXQJ�SLORW��$HULDO�UHIXHOLQJ�RI�WDFWLFDO�
jets represented a big step toward giving 
WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�VWUDWHJLF�PRELOLW\��2QFH�
this procedure was standardized, it gave 
WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�WKH�FDSDELOLW\�WR�GHSOR\�
VWULNH�MHWV�UDSLGO\�RYHU�ORQJ�GLVWDQFHV�DQG�
supported the Marine Corps’ promise of 
³¿UVW�WR�¿JKW�́ �

T
oday, the Marine Corps operates 
in a “Space Age” of high-tech 
satellites, global positioning sys-

tems, robotic drones, nuclear-powered 
aircraft carriers and giant transport air-
craft, which routinely cross the planet’s 
largest oceans nonstop. 

Between the end of World War II and 
the beginning of the Vietnam War (1945 to 
1965), a primary mission of the American 
military, especially the Marine Corps and 
Navy, was to protect American allies in 
Asia, such as Korea, Taiwan, Vietnam 
and the Philippines. A recurring challenge 
was the need to reduce the time necessary 
WR�GHOLYHU�PHQ�DQG�ZHDSRQV�WR�IDU�ÀXQJ�
3DFL¿F� ORFDWLRQV��7KLV�ZDV�D�FULWLFDOO\�
important requirement for the Marine 
&RUSV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�IXO¿OO� WKH�UROH�RI� WKH�
QDWLRQ¶V�³¿UVW�WR�¿JKW´�IRUFH�

For decades, only multiengine patrol 
and transport planes could “island hop” 
across the Pacific. Delivering single-
HQJLQH�¿JKWHU�DQG�DWWDFN�SODQHV²ZLWK�

SODQH�DQG�SLORW�UHDG\�WR�À\�PLVVLRQV²
ZDV�VWLOO�GRQH�E\�VKLS��7KH�KRSH�RI�À\LQJ�
such combat-ready squadrons across the 
3DFL¿F�LQ�³7UDQV3DF´�ÀLJKWV�UHPDLQHG�
an elusive dream, but the dream never 
died. A new war, a new option and an old 
0DULQH�WUDGLWLRQ�VSDUNHG�D�PDMRU�DGYDQFH�
in delivering combat-ready Marine pilots 
and planes farther, faster and safer.

Not until the Cold War, with the need 
for refueling transcontinental bombers, 
did aerial refueling become a regularly 
used capability of the U.S. Air Force. The 

Strategic Air Command’s need to service 
ORQJ�UDQJH�ERPEHUV�UHVXOWHG� LQ� WDQNHU�
aircraft that used a long tube, or a “boom,” 
controlled by a crewmember aboard the 
WDQNHU��WR�UDSLGO\�GHOLYHU�ODUJH�DPRXQWV�RI�
fuel to another aircraft. The more widely 
used “probe and drogue” system to refuel 
VLQJOH�HQJLQH�MHWV�WUDLOHG�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�
availability, even in the Air Force. 
7KH�¿UVW�UHSRUWHG�RSHUDWLRQDO�XVH�RI�

such a system was very limited. In Korea, 
.%����WDQNHUV��FRQYHUWHG�%���V��UHIXHOHG�
)���V�WKDW�ZHUH�À\LQJ�ORQJ�PLVVLRQV�RYHU�

North Korea with the probe and drogue 
provided by Flight Refueling, Ltd., an 
English company. By mid-decade, many 
RI�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV¶�VLQJOH�HQJLQH�MHW�
aircraft were equipped with refueling 
SUREHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�WZR�DWWDFN�VTXDGURQV�
of FJ-4B Furies of Marine Air Group-13 
(MAG-13), 1st Marine Brigade. A sudden 
crisis between Taiwan and the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC), with real threats 
of a nuclear war, were the circumstances 
under which the following sequence of 
events unfolded. 

On Aug. 23, 1958, the PRC began an 
intensive artillery shelling of both the 
Quemoy and Matsu islands, which were 
occupied and staunchly defended by 
troops of Taiwan. These two islands, as 
well as Taiwan itself, were claimed by the 
PRC. Quemoy and Matsu were 5 miles 
from mainland China and 100 miles from 
Taiwan. Soon thereafter, an all-out air war 
commenced. Uncertain as to whether the 
PRC would invade the islands or even 
Taiwan, Secretary of State John Foster 
Dulles announced that if necessary, the 
U.S. would use nuclear weapons to defend 
Taiwan and the islands. While the PRC 
did not have nuclear weapons at the time, 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 

MajGen Paul J. Fontana led VMF-112 in 

combat during the Guadalcanal cam-

paign and scored five enemy aircraft 

kills. He later commanded 2nd MAW and 

1st MAW in Vietnam.

OPERATION CANNONBALL 

Marine Aircra� Group 13 
Pioneers USMC Aerial Refueling 
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which did have nuclear weapons, was 
led by Nikita Khrushchev, who pub-
licly committed to fully supporting 
the PRC in any expansion of that war.
The U.S. immediately proceeded to in-
FUHDVH� VXSSRUW� WR� WKH�8�6��ÀHHW� LQ� WKH�
Taiwan Strait. Part of that support was 
the immediate relocation of MAG-11 
from its home base at Naval Air Station 
Atsugi, located 20 miles west of Tokyo, to 
Taiwan, and the deployment of MAG-13 
from Kaneohe, Hawaii to Atsugi, Japan. 
,Q�6HSWHPEHU��0$*����EHJDQ�ÀLJKWV�

from their Taiwan base, avoiding the 
DLU�ZDU�XQOHVV�¿UHG�XSRQ��0$*����ZDV�
directed to replace MAG-11 at Atsugi. 
In late September, VMF-232 and half 
of the FJ-4s and pilots of VMA-212 and 
VMA-214 boarded an aircraft carrier at 
Pearl Harbor and proceeded to Japan, a 
trip that would take nine to 10 days. It 
was also determined that the remaining 
aircraft—10 from VMA-212 and 10 from 
90$����²ZRXOG�À\�WR�-DSDQ��$QG�VR��
WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV¶�¿UVW�7UDQV3DF�IURP�
Hawaii to Japan of a squadron of single-
engine attack planes was planned and 
executed on short notice. From the day 
they were advised to “pack it up and go” 
until departure was about two weeks. 

%\�WKH�¿UVW�ZHHN�LQ�2FWREHU��SODQV�ZHUH�
¿QDOL]HG�IRU����DWWDFN�SODQHV�WR�À\�IURP�
Hawaii to Japan, island-hopping in three 
GD\V�� XWLOL]LQJ� DLU�WR�DLU� UHIXHOLQJ� E\�
aerial tankers of the Air Force and the 
Navy. Even though the jets would be 
island hopping, the distance between 
islands was much greater than the range 

RI�WKH�¿JKWHU�MHWV��WKXV�WKH�QHHG�WR�UHIXHO�
GXULQJ�WKH�ÀLJKW�
7KH�DHULDO�UHIXHOLQJ�ZDV�FDOOHG�2SHU�

ation Cannonball, named and led by Col-
RQHO�3DXO�-��)RQWDQD��FRPPDQGLQJ�RI¿FHU�
of MAG-13. Fontana had been a young 
squadron commander during World War 
II on Guadalcanal, where he became an 

Above: A Marine FJ-4B 

Fury aircraft of VMA-214 

takes on fuel from an 

Air Force Boeing KB-50J 

Superfortress.

Left: John F. “Jack” Bolt 

climbs into the cockpit of an 

FJ-4B Fury in 1957. He had 

scored six victories over 

Japanese aircraft in WW II 

while flying Corsairs with 

VMF-214. In the Korean War 

while flying the F-86 Sabre 

as an exchange officer in an 

Air Force squadron, he 

achieved six more kills 

during aerial combat with 

enemy MiG-15s.
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ace. Leading VMA-214 was Lieutenant 
Colonel John F. “Jack” Bolt Jr., a two-war 
DFH��+H�JRW�KLV�¿UVW�VL[�NLOOV�GXULQJ�::�
II when he was a member of the Black 
6KHHS�VTXDGURQ��7KH�QH[W�VL[�ZHUH�LQ�WKH�
.RUHDQ�:DU��7KH�90$�����FRQWLQJHQW�
was led by its commander, Lieutenant 
Colonel Clarence Moore.

On day one, Sunday, Oct. 5, 1958, 20 
aircraft departed Kaneohe in the morning 
and landed at Midway Island, where 
they refueled and remained overnight. 
On day two, the pilots departed Midway 
bound for Guam with a rendezvous 
scheduled with Air Force tankers over 
:DNH�,VODQG��7KH�WDQNHU�ZDV�D�.%�����
D�PRGL¿HG�%���� ERPEHU��ZKLFK� LWVHOI�
KDG�EHHQ�D�PRGL¿FDWLRQ�RI�D�%�����$OO�
20 of the planes refueled as scheduled, 
H[FHSW�RQH��7KDW�SLORW�KDG�D�URXJK�GD\�RI�
it. Although many pilots required more 
than one try to plug into the tanker’s hose, 
everyone else had refueled. One pilot and 
the Air Force tanker pilot were running 
RXW�RI�WLPH�DQG�GLVWDQFH��:KHQ�WKH�.%�
���SLORW�¿QDOO\�UHSRUWHG�KH�ZRXOG�KDYH�
to return to his base without successfully 
refueling the last plane, there followed a 
brief conversation between LtCol Bolt 
and the tanker pilot: 

Bolt to the tanker pilot: “Sir, what is 
your rank?”

Tanker pilot to Bolt: “Major.”

Bolt: “Major, this is LtCol John Bolt, 
and I am ordering you to put your plane 
in a 30-degree bank.”

Bolt’s “suggestion” allowed the tanker 
pilot to meet his need to return to base 
but to also continue to trail the drogue 
IRU�D�¿QDO�DWWHPSW�E\�WKH�ODVW�SLORW�LQ�WKH�
MAG to refuel. He made it, and by the 
end of the day, 20 Marine FJ-4Bs landed 
safely at Guam. Evidently, there was 
HQRXJK�FRQFHUQ�GXULQJ�WKH�¿QDO�DWWHPSW�
at refueling the last aircraft that there was 
talk of locating ships in the area in case 
that last pilot did not refuel and did not 
KDYH�IXHO�HQRXJK�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�:DNH��6R��
it was, as they say, a close call.

On day three, the Marine pilots awoke 
to bad weather around Guam and the route 

RI�ÀLJKW��7ZR�SODQHV�ZHUH�VHQW�DV�SDWK�
¿QGHUV��7KH\�FOLPEHG�WR��������IHHW�DQG�
still did not top the storm and icing 
FRQGLWLRQV��WKH�ÀLJKW�ZDV�UHVFKHGXOHG�IRU�
WKH�QH[W�GD\��2Q�GD\�IRXU�����SODQHV�OHG�
E\�&RO�)RQWDQD�GHSDUWHG�*XDP�LQ�ÀLJKWV�
of four so the Navy tankers could service 
them over Iwo Jima. The AJ-2 Savage 
was a twin-engine (prop) nuclear bomber. 
,W�KDG�EHHQ�GHVLJQHG�VSHFL¿FDOO\�IRU�WKH�
1DY\�WR�À\�IURP�FDUULHUV�ZLWK�D�QXFOHDU�
weapon aboard to strike the enemy but 
KDG�EHHQ�PRGL¿HG�WR�EH�DQ�DLUERUQH�UH�
IXHOHU��%\�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�GD\�RQ�:HGQHVGD\��
Oct. 8, 1958, all pilots and planes that had 
departed Kaneohe three days earlier were 
at Naval Air Station Atsugi, Japan. Atsugi 
would be their home for several months. 

Marine FJ-4Bs from VMA-214 and VMA-212 refuel during flight. The two squadrons 

played key roles in the Corps’ first TransPac from Hawaii to Japan. (Photo courtesy 

of Peter Mersky and Stephane Nicolaou)

Close up of FJ-4B Fury similar to the ones flown by the Marine aviators of VMA-212 and VMA-214.
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Lieutenant Colonel Virgil “Duke” 
Brandon planned and participated in 
the Cannonball TransPac to Japan and a 
year later planned the Cannonball II from 
Kaneohe to Alameda. His experiences 
give insight into some of the challenges 
DQG�ULVNV�RI�WKHVH�WZR�HDUO\�À�LJKWV�

A
ccording to Brandon, “As I re-
PHPEHU�WKH�$WVXJL�À�LJKWV��WKHUH�
were two USAF tankers for each 

VTXDGURQ�DW�:DNH��DQG�ZH�KDG�DOO�TXDOL¿�HG�
at Kaneohe on the KB-50. After refueling 
over Wake, both Bill Brothers and I had 
problems trans ferring fuel from our drop 
tanks. He only got half the fuel in each 
tank, and I had one tank that did not 
transfer at all. I calculated that I could 
make it if I jet tisoned my tanks. The 
empty one fell off, but the full one did 
not. It became a little dicey then. I cruise 
climbed to 42,000 feet to save fuel and 
PDGH�LW��7KH�IXOO�WDQN�¿�QDOO\�IHOO�RII�MXVW�
off the coast of Guam. Brothers coaxed 
enough fuel out of his tanks to make it 
DOVR��7KH�¿�QDO�GD\��RYHU�,ZR�-LPD��ZH�
refueled off of AJ tankers provided by 
the Navy. Each AJ had a single drogue 
(each USAF tanker trailed two drogues), 
VR�ZH�À�HZ�LQ�À�LJKWV�RI�IRXU�ZLWK�LQWHUYDOV�
EHWZHHQ�À�LJKWV�WR�DOORZ�WKH�$-V�WR�ODQG�
DQG�UHORDG��0\�À�LJKW�WLPHV�ORJJHG�IRU�WKH�
HQWLUH�7UDQV3DF�IURP�.DQHRKH�ZHUH�
.DQHRKH�WR�0LGZD\������KRXUV
0LGZD\�WR�*XDP������KRXUV
*XDP�WR�$WVXJL������KRXUV�
“I was the last plane out of Guam, and 

I had to hustle to catch the group before 
we entered an overcast but the last hour to 
Atsugi was CAVU [ceiling and visibility 
unlimited] and smooth f lying. Two 
hundred miles out, we could see the sun 
on Mount Fuji.”

It is important to note that military 
leaders at high levels believed that without 
the use of nuclear weapons, the U.S. and 
Taiwan could not successfully repulse a 
communist attack on Quemoy and Matsu. 
7KH� WZR�DWWDFN�VTXDGURQV�RI�0$*����
ZHUH�VSHFL¿�FDOO\�WUDLQHG�WR�GHOLYHU�QXFOHDU�
weapons. Their deployment represented 
PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�JHWWLQJ�PRUH�¿�JKWHU�DLUFUDIW�
in the region. Although some tensions 
re mained, a diplomatic solution was 
DFKLHYHG��DQG����\HDUV�ODWHU��QR�FKDQJH�
in the status of these islands has occurred.
%\�'HFHPEHU�RI�������0$*����KDG�

returned to Kaneohe and devised another 
SODQ��QDPHG�&DQQRQEDOO�,,�� WR�À�\�WKHLU�
jets to Alameda, near San Francisco, 
using only squadron FJs, but equipped 
with “buddy” tanks whereby they could 
transfer fuel to another squadron plane. 
These buddy tanks were used in various 
ways. Strike jets could take off with a 
heavier load of ordnance, top off with fuel 
soon after takeoff from another jet with 

a buddy tank and then have the gas to 
complete the mission. Or a jet with buddy 
tanks could refuel jets that might be short 
of fuel as they returned from a mission, a 
practice that was especially useful when 
operating from an aircraft carrier. 
,Q�������0$*����SODQQHG�WR�À�\�WZR�

planes to Alameda from Kaneohe for re-
work and overhaul. At that time, Bolt was 
LQ�FKDUJH�RI�À�LJKW�SODQQLQJ��DQG�%UDQGRQ�
was on his staff. They devised a plan to 
launch six planes—two for the 2,100 miles 
to the coast and four FJs with buddy tank—
to refuel each TransPac plane twice. 
Tanker aircraft A and B refueled the 
TransPac aircraft and also refueled tanker 
aircraft C and D soon after taking off. 
Tankers A and B then returned to 
.DQHRKH��7DQNHU�DLUFUDIW�&�DQG�'�À�HZ�
on with the TransPac jets, and when about 
500 miles out from Hawaii, refueled the 
two TransPac planes again. Tankers C 
and D returned to Kaneohe while the 
TransPac FJs continued on to Alameda, 
������PLOHV�DZD\��7KLV�XQLTXH�³GR�LW�\RXU�
self” plan worked with the two FJ-4Bs 
arriving at Alameda with more than an 
hour of fuel remaining, and all four tanker 
FJ-4Bs returned safely to Kaneohe. The 
experience was not without incident—
bent probes and a broken canopy were 
part of that learning experience.  
7KH�&DQQRQEDOO�7UDQV3DF�À�LJKWV� LQ�

1958 and 1959 were, perhaps, small steps 
E\�0$*�����EXW�WKH�7DLZDQ�6WUDLW�&ULVLV�
of 1958, aerial refueling experience, and 
the age-old pursuit by the Marine Corps 
WR�EH�D�VHOI�VXI¿�FLHQW�PLOLWDU\�IRUFH�DOO�
contributed to the acquisition of a squad-
URQ�RI�.&�����WDQNHUV��7KH�.&����V�ZHUH�
GHVLJQHG�IRU�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�DQG�¿�UVW�
GHOLYHUHG�LQ������WR�D�QHZ�VTXDGURQ�GHV�
LJQD�WLRQ�� 90*5����� �0DULQH� $HULDO�
5HIXHOHU�7UDQVSRUW� 6TXDGURQ� ������ ,Q�
-DQXDU\�RI�������WKH�QHZ�.&����V�PRYHG�
18 F-8Us of VMF-121 from MCAS El 
Toro to MCAS Iwakuni. By the time 
General Marion Carl led the 1st Marine 
%ULJDGH�LQWR�EDWWOH�LQ�9LHWQDP�LQ�������
the Marine Corps had its own tankers and 
experienced crews. Marines were routine-
O\�À�\LQJ�¿�JKWHU�DQG�DWWDFN�MHWV�7UDQV3DF�
from California to Vietnam farther, faster 
and safer than ever before, and continue 
WR�GR�VR�ZLWK�QHZHU�YHUVLRQV�RI�.&����V�
to this day.

Author’s bio: William Helvey entered 
WKH�8�6��1DY\�LQ������DQG�ZDV�D�À�LJKW�
VXUJHRQ�ZLWK�0$*����IURP�����������
+H�DFFRPSDQLHG�WKH�WUDQV�3DFL¿�F�À�LJKW�
WR�$WVXJL�À�\LQJ�LQ�DQ�5�'��&�����DV�SDUW�
RI�WKH�VXSSRUW�JURXS�+H�OHIW�WKH�1DY\�LQ�
�����DQG�ZHQW�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�IRU�1$6$�LQ�
WKH�$SROOR�SURJUDP�
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SEA STORY 
OF THE MONTH

He Ended Up in the 
Corps by Accident

I was an Army medic 
with the 5/60th Infantry, 9th 
Infantry Division, in South 
Vietnam’s Mekong Delta 
in November 1968. After a 
close encounter of the worst 
kind with a Viet Cong land 
mine, I wound up in an 
Army hospital in Yokohama, 
Japan. In the bed across 
from me was a Marine. 

Though I had talked with 
this fellow many times, I 
had never seen his face. He 
had been shot in the chest 
several times, and it hurt to 
sit up, he said. Thus, I often 
conversed with the covered 
shape on his bed. 

I inquired as to how he 
had been drafted. It was a 
year before, he said, when 
he had shown up late at the 
Air Force Examining and 
Entrance Station on the day 
of his induction. All went 
well until 1400 when all 
hands were taken into a big 
room to be sworn in. Before 
that happened, a sergeant 
came in and announced that 
four draftees were needed 
for the Marine Corps. 
Noting that four guys were 
late, including my new 
friend across the hospital 
aisle, he said, “You four are 
going into the Marines as 
draftees.” 

As he was relating this, 
my new friend forced 
himself up on his elbows, 
looked across at me, and 
said, “I’m proud to be a 
Marine, but I swear I’ll 
never be late for anything 
the rest of my life!” 

Mac Mackechnie 
Anoka, Minn.

The Lightning 
Was Shocking

While attending “summer 
camp” at Camp Lejeune 
while in the Marine Corps 

Reserve in the 1950s, 
a lightning strike that I 
experienced could have 
ended up as a tragedy. My 
VTXDG�KDG�MXVW�¿QLVKHG�D�
training exercise, and the 
company was waiting for 
the cattle cars to transport 
the troops in for evening 
chow. Since it was August 
and very hot, a heavy storm 
developed. One of my squad 
members alerted me that the 
timing between lightning 
strikes indicated that the 
storm was getting closer and 
we were in possible danger. 
I started to order my squad 
to move to the road adjacent 
to the range to get out of 

GDQJHU��%HIRUH�,�FRXOG�¿QLVK�
my order, a bolt of lightning 
bounced off an electrical 
pole landing right in the 
middle of where we were 
standing.

As the lightning bolt 
went into the ground, 
I momentarily felt an 
electrical shock followed 
by several members of 
my squad being picked up 
and thrown in different 
directions. Assessing the 
situation, I found that two of 
my Marines were injured, 
including one seriously. I 
again ordered my squad to 
the road and got help for 
the injured. One Marine 
who was carrying a ram 
rod was burned because the 
rod had been a conduit for 
the lightning to enter his 
body. The most seriously 
injured Marine had to be 

transported to sick bay for 
treatment. I had no idea that 
my company commander 
witnessed the happening 
until he made a point to seek 
me out and commend me for 
a job well done. 

Sgt Paul L. Carbone
Franklin, Mass.

Going AWOL?
One night in 1979 I was 

standing guard duty in the 
wee hours of the morning 
while I was in boot camp 
at Parris Island. While 
walking my post I saw a 
person walking toward me 
in the dark. I belted out, 
“Halt, who goes there?” He 
introduced himself as the 
RI¿FHU�RI�WKH�GD\�DQG�JDYH�
his rank and name. I do not 
remember his name, but I 
believe he was a colonel.

“Advance and be 
recognized,” I shouted, all 
the while shaking in my 
boots. As he approached, 
I rendered a salute. He 
proceeded to ask me a 
question which I believed 
to be, “Do you want to go 
for a walk?” “Sir, yes, Sir!” 
I shouted. “You want to go 
AWOL, recruit?” he yelled 
in my face. “Sir, no, Sir,” I 
shouted, shaking even more. 
“What’s your 5th General 
Order recruit?” he shouted. 
I recited the 5th General 
Order. “Resume your post, 
recruit,” he said, and then he 
left. To this day I have never 
thought of going AWOL.

Cpl Larry Reynolds
USMC, 1979-1983

Portland, Ore.

The Army Never Knew 
What Hit Them

The Korean armistice 
took effect on July 27, 
1953. The next morning, 
we were ordered to 
GHVWUR\�DOO�IRUWL¿FDWLRQV��
trenches, bunkers, etc. 
After accomplishing this, 
1st Marine Division moved 
several miles to the rear 

and each unit set up their 
respective areas. I was 
a machine gunner with 
H/3/1. The 3rd Battalion 
had a fairly large rear area 
complete with sound tents, 
motor pool and sick bay.

Our platoon leader was 
First Lieutenant Romano, 
a Mustang World War 
II veteran of the island 
hopping campaigns and the 
EHVW�GDPQ�RI¿FHU�,�HYHU�
served under.

Romano was moved to 
company XO and promoted 
me to company driver. One 
day I was summoned to the 
&2¶V�WHQW�ZKLFK�ZDV�¿OOHG�
ZLWK�RI¿FHUV��/W�5RPDQR�
took me outside out of 
earshot and prying ears, and 
said, “Have you noticed that 
battalion has electricity?” I 
had noticed. He then said, 
“It would sure be nice if 
we had it too, wouldn’t it?” 
Being a gung-ho PFC, I 
agreed.

“How do we go about 
that, Sir?” I said. He pointed 
out that all we needed was 
a large portable generator. 
He mentioned the Marines 
didn’t have any, but the 
Army did. He explained 
that there was a huge 
Army supply depot about 
30 minutes away and said, 
“Whaddya think, Wes?” 
and walked back into the 
RI¿FHU¶V�WHQW�

I had my orders—sort 
of. I got a buddy of mine, 
Private John Condupi, and 
told him to get a clipboard 
DQG�D�IHZ�RI¿FLDO�ORRNLQJ�
pieces of paper. The next 
morning, we set out for the 
Army supply depot. About a 
mile down the road I pulled 
over and promoted Condupi 
to second lieutenant.

Upon arrival at the supply 
depot we were stopped at 
the main gate by an Army 
MP. I explained that the 
lieutenant and I were tasked 
with picking up a portable 
generator and the lieutenant 

Sea Stories Compiled by Patricia Everett

Before I could finish 

my order, a bolt of 

lightning bounced 

off an electrical pole 

landing right in the 

middle of where we 

were standing.
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had the paperwork. Condupi 
dutifully waved the 
clipboard and the MP told us 
ZKHUH�WR�¿QG�WKH�JHQHUDWRUV��
We found them and there 
must have been 30 or 40 of 
them. I backed up to one, 
Condupi hooked it to the 
hitch and off we went. When 
ZH�JRW�EDFN�WR�WKH�JDWH��
the MP saluted and simply 
ZDYHG�XV�WKURXJK�

Over the next several 
days Lt Romano had the 
JHQHUDWRU�SDLQWHG�0DULQH�
JUHHQ�ZLWK�VWHQFLOHG�VHULDO�
QXPEHUV�FRYHULQJ�WKH�
RULJLQDO�$UP\�ROLYH�GUDE��
$V�WKH�JRRG�/RUG�DQG�/W�
Romano said, “Let there be 
OLJKW�´

Several weeks later an 
$UP\�MHHS�IXOO�RI�$UP\�
EUDVV�VKRZHG�XS�ORRNLQJ�IRU�
D�PLVVLQJ�JHQHUDWRU��2XU�
RI¿FHUV�ZHUH�SROLWH�LQ�WKHLU�
response which was, “We 
have no idea what you’re 
WDONLQJ�DERXW�́ �$IWHU�WKH\�
OHIW��WKH�JRRG�OLHXWHQDQW�VHQW�
a case of beer to our squad 
tent. 

Sgt C.C. Westlake
USMC (Ret)

Bozeman, Mont.

Broken Breathalyzer
,�KDG�MXVW�WDNHQ�FRPPDQG�

of an infantry company in 
the 2nd Division at Camp 
/HMHXQH�LQ�6HSWHPEHU������
and had yet to become 
acquainted with my 
0DULQHV��7KH�¿UVW�ZHHNHQG�
DIWHU�WDNLQJ�FRPPDQG��,�
received a call from the 
3URYRVW�0DUVKDOO¶V�2I¿FH�
�302��LQIRUPLQJ�PH�WKDW�
I needed to come and pick 
up one of my Marines. Not 
UHDOO\�NQRZLQJ�ZKDW�WR�
expect I drove to PMO and 
was directed to the master 
VHUJHDQW¶V�RI¿FH��

Seems that the troops 
KDG�EHHQ�SOD\LQJ�FDUGV�LQ�
the barracks and a lance 
corporal had walked to the 
PX to pick up pizza for the 
JURXS��2Q�WKH�ZD\�KH�ZDV�
stopped by an MP because 
RI�WKH�ZD\�KH�ZDV�ZDONLQJ��
7KH�03�MXVW�NQHZ�WKDW�WKH�
lance corporal was drunk 
in public as he couldn’t 
ZDON�LQ�D�VWUDLJKW�OLQH��7KH�

MP administered the usual 
tests for someone under the 
LQÀXHQFH��DQG�MXVW�DV�KH�
expected, the lance corporal 
FRXOGQ¶W�ZDON�VWUDLJKW��7KH�
MP took him to PMO and 
that is where the master 
VHUJHDQW�KDG�KLP�EORZ�LQWR�
the breathalyzer. The master 
VHUJHDQW�HQGHG�XS�JRLQJ�
WKURXJK�WKUHH�RI�WKH�GHYLFHV�
before he called me to come 
pick up my Marine. 
7KH�PDVWHU�VHUJHDQW�ZDV�
VLWWLQJ�DW�KLV�GHVN�ZLWK�
three breathalyzers and was 

¿GGOLQJ�ZLWK�D�IRXUWK��2II�
to the side I saw the lance 
corporal who had his head 
bowed and his face was beet 
UHG��7KH�PDVWHU�VHUJHDQW�
was really pissed as he was 
certain the lance corporal 
KDG�EHHQ�GULQNLQJ�DQG�
WKHUH�KDG�WR�EH�VRPH�PDMRU�
malfunction with the current 
crop of breathalyzers. 
,W�WRRN�D�JUHDW�GHDO�RI�
WDONLQJ�EXW�WKH�PDVWHU�
VHUJHDQW�¿QDOO\�UHDOL]HG�
that the lance corporal 
wasn’t drunk and that the 
breathalyzers were in fact 
UHDGLQJ�WUXH��
*HWWLQJ�WR�NQRZ�WKH�ODQFH�

corporal over the next few 
PRQWKV�DQG�ZDWFKLQJ�KLP��
I often wondered how he 
PDGH�LW�WKURXJK�ERRW�FDPS�
as he really couldn’t walk in 
D�VWUDLJKW�OLQH�

Fast forward to our 
January deployment to 
MWTC. My company 
JXQQ\�DQG�,�WDXJKW�WKH�
company how to ski. We 
were in the Wolf Creek area 
DQG�EHJDQ�WKH�OHVVRQV�ZLWK�
ZDONLQJ�RQ�VNLV�RQ�ÀDW�DQG�
OHYHO�JURXQG��,�ZDV�ZDWFKLQJ�
the company when the lance 
corporal who couldn’t walk 
D�VWUDLJKW�OLQH�IHOO�EDFNZDUGV�

and hit the snow. The skis 
KDG�VKDUS�PHWDO�HGJHV�RQ�
the bottom, and he hit his 
ULJKW�KDQG�RQ�WKH�PHWDO�
HGJLQJ��,PPHGLDWHO\�EORRG�
VWDUWHG�ÀRZLQJ�DQG�VWDLQHG�
the snow around him. I 
skied over to him but by the 
that time he was already on 
his feet. I asked him to show 
me his hand and he stuck 
out his left hand. I admired 
ZKDW�KH�ZDV�WU\LQJ�WR�GR�
but had him show me his 
ULJKW�KDQG��+H�KDG�FXW�KLV�
palm and thumb pad down 
WR�WKH�ERQH��:H�JRW�KLV�KDQG�
EDQGDJHG�XS�DQG�,�VHQW�KLP�
to the medical facility in the 
base camp with instructions 
to stay in the lower base 
FDPS�DV�,�NQHZ�LW�ZDV�JRLQJ�
to take many stitches.
$W�DERXW���D�P��WKH�QH[W�

day, my company corpsman 
came to my tent and 
informed me that the lance 
corporal had walked back 
up the hill in the dark after 
JRLQJ�8$�IURP�WKH�ORZHU�
base camp and wanted to 
know what I wanted to do 
ZLWK�KLP��+H�VSHQW�WKH�QLJKW�
with the company and then 
ZDV�DVVLJQHG�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�
WKH�FRPSDQ\�JXQQ\�WKH�UHVW�
of the winter deployment. 
+H�GLG�D�VXSHU�MRE�IRU�WKH�
FRPSDQ\�EXW�GLGQ¶W�JHW�RQ�
VNLV�DJDLQ�

Col Jerry L. Durrant
USMC (Ret)

Wildomar, Calif.

Anti-Guerrilla Warfare 
Training Went Awry

I was in VMGR-252 from 
$XJXVW������WR�$XJXVW�
������2QH�GD\�WKH�VTXDGURQ�
ZHQW�WKURXJK�WHDU�JDV�
WUDLQLQJ�ZKHUH�\RX�SUDFWLFH�
XVLQJ�D�JDV�PDVN�LQVLGH�D�
EXLOGLQJ�¿OOHG�ZLWK�WHDU�JDV��
$IWHU�WKDW��ZH�ZHUH�PDUFKHG�
LQWR�WKH�ZRRGV�VLQJOH�¿OH�
IRU�DQWL�JXHUULOOD�ZDUIDUH�
WUDLQLQJ�ZLWK�RXU�JDV�PDVNV��
����JHDU�DQG�0��V�ZLWK�
three blank rounds. Before 
KHDGLQJ�LQWR�WKH�ZRRGV�
an instructor told us that a 
likely place for an ambush 
is at a bend in the trail 
and that we would have a 
demonstration of that. We 
IROORZHG�KLP�DORQJ�WKLV�SDWK�

into the woods. Seems to 
me there were 50 or so of us 
and I was somewhere in the 
PLGGOH�RI�WKH�SDFN�WKLQNLQJ��
³+H\��,¶P�LQ�WKH�DLU�ZLQJ��
ZK\�DUH�ZH�GRLQJ�WKLV"´�
6XUH�HQRXJK��D�PDFKLQH�
JXQ��ORDGHG�ZLWK�EODQNV�,�
assumed, opened up on the 
OHDG�JX\V��DQG�ZH�ZHUH�DOO�
told to hit the deck.
$V�,�ZDV�O\LQJ�LQ�WKH�

leaves on the side of the 
SDWK�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�WKH�JXQ��,�
WKRXJKW�WKDW�PD\EH�,�FRXOG�
GR�VRPHWKLQJ��,�ORZ�FUDZOHG�
DURXQG�D�KLOO�WKURXJK�WKH�
woods and came up behind 
WKH�PDFKLQH�JXQ��7KHUH�
ZHUH�WKUHH�JX\V�PDQQLQJ�
WKH�JXQ��DQG�WKHLU�DWWHQWLRQ�
was down the path so I stood 
XS�DQG�¿UHG�P\�EODQNV�DW�
WKH�JXQQHUV�DV�,�ZDONHG�
WRZDUG�WKHP��7KH�VHUJHDQW�
ZKR�ZDV�RQ�WKH�JXQ��VWRRG�
XS��\HOOHG�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�
PH�QRW�IROORZLQJ�RUGHUV�DQG�
WKUHZ�VRPHWKLQJ�P\�ZD\�

It turned out to be a tear 
JDV�JUHQDGH�WKDW�DOVR�VWDUWHG�
D�¿UH�LQ�WKH�GU\�OHDYHV��
I dropped to my knees 
FODZLQJ�IRU�P\�PDVN�DV�
WKH�VHUJHDQW�DQG�KLV�FUHZ�
VXUURXQGHG�PH��$V�WKH�
VHUJHDQW�FKHZHG�PH�RXW�IRU�
UXLQLQJ�KLV�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ��
he ordered me to stamp out 
WKH�¿UH�KH�VWDUWHG��,�ZLVK�,�
had real ammo that day.
,�PXVWHUHG�RXW�RQ�$XJ��
���������WKH�GD\�RI�WKH�
Gulf of Tonkin incident. In 
retrospect I wished many 
times that I had shipped 
over.

Norm Spilleth
Minneapolis, Minn.

Do you have an interesting 
story from your time in the 
Corps that will give our 
readers a good chuckle? We 
would love to hear them. 
Write them down (500 
words or less) and send 
them to: Patricia Everett, 
Leatherneck Magazine, 
P.O. Box 1775, Quantico, 
VA 22134, or email them to 
p.everett@mca-marines.
org. We offer $25 or a one-
year MCA&F membership 
for the “Sea Story of the 
Month.”

I often wondered 

how he made it 

through boot camp 

as he really couldn’t 

walk in a straight 

line.
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By Sara W. Bock

T
he largest library in the world and home to the most 
extensive rare-book collection in North America, the 
Library of Congress in Washington, D.C., has amassed 

more than 170 million items to date, including the presidential 
papers of 23 U.S. presidents, a 15th century Gutenberg Bible and 
a comprehensive array of newspapers, manuscripts, photographs, 
sheet music, audio recordings and more. Over the past 20 years, 
its collections have expanded to include another category of 
SULFHOHVV�DUWLFOHV��YHWHUDQV¶�VWRULHV��WROG�¿UVWKDQG��ZKLFK�FUHDWH�D�
permanent record to help future generations understand the past.

Thanks to the Veterans History Project (VHP), part of the 
American Folklife Center of the Library of Congress, the 
library is now home to a growing collection of more than 
110,000 personal submissions from U.S. military veterans—
audio-and video-recorded oral history interviews, photographs, 
manuscripts, letters and artwork. Together, they form what the 

project’s director, retired Army Colonel Karen Lloyd, often 
refers to as “the people’s collection.” 

The legislation that led to the creation of VHP was the 
brainchild of U.S. Congressman Ron Kind of Wisconsin, who, 
according to Lloyd, was at a family gathering when his father 
and uncle began reminiscing about their service during World 
War II. Kind asked them to pause for a moment so he could get 
his video camera to begin recording, saying of his two young 
children: “I want them to hear your stories from you.”

In October 2000, Congress unanimously passed Public Law 
106-380, sponsored by Kind and fellow Representatives Amo 
Houghton and Steny Hoyer, and U.S. Senators Max Cleland and 
Chuck Hagel. The legislation established the VHP as part of the 
Library of Congress and was signed into law by President William 
J. Clinton on Oct. 27. Sixteen years later, the Gold Star Families 
Voices Act expanded the scope of the project to include oral 
history interviews from the families of fallen servicemembers 
who died “as a result of their service during a period of war.”

A veteran participates in an oral history interview during a VHP event at Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island, S.C., July 

31, 2018. Over the past 20 years, the project, part of the Library of Congress’ American Folklife Center, has added more than 

100,000 veterans’ stories to its collections in an effort to paint an “authentic picture” of military service.

Your Voice, Your Story
Library of Congress’ Veterans History Project 

Collects, Preserves Firsthand Accounts of Service
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What’s perhaps most remarkable about 
VHP is that all veterans who have served 
in the U.S. Armed Forces, from World 
:DU� ,� WR�SUHVHQW� FRQÀLFWV�� DUH� LQYLWHG�
to contribute their personal stories, 
regardless of their military occupational 
specialty, how long they served, and 
whether or not they saw combat. And 
as Lloyd and her staff at the Library of 
Congress celebrate the 20th anniversary 
of the Veterans History Project this 
year, they hope that the collection will 
continue to grow as more veterans choose 
to participate.

Often, she said, all it takes is for them 
to know that someone wants to take the 
time to genuinely listen to what they have to say.

“I think so often our veterans are hidden in plain sight, and we 
really don’t realize that we’re surrounded by veterans who have 
done amazing things,” said Lloyd. “We’re interested in the full 
spectrum. We’re not just interested in the ones who were at the 
tip of the spear or saw combat. We think that understanding the 
IXOO�SLFWXUH�UHDOO\�JLYHV�\RX�D�EHWWHU�VHQVH�RI�WKH�VHOÀHVV�VHUYLFH��
,W�FDQ�EH�VHOÀHVV�VHUYLFH�LQ�WKH�PHVV�KDOO�>«@�ZKHUH�WKH\�VHUYHG�
isn’t as important as their story and their telling us their story.”

While recorded oral histories and interviews at least 30 minutes 
in length—in either audio or video form—are certainly the focal 
point of the collection and allow researchers or family members 
WKH�DGGHG�EHQH¿W�RI�KHDULQJ�WKH�HPRWLRQV�LQ�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO¶V�
voice, Lloyd emphasizes that such recordings are not required. 
In lieu of a recording, a personal collection can be created with 
20 pages or more of original memoirs, diaries or journals; 
collections of 10 or more letters; or collections of 10 or more 
original photographs or two-dimensional pieces of artwork. 
These types of materials also can be accepted on behalf of 
veterans who are already deceased. And those who do submit 
oral histories are also encouraged to 
submit items from those supplemental 
categories to “round out” their col-
lection and provide a more comp-
rehensive picture of their service. 
Once a collection has been started 
with at least one of the qualifying 
criteria met, the veteran can continue 
to add to it over time. For example, 
an individual who completes an 
interview may decide to hold off on 
the addition of original photographs 
until they are ready to part with them 
as the library does not accept scans 
or copies.

Relying on a volunteer-based 
network of individuals across 
the country, VHP is proud to provide 
interviewers to guide the veteran through 
the process of recording their story by 
responding to a series of questions. While 

veterans who wish to contribute are certainly welcome to visit 
the Library of Congress in person, traveling to Washington, D.C., 
is not necessary in order to participate. Individual volunteers 
and members of local organizations or Scout troops work within 
their communities to locate veterans and facilitate interviews to 
add to the VHP collection. 
%HFRPLQJ�D�YROXQWHHU� LV�UHODWLYHO\�HDV\��$�³¿HOG�NLW´�DQG�

required forms are available on the Library of Congress Veterans 
History Project website, along with an 
instructional video, as well as sample 
interview questions and information 
on how to submit interviews and 
other items. The Library of Congress 
also offers workshops in local 
communities for groups of 25 or more 
interested volunteers. This year, due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, VHP has 
relied primarily on virtual workshops 
to equip volunteers to reach out to 
the veterans around them and resume 
collecting their stories once social 
distancing measures have relaxed.

For those conducting the interviews, 
the experience is particularly 
rewarding.

“Having that opportunity to sit down 
and connect with somebody on a different 
level is, to me, just such a tremendous 
gift,” said Kerry Ward, a liaison specialist 

This photo, taken in 2007, provides an 

aerial view of two Library of Congress 

buildings on Capitol Hill—the Thomas 

Jefferson Building, center, the John 

Adams Building behind it, and the James 

Madison Building to the right. (Photo by 

Carol M. Highsmith)

A researcher visits the Library of Con-

gress to access the Veterans History 

Project collections, which are available 

to professionals, family members and 

any other interested individuals.

“We’re not just interested in the ones who 

were at the tip of the spear or saw combat.  

1\�KIV�JM�[MTÆM[[�[MZ^QKM�QV�\PM�UM[[�PITT�C°E�

_PMZM�\PMa�[MZ^ML�Q[V¼\�I[�QUXWZ\IV\�I[�

their story and their telling us their story.”

—Col Karen Lloyd, USA (Ret)
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who works on the VHP staff and has conducted numerous oral 
history interviews.

The recordings and other items that veterans contribute to the 
project are stored in climate-controlled facilities and archived 
among some of America’s most precious national treasures, where 
they’re afforded the same level of professionalism and respect. 
Lloyd and her staff understand that people who contribute are in 
effect giving the library a “piece of their heart,” and it’s important 
to her that they rest assured that their personal collections will 
be well cared for.

“The preservation lab that is taking care of our collections are 
the same preservationists that are taking care of the draft of the 
Declaration of Independence,” said Lloyd. “It’s very well taken 

care of, always to archival standards, and 
they’re in good company.”

According to Lloyd, roughly 20 percent 
of the VHP collection is digitized and 
accessible online through the Library of 
Congress. Thanks to generous funding by 
Congress, she anticipates that percentage 
to increase in the coming years. The VHP 
website also features compilations called 
“Experiencing War,” which are groupings 
of individual collections based on subject 
matter, ranging from Tuskegee Airmen 
and chaplains to female aviators. 

The importance of archiving these 
¿UVWKDQG�VWRULHV�DQG�SUHVHUYLQJ�WKHP�IRU�
future generations cannot be overstated. 
It’s also worth noting that when submitting 
to VHP, the veteran retains the copyright 
to their story, meaning it cannot be used 
LQ�D�SUR¿W�PDNLQJ�YHQXH�ZLWKRXW� WKHLU�
permission, Lloyd said.

“We need those veteran voices. And 
participation is simple and it’s meaningful 
and it creates a lasting legacy for your 
family. So if you’re not going to do it for 
yourself, think about your family,” said 

/OR\G��ZKR�ZDV�WKH�8�6��$UP\¶V�¿UVW�IHPDOH�PHGHYDF�SLORW�DQG�
has a remarkable story of her own that comes from the course of 
28 years of service. “It’s a way of passing those family memories 
down, and these authentic stories, and authentic picture of what 
military service is all about.” 

Lloyd’s personal experiences have shown her the importance 
of chronicling one’s stories of service. Her husband, a Silver 
Star recipient who served as a helicopter pilot in Vietnam, died 
unexpectedly just three days after a visit to Normandy, France, 
GXULQJ�ZKLFK�KH�WROG�KHU�KH�ZDV�¿QDOO\�UHDG\�WR�WHOO�KLV�VWRU\�

“I have books that tell what he did in Vietnam, but I don’t 
have his version of what happened,” said Lloyd. “It is why I am 
driven to reach out and make sure that we don’t lose stories in 

Boy Scout Michael McPhie of Irvine, Calif., listens to the story of a veteran from his 

local community. McPhie was named the American Legion’s Eagle Scout of the Year 

for 2020 for coordinating and conducting VHP interviews and collecting donations 

of food and personal care items to give to the veterans in his community who were 

interviewed for the project.

“We need those veteran 

voices. And participation is 

simple and it’s meaningful 

and it creates a lasting 

legacy for your family. 

So if you’re not going to 

do it for yourself, think 

about your family.”

—Col Karen Lloyd, USA (Ret)

With the help of a volunteer interviewer, 

a veteran records his story on video for 

submission to the VHP. The project relies 

heavily on the work of volunteers across 

the country to gather oral histories, 

photographs, journals and other items 

from the veterans around them.
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the way that I feel like we’ve lost my husband’s.”
Of the approximately 110,000 stories that VHP has collected, 

only 10,000 are from Marines. “There’s lots of room for 
improvement,” said Lloyd, who encourages Marine veterans 
to participate so that the collection can present a full and clear 
picture of what it means to be a Marine and what each Marine’s 
individual story contributes to the overall history of the Corps.

For those Marines still serving on active duty, Lloyd encourages 
them to keep their photographs in a safe place and to journal or 
¿QG�RWKHU�ZD\V�WR�FDSWXUH�WKHLU�VWRU\�ZKLOH�HYHQWV�DUH�VWLOO�³IUHVK�
in their mind.” While servicemembers are asked to wait to do an 
oral history interview until after separating from active duty or 
retiring, they can start their collections now with photographs, 
letters and other eligible items.

 “Think of us as your attic,” said Lloyd. “You’re moving 

around all the time. Think of us as that place that will keep 
your collections and your memories safe until you’re ready to 
FRPH�DQG�UHDOO\�WDON�DERXW�WKHP�DQG�UHÀHFW�XSRQ�WKHP�́

It’s important, Lloyd believes, that veterans speak out about 
their experiences to create a true understanding of what military 
service is like. There’s not a requirement to tell everything—
rather, individuals are encouraged to tell only as much of their 
story as they are willing.

“This is about telling your story your way,” said Lloyd. “We 
need to hear your voice. Everyone has a story, we’re looking for 
the arc of your story, from where you were born, to why the heck 
GLG�\RX�VLJQ�XS"�$QG�DV�LPSRUWDQWO\��ZH�DUH�DIWHU�WKH�UHÀHFWLRQV�
of how your service impacted your life.”

The following are four of the thousands of Marine veterans 
who have shared their stories with VHP:

Derl Horn, Vietnam War
Collection #112513

After being drafted into the Marine 
Corps in 1966, Derl Horn arrived 
in Da Nang, Vietnam, on a C-130 
Hercules. As he and the other Marines 
disembarked the aircraft, they noticed 
a number of body bags staged for 
loading, which brought the Marines 
to a startling realization: they were 
replacements.

This story is just one of the many Horn, who served with 
“Bravo” Company, 1st Battalion, 9th Marines of the 3rd Marine 
Division, told during an hour-long oral history interview at the 
Library of Congress in 2018, conducted by liaison specialist 
Kerry Ward. The combat veteran, who resides in Springdale, 
Ark., was visiting Washington, D.C., for a reunion of 1/9 
Marines—often referred to as the “Walking Dead”—and had 
been encouraged by members of his local veterans community 
to contribute his story to the Veterans History Project.

On July 2, 1967, Horn and his fellow Marines of Bravo Co 
were ambushed north of the DMZ, where they fought for their 
OLYHV�WKRXJK�WKH�RGGV�ZHUH�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�DJDLQVW�WKHP��+RUQ�
was one of only 26 Marines who survived.

After he returned home to Arkansas, many decades passed 
before Horn was ready to talk about the things he had done 
and seen in Vietnam. He regularly turned down requests to 
speak at schools and events, but eventually decided to tell 
his story through a book, “Blood, Sweat & Honor: Memoirs 
of a ‘Walking Dead’ Marine,” which was published in 2015 
and is now part of his personal collection at the Library of 
Congress. Since writing the book, Horn has accepted many 
local speaking engagements and hopes that his story will 
help those who haven’t served to understand what he went 
through. And for his fellow veterans, he also hopes his story 
will be meaningful.

“I wanted to show my fellow veterans and other war veterans 
that we can survive after war without turning to drugs and 
alcohol,” said Horn. “I try to encourage other veterans to tell 
their stories, and maybe even write something, because I 
realized how much it helps to do that.”

Right: Horn, who was drafted in 1966, is pictured here at 

Camp Carroll, Vietnam, in 1967 when he was assigned to 

Bravo Co, 1/9.

Above: Marine veteran Derl Horn stands outside his home in 

Arkansas. Horn, who submitted his story to the VHP in 2018, 

encourages others to participate and tell their own stories of 

service—for their own benefit as well as the benefit of others.
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LtCol Art Nalls, USMC (Ret)
Cold War

Collection #110568
Retired Marine Lieutenant Colonel 

Art Nalls is no stranger to adventure, and 
he tells the stories of his exploits both 
in and out of the Marine Corps during 
a two-and-a-half-hour recorded video 
interview with the Veterans History 
Project’s Kerry Ward, which was 
recorded at the Library of Congress in 
March 2018. As a midshipman at the U.S. 
Naval Academy, he landed a Guinness 
World Record for building and riding the 
world’s smallest rideable bicycle, which 
stood less than 5 inches tall. 

The former AV-8 Harrier pilot and 
naval test pilot served in the Marine 
Corps from 1976 to 1998, and after 
retiring, started Nalls Aviation, which 
operates numerous aircraft on the air 
show circuit, including two Harriers, the 
¿UVW�DQG�RQO\�SULYDWHO\�RZQHG�RI�WKHLU�
kind in the world.

Ward, who previously had worked in 
the air show business prior to joining 
VHP, encouraged Nalls to contribute his 
story—and for him, it was a no-brainer.

“It’ll be catalogued, archived and preserved in perpetuity 
so that 100 years from now if someone wants to research you 
and they search on the Library of Congress, this interview 
will come up,” said Nalls. “So if they’re researching either 
me personally or, say, a great-great grandson wants to know 
about his great-great grandfather, it would be just like talking 
to me. He could see what I looked like, see what I sounded 
like and hear me talk about various experiences.”

Nalls is proud of his Marine 
Corps career and said he 
would do it all over again 

in a heartbeat. Participating in the VHP was meaningful to 
him, and his oral history interview brought up many different 
memories he hadn’t talked about in years. He often encourages 
the veterans around him to start their own collections through 
the Library of Congress.

“You know, you’re a part of history and you’re not going to 
be here forever,” he tells them. “Why don’t you sit down and 
do it, and that will be here forever.”

MGySgt Jane Cross, USMC (Ret) 
War on Terrorism
Collection #117485

If anyone understands the value of collecting and preserving 
memories, it’s retired Master Gunnery Sergeant Jane Cross, 
who served for 22 years as a music librarian and archivist 
with “The President’s Own” United States Marine Band, and, 
since her retirement last year, has worked as an archivist in 
the Library of Congress Music Division.

In December 2019, Cross attended a social event with 
other archivists, where she met two VHP staff members who 
encouraged her to contribute her story. She sat down in early 
2020 with VHP director Karen Lloyd for an oral history 
interview, which she describes as an “unexpectedly emotional” 
H[SHULHQFH��7KH�RSSRUWXQLW\�DOVR�FDXVHG�KHU�WR�UHÀHFW�RQ�
what she calls her family’s greatest regret: not preserving her 
grandfather’s oral history from his service in World War II. 

She often wishes she had recorded the stories he did 
share with her—and that she had asked him to tell more. By 
recording her own story of service, she’s determined to not 
let the past repeat itself.
³7DONLQJ�DERXW�LW�ZDV�GLI¿FXOW�EXW�DOVR�KHOSIXO�́ �VDLG�&URVV��

MGySgt Jane Cross, center, served as the orchestra librarian 

for a luncheon hosted by the First Lady in Washington, D.C, 

May 2019. Pictured here with SSgt Charles Paul, left, and SSgt 

Tilden Olsen, right, Cross shared the story of her 22 years with 

“The President’s Own” United States Marine Band during a 

VHP oral history interview earlier this year.

LtCol Art Nalls’ passion for 

the AV-8 Harrier didn’t go 

away when he retired in 

1998, so he became the first 

and only civilian in the world 

to privately purchase two 

for his air show business, 

Nalls Aviation (below). Nalls, 

pictured in 1986 in front of 

a Harrier (left), shared his 

story with VHP in 2018. 
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Ashleigh Bryant Byrnes
Operation Enduring Freedom

Collection #81887
As a Marine Corps combat cor-

respondent, Ashleigh Bryant Byrnes 
was familiar asking the questions. So 
when she decided to share her story 
with the Veterans History Project in 
2012, it felt a bit strange to her that the 
roles were reversed.

But the experience was personally 
rewarding for Byrnes, who enlisted in the Marine Corps in 
2004 and served in Afghanistan during 2009 as the News 
Bureau Chief for Armed Forces Network Kandahar, working 
as an embedded reporter with various units. On one of her 
trips to the front lines, she earned a Combat Action Ribbon 
during Operation Eastern Resolve II. 

“I didn’t have an easy deployment—not that any deployment 
is easy—but there were elements of my deployment that were 
YHU\�GLI¿�FXOW�DQG�VDW�ZLWK�PH�IRU�D�YHU\�ORQJ�WLPH�́ �VDLG�%\UQHV��
who left active duty as a sergeant in 2011 and now works as 
the Deputy National Communications Director for Disabled 
American Veterans (DAV). “It was therapeutic, in a way, to 
JHW�WKDW�RII�P\�FKHVW��$QG�UHDOO\��WKDW�ZDV�WKH�¿�UVW�WLPH�,�KDG�
talked with anyone really openly about it. There were things 
I said in that interview that I’m sure I didn’t even tell my own 
mother, partly because I know that she would not take that 
easily. But in a way, it was almost easier to open up and express 
that to someone who wasn’t an immediate family member. 
,W�ZDV�QLFH�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�VD\�WKRVH�WKLQJV�RXW�ORXG�¿�QDOO\�́

Through her work with DAV, which partners with the Veterans 
History Project frequently during national conventions and 
RWKHU�HYHQWV��%\UQHV�KDV�VHHQ�¿�UVWKDQG�WKH�P\ULDG�EHQH¿�WV�RI�
creating a permanent record of one’s service. She’s particularly 
driven to encourage her fellow female veterans to make their 

voices heard, emphasizing that the number of women who 
have participated in VHP is particularly low.

“We have this unique shared experience as women in the 
military, and so often I think it feels like we’re isolated in our 
experiences,” said Byrnes. “I think women 30, 40, 50 years 
ago never would have imagined that women in the military 
would be doing what they are doing today, but it all stems from 
them. It’s just important to me to look back and see whose 
shoulders we were standing on.”

For Byrnes, who is now a mother, it’s equally important to 
her that her children and future generations of her family have 
access to her own story, told in her own words.

“You never know what’s going to happen tomorrow,” said 
Byrnes. “So to know that that’s captured, that’s recorded, if 
I don’t ever have a chance to share that with my sons, they 
can go and open that archive and there’s a little time capsule 
in there that they can learn about their mom and what their 
mom did in service.”

Marine veteran 

Ashleigh Bryant 

Byrnes shared 

her stories from 

Afghanistan with 

VHP in 2012. 

Byrnes, who now 

works for Disabled 

American Veterans 

as deputy national 

communications 

director, is thankful 

that her oral history 

will be preserved 

for her young sons.

What Now?
Are you a veteran or Gold Star 

family member who is interested in 
contributing your own oral history 
interview or collection to the 
Veterans History Project? Would 
you like to become a volunteer 
and conduct interviews within 
your own community? Are you 
interested in exploring the digitized 
collections from the VHP?

Visit www.loc.gov/vets, where 
you can find answers to these 
questions, access infor mation and 
resources, download the VHP Field 
Kit and explore the collections of 
veterans who have contributed to 
the project.

“It was enjoyable in the sense that 
someone cared enough to ask, listen 
to me share my unique experiences, 
and record them.”

During her years with the Marine 
Band, Cross collected and curated items 
related to the band’s former members—
photographs, correspondence, music, 
uniforms and instruments. 

“But it was through the fascinating 
stories about their experiences that 
those items took on meaning and 
helped us better understand our unit’s 
history,” she reflected. “Someday I 
hope my story about my time in the 
Marine Band will similarly contribute 
to a broader understanding of how it 
served the White House, the Marine 
Corps and the American people, and 
what the experience was like.”

After retiring from the Marine Corps 

in 2019, MGySgt Jane Cross took a 

position at the Library of Congress, 

where she recently processed the 

Leonard B. Smith papers, a collec-

tion of sheet music, pictured here.

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 O
F

 A
S

H
L

E
IG

H
 B

R
Y

A
N

T
 B

Y
R

N
E

S

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 O
F

 A
S

H
L

E
IG

H
 B

R
Y

A
N

T
 B

Y
R

N
E

S

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 O
F

 M
G

Y
S

G
T

 J
A

N
E

 C
R

O
S

S
, 
U

S
M

C
 (

R
E

T
) 

www.mca-marines.org/leatherneck NOVEMBER 2020 / LEATHERNECK        35

http://www.loc.gov/vets
https://mca-marines.org/leatherneck


By Nancy S. Lichtman

I
n 2014, Wendell Perkins and five 
other veterans of the Battle of Tarawa 
DUULYHG�RQ�%HWLR� IRU� WKH�¿UVW� WLPH�

since they had fought the Japanese there 
LQ�������7KLV�WLPH��KRZHYHU��WKH\�ZHUHQ¶W�
EHLQJ� VKRW� DW� E\� D� ILUPO\� HQWUHQFKHG�
HQHP\�LQWHQW�RQ�WKHLU�GHIHDW��7KH�0DULQHV�
ZHUH� WKHUH� ZLWK�0DUN�1RDK�� IRXQGHU�
and president of History Flight, to see 
¿UVWKDQG�WKH�ZRUN�1RDK¶V�WHDP�ZDV�GRLQJ�
WR�ORFDWH�DQG�UHFRYHU�WKH�UHPDLQV�RI�WKHLU�
IHOORZ�0DULQHV�ZKR�GLHG�GXULQJ�WKH�EDWWOH�
and were still buried on the tiny island in 
WKH�3DFL¿F��

Over the years, Perkins had often 
thought of revisiting the place where he 

¿UVW�H[SHULHQFHG�WKH�FKDRV�RI�FRPEDW��EXW�
WKLV�WULS�ZDV�PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�D�ZDON�GRZQ�
PHPRU\� ODQH�IRU�KLP��3HUNLQV�ZDQWHG�
WR�VHH�WKH�+LVWRU\�)OLJKW�H[FDYDWLRQ�VLWH�
EHFDXVH� IRU�KLP�� LW�ZDV�SHUVRQDO��7KH�
bones being unearthed there belonged to 
WKH�PHQ�ZKR�KDG�IRXJKW�¿HUFHO\�DORQJVLGH�
3HUNLQV��7KH\�ZHUH�KLV�IHOORZ�0DULQHV²
they were his friends.

Wendell Perkins was 19 when he landed 
on the north side of Betio Island, Tarawa 
$WROO��RQ�WKH�HYHQLQJ�RI�1RY������������,W�
was D+1, the second day of a bloody battle 
RQ�D�WLQ\�FRUDO�DWROO�LQ�WKH�6RXWK�3DFL¿F��
3HUNLQV� ZDV� D� PDFKLQH� JXQQHU� ZLWK�
&RPSDQ\�$���VW�%DWWDOLRQ���WK�0DULQH�
5HJLPHQW���QG�0DULQH�'LYLVLRQ�DQG�WKLV�

Until They All Come Home
History Flight is Dedicated to Locating, 
Excavating Remains of Missing Marines 

Scientific recovery expert Johan Rodriguez, left, and archaeologist Archie Tiauzon, both with History Flight, examine an excavation 

on Red Beach 2 during recovery operations on Betio Island, Tarawa Atoll in 2020.

PFC Wendell Perkins, left, and  

PFC Harold Hayden
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ZDV�KLV�¿UVW�WDVWH�RI�ZDU��:KHQ�GDUNQHVV�
IHOO�� KH�GXJ� LQ�QH[W� WR� D� ORJ� DQG� VOHSW�
LQWHUPLWWHQWO\��ZDLWLQJ�IRU�WKH�¿JKW�WKDW�
ZDV�VXUH�WR�FRPH�WKH�QH[W�PRUQLQJ��:KHQ�
GDZQ�EURNH��3HUNLQV�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�WKH�ORJ�
KH�KDG�EHHQ�XVLQJ�IRU�FRYHU�ZDV�DFWXDOO\�
WKH�ERG\�RI�D�GHDG�-DSDQHVH�VROGLHU��
7KH�¿JKWLQJ�RQ�%HWLR�ZDV�¿HUFH��EXW�
3HUNLQV�VXUYLYHG��0DQ\�RI�WKH�PHQ�LQ�KLV�
VTXDG�� LQFOXGLQJ�KLV� WZR�JRRG�IULHQGV��
3ULYDWH�)LUVW�&ODVV�+DUROG�:��+D\GHQ�DQG�
3)&�0HUYLQ�'��³0RQN´�*DOODQG��ZHUH�
QRW�VR�OXFN\��3HUNLQV��QRZ�����FDQ¶W�IRUJHW�
WKH�PRPHQW�KH�VDZ�KLV�IULHQG��+DUROG��
GLH��7KH�WZR�0DULQHV�ZHUH�VHWWLQJ�XS�D�
PDFKLQH�JXQ�ZKHQ�DQ�HQHP\�URXQG�KLW�
+D\GHQ�LQ�WKH�KHDG��HQGLQJ�KLV�OLIH��³:H�
ZHUH�VWRSSLQJ�DQG�VHWWLQJ�XS�RXU�GHIHQVHV��
DQG�+DUROG�+D\GHQ�ZDV�EULQJLQJ�D�ER[�RI�
DPPXQLWLRQ�XS�WR�PH��KH�JRW�DORQJVLGH�RI�
PH�DQG�VHW�WKH�ER[�GRZQ�DQG�MXVW�DERXW�
WKDW�WLPH�KH�JRW�KLW�́ �VDLG�3HUNLQV�
7KH�%DWWOH�RI�7DUDZD�ZDV�D�YLFWRU\�IRU�
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��EXW�D�FRVWO\�RQH��PRUH�
WKDQ� ������0DULQHV� DQG� 6DLORUV�ZHUH�
NLOOHG�DQG�PRUH�WKDQ�������ZHUH�ZRXQGHG��
7KH�0DULQHV� DQG� 6DLORUV�ZKR�ZHUH�
NLOOHG�GXULQJ�WKH�EDWWOH��LQFOXGLQJ�3HUNLQV¶�
IULHQGV�+DUROG�+D\GHQ�DQG�0RQN�*DOODQG��
ZHUH�EXULHG�LQ�PDNHVKLIW�FHPHWHULHV�DFURVV�
WKH�LVODQG��,Q�������WKH����WK�4XDUWHU�
PDVWHU�*UDYHV�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�&RPSDQ\�RI�

WKH�$PHULFDQ�*UDYHV�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�6HUYLFH�
GLVLQWHUUHG�DOO� WKH�8�6��FDVXDOWLHV� WKH\�
FRXOG�ORFDWH�LQWR�RQH�FHQWUDOL]HG�ORFDWLRQ�
RQ�%HWLR��WKH�/RQH�3DOP�&HPHWHU\��IRU�
ODWHU�UHSDWULDWLRQ��6RPH�RI�WKH�PHQ�ZHUH�
DEOH�WR�EH�LGHQWL¿HG�DQG�ZHUH�VHQW�WR�WKHLU�
IDPLOLHV��RWKHUV�ZHUH�EXULHG�DV�³XQNQRZQV´�
DW�WKH�1DWLRQDO�0HPRULDO�RI�WKH�3DFL¿F�
LQ�+RQROXOX��+DZDLL��$OPRVW�KDOI�RI�WKH�

.,$V�EXULHG�LQ�WKH�DIWHUPDWK�RI�WKH�EDWWOH��
KRZHYHU��ZHUH�QRW�UHFRYHUHG�DIWHU�WKH�ZDU��
,W�KDV�WDNHQ�PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV��EXW�WKURXJK�
WKH�ZRUN�DQG�GHGLFDWLRQ�RI�+LVWRU\�)OLJKW��
D�QRQSUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��WKRVH�PHQ�DUH�
ILQDOO\� EHLQJ� EURXJKW� KRPH� WR� WKHLU�
IDPLOLHV�IRU�SURSHU�EXULDO�
+LVWRU\�)OLJKW�LV�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�0DUN�
1RDK��D�IXOO�WLPH�SLORW�IRU�836�ZKR�EH�

Jordan Windish, left, and James Murphy, archaeologists with History Flight, excavate 

a site on Betio, July 15, 2019.

Cemetery 13 (left) is one of the many cemeteries created after the battle ended. As the war in the Pacific raged on, some of the 

cemeteries on Betio were relocated to accommodate the construction of base infrastructure. Unfortunately, the wartime relocation 

of the cemeteries later resulted in confusion about where the men were buried. The unknown cross (right) is one of many marking 

the graves of servicemen who died during the battle on the island and whose identities were lost. 

Almost half of the KIAs buried in the aftermath of the battle, however, were not recovered after the war. 

It has taken more than 75 years, but through the work and dedication of History Flight, a nonprofit 

organization, those men are finally being brought home to their families for proper burial.
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came compelled to locate the remains of 
missing servicemen through his passion 
for f lying restored historical aircraft. 
Noah, who was named an Honorary 
Marine in 2015, initially formed History 
Flight in 2003 as an organization that 
would restore World War II-era aircraft 
DQG�WDNH�WKHP�RQ�À\LQJ�WRXUV��VHOOLQJ�ULGHV�
on the warbirds to fund the cost of their 
restoration and historic preservation. As 
he researched the vintage aircraft, Noah 
learned of the thousands of men whose 
remains were still missing in overseas 
graves, so he shifted the focus of his or-
ganization to locating and recovering U.S. 
military personnel previously deemed 
unrecoverable. 

Combining historical and archival 
information with technologies such as 
ground penetrating radar surveys, mag-
netometry and forensic archaeology, 
History Flight currently has a 93 percent 
success rate in locating the remains they 
have searched for. To date, the History 
Flight team has recovered 332 full sets of 
8�6��UHPDLQV�IURP�(XURSH�DQG�WKH�3DFL¿F�

“The project is very edifying,” said 
Noah. “Other than being a good citizen 
and a good family man, it’s the best thing 
that I’ve ever done in my life.”

During a 2015 excavation on Betio, 
Noah’s team located the remains of First 
Lieutenant Alexander Bonnyman Jr., who 
was posthumously awarded the Medal of 
Honor for his actions during the Battle 
of Tarawa. Bonnyman’s grandson, Clay 
Bonnyman Evans, was on site when his 
grandfather’s grave was excavated, and 
in his book, “Bones of My Grandfather,” 
he describes how important it was to his 
family to have his grandfather buried 
in the family plot in Knoxville, Tenn., 
instead of in an unmarked grave in the 
6RXWK�3DFL¿F��

“As I watched an archaeologist expose 
my grandfather’s remains to sunlight for 
WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ����\HDUV��LW�ZDV�WKH�FXO�
mination of my family’s long, broken-
hearted search to bring him home,” said 
Evans. “And burying him next to his family 
members brought our family together and 
gave immense solace to his two living 
GDXJKWHUV��QRZ����DQG����́ �KH�DGGHG�

In 2018, retired Marine Sergeant Major 
Justin LeHew joined the History Flight 
WHDP�DV�WKH�FKLHI�RSHUDWLQJ�RI¿FHU��1RW�
long after he joined the organization, a 
SRVLWLYH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�ZDV�PDGH�RI�WKH�
recovered remains of Technical Sergeant 
Harry A. “Bud” Carlson. “To anybody 

Combining historical and archival information with technologies such as ground penetrating radar 

surveys, magnetometry and forensic archaeology, History Flight currently has a 93 percent success rate 

in locating the remains they have searched for. 

Sgt Fae V. Moore, assigned to E/2/8, 

2ndMarDiv, was killed on the first day of 

the Battle of Tarawa, Nov. 20, 1943. He 

was recovered by History Flight in 2015.

In the immediate aftermath of the battle, fallen Marines were buried in makeshift cemeteries all over the small island of Betio.
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else,” said LeHew, “that’s one of [many] 
Marines … who gave his life in wave one 
on Tarawa.” But for LeHew, a veteran of 
combat in Iraq, it was impossible to ignore 
the parallels between himself and TSgt 
Carlson, a Marine who was killed in battle 
nearly 50 years before LeHew stood on 
the yellow footprints at Parris Island. TSgt 
Carlson had served as the platoon sergeant 
of 3rd Platoon, “Alpha” Company, 2nd 
Amphibian Tractor Battalion. Sixty years 
later, when LeHew was in combat in 2003, 
he was the platoon sergeant for 3rd Plt, 
Alpha Co, 2nd Amphibian Bn, Task Force 
Tarawa. “[TSgt Carlson] personally did 
my job 75 years before. In the same unit, 
right down to the same platoon … there 
is a higher power that guides the hand of 
all of this,” said LeHew.

LeHew, who received the Navy Cross 
for his actions on March 23-24, 2003, 
during the Battle of Nasiriyah, Iraq, leads 
the day to day operations and management 
of archaeologists, explosive ordnance 
disposal technicians, medical personnel, 
team leaders, specialty scientists and vol-
unteers whose mission is to locate and 
recover the missing remains of U.S. serv-
icemembers, not just on Betio and in the 
3DFL¿F��EXW�ZRUOGZLGH��/LNH�1RDK��/H+HZ�
is driven by a sense of responsibility to 

the families of the young men whose 
remains are still missing. That sense of 
purpose is a constant among all of the 
History Flight team members—civilians 
and military veterans alike. 

“There’s no other more honorable 

mission than this mission right here,” 
said retired Marine Staff Sergeant Robert 
“Bobby” Perez II, an explosive ordnance 
disposal technician and History Flight 
team leader. “It is the greatest generation 
of American history right there,” said 
Perez, who added that it’s a privilege 
for him to “come out to one of our most 
IDPRXV�>EDWWOH¿HOGV@�DQG�VHDUFK�IRU�P\�
brothers … they paved the way for me.”

“What it really comes down to,” said 
James Murphy, a scientific recovery 
expert with History Flight, is “having the 
right to understand and know the fate of 
your loved one … there’s never really any 
closure to it, but just knowing that they’re 
home … you can never underestimate the 
impact of that and so it’s a real honor to 
be part of it.” 

“It’s a really different kind of archae-
RORJ\�́ �VDLG�-DFN�5RVVHQ��DQRWKHU�VFLHQWL¿F�
recovery expert who has been excavating 
the site on Betio. Rossen, who has a mast-
er’s degree and doctorate in anthropology, 
came to History Flight with more than 40 
years of experience in archaeology. He 
spent more than 20 years in academia and 
DOVR�GLG�¿HOG�ZRUN�DOO�RYHU�WKH�ZRUOG��%XW�
Rossen said this mission is unlike any of 
KLV�SUHYLRXV�¿HOG�DVVLJQPHQWV��³,¶YH�GRQH�
archaeology—there’s a curiosity to it, 

To pay respects to their fallen brothers in arms, Marines fire a rifle volley during a memorial ceremony on Betio in January 1944.

MajGen James Lukeman, left, presents 

Mark Noah, the founder and head of 

History Flight, with the title of Honorary 

Marine during a ceremony at the Na-

tional Museum of the Marine Corps on 

July 24, 2015. Noah said he was humbled 

by the honor.
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there’s a joyous curiosity to a lot of 
archaeology and this is not like that at 
all,” Rossen said. “This is very sad and 
emotional and urgent archaeology.”

Rossen grew up in a family that felt the 
full impact of World War II. His father 
was an Army medic in the European 
theater during the war, seeing action 
in the Battle of the Bulge, and he had a 
cousin who was wounded on Iwo Jima. 
Rossen also has relatives who survived 
the Nazi concentration camps as well as 
many who did not. 

“I believe in the mission, I am happy 
that my skills can be put to good use,” 
said Rossen who delayed his retirement 
in order to work with History Flight. 

History Flight works very closely with 
the government’s Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency (DPAA) to ensure 
that the evidence unearthed is collected 
and maintained according to the highest 
standards. DPAA forensic scientists and 
anthropologists are the ones who analyze 
the remains in their laboratories in order 
WR�PDNH�SRVLWLYH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQV�RI�WKRVH�
remains. “We are in constant contact, and 
if we have any questions or any kind of 
thing that emerges or arises, we are in 

constant contact with them,” said Murphy. 
“We make numerous trips, have meetings 
ERWK�RQOLQH�DQG�LQ�SHUVRQ�DW�WKHLU�RI¿FHV�
... or whenever that opportunity arises, 
and whenever they visit the island, we 
take those opportunities then to be sure 
that everything we are doing is parallel 
to what they are doing. And they’ve been 
very happy with the progress … it’s a very, 
very good relationship,” he said. 

Murphy and Rossen made one par-
ticularly impactful trip with their DPAA 
colleagues, traveling aboard a military 
transport aircraft to Hawaii with remains 
that they had just recovered. Both men 
were struck by how moving it was to 
ZLWQHVV�WKH�RI¿FLDO� WUDQVIHU�RI�UHPDLQV�
to DPAA personnel. “Repatriation cere-
monies are extremely powerful,” said 
Murphy, adding that he was impressed 
by the care and dedication of the active-
duty servicemembers who perform those 
honors. 

“I thought that was one of the greatest 
honors I have ever received in my life 
to ride that plane then to witness the 
[repatriation] ceremony back at the airport 
as the Marines were being brought out in 
WKHLU�ÀDJ�GUDSHG�FDVNHWV�́ �5RVVHQ�VDLG��³,W�

was so emotional, and I was very moved 
and I’m not really an emotional guy in 
general,” he added. 
³$V�D� VFLHQWL¿F�DUFKDHRORJLVW��ZH¶UH�

sort of taught we’re not supposed to be 
HPRWLRQDO��ZH�DUH�VXSSRVHG�WR�EH�VFLHQWL¿F�
and that’s almost impossible to do all the 
time,” said Rossen. 

The other History Flight archaeologists 
express similar sentiments. Some days 
“it hits you pretty good,” said Jordan 
Windish, an osteoarchaeologist. Windish 
recalled a dig on Betio about a year ago 
during which a hand that she recovered 
was holding a cross from a rosary. “The 
cross was still inside [his] palm,” she said. 
“That kind of stuff that you see, personal 
effects like class rings or wedding rings 
… or even a pair of glasses or dog tags, 
it’s that kind of stuff that’s real personal 
that hits you pretty hard,” Windish added.

Windish studied osteoarchaeology and 
SDOHRSDWKRORJ\�LQ�(QJODQG��6KH�GLG�¿HOG�
work there where her area of emphasis was 
leprosy in medieval times and the bones 
she was excavating and examining were 
from people far removed from what we 
know in the modern era. For Windish, her 
work with History Flight hits a little closer 

Members of the DPAA conclude a repatriation ceremony on July 25, 2017, for 17 servicemembers located and recovered by History 

Flight on Betio. 
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to home—she had two grandparents who 
VHUYHG�LQ�WKH�3DFL¿F�GXULQJ�::�,,��+HU�
grandfather was in the Army and her step-
JUDQGIDWKHU�ZDV�D�0DULQH�LQ�WKH�3DFL¿F�
+HU�H[SHUWLVH�LQ�VNHOHWDO�UHPDLQV�PHDQV�
WKDW� ZKHQ� D� VLWH� LV� EHLQJ� H[FDYDWHG��
:LQGLVK� FDQ� WHOO� TXLWH� D� ELW� DERXW� WKH�
UHPDLQV�HYHQ�EHIRUH�WKH\�DUH�FROOHFWHG�DQG�
VHQW�WR�WKH�'3$$�ODERUDWRU\��2QH�RI�WKH�
WKLQJV�WKDW�LV�RIWHQ�LPPHGLDWHO\�DSSDUHQW�
LV�KRZ�\RXQJ�HDFK�0DULQH�ZDV�ZKHQ�KH�
GLHG��³/RRNLQJ�DW�WKHP�RVHWHRORJLFDOO\��D�
ORW�RI�WKH�JX\V�«�WKHLU�ERQHV�KDGQ¶W�HYHQ�
VWDUWHG�WR�IXVH�́ �:LQGLVK�VDLG��$QRWKHU�
WKLQJ�YLVLEOH� WR�KHU� WUDLQHG�H\HV� LV� WKH�
HYLGHQFH�RI� WKH�ZRXQG�WKDW�FDXVHG�WKH�
0DULQH¶V�GHDWK��³:KHQ�\RX�VHH�WKH�WUDXPD�
«�KRZ�WKH\�GLHG��WKDW�NLQG�RI�JHWV�PH�́ �
VKH�VDLG��³,W�GRHVQ¶W�PDWWHU�ZKR�LW� LV�� LW�
ZDV�D�SHUVRQ�>DQG@�\RX�FDQ�VHH�KRZ�WKH\�
JRW�NLOOHG�́
:LQGLVK�VDLG�KHU�PRWKHU�KDV�WDNHQ�D�
NHHQ�LQWHUHVW�LQ�KHU�ZRUN�RQ�7DUDZD��³6KH�
WKLQNV�LW¶V�DEVROXWHO\�DPD]LQJ�DQG�,¶YH�
WDNHQ�KHU�WR�WZR�RI�WKH�IXQHUDOV�WKDW�,�ZHQW�
WR�́ �VDLG�:LQGLVK��DGGLQJ�WKDW�PHHWLQJ�
IDPLOLHV�ZKR�ZHUH�EXU\LQJ�WKH�UHPDLQV�RI�
WKHLU�ORYHG�RQHV�NLOOHG�LQ�EDWWOH�PRUH�WKDQ�
70 years ago showed her mother a more 
FRPSOHWH�SLFWXUH�RI� WKH�+LVWRU\�)OLJKW�
PLVVLRQ��³<RX�FDQ�RQO\�JR�WKURXJK�DQG�
\RX�FDQ�H[SODLQ�RQO\�VR�IDU�ZKDW�ZH�VHH�DW�

ZRUN�DQG�ZKDW�ZH�JR�WKURXJK�HYHU\�GD\�́ �
/H+HZ� KDV� PDGH� LW� D� SULRULW\� WR�
KDYH�WKH�+LVWRU\�)OLJKW� WHDP�PHPEHUV�
UHSUHVHQW� WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ� DW� DV�PDQ\�
RI� WKH� IXQHUDOV�DV�SRVVLEOH�EHFDXVH�KH�
EHOLHYHV�WKDW�WKH�DUFKDHRORJLVWV�DQG�WKH�
IDPLOLHV�DOO�EHQH¿W�IURP�WKH�H[SHULHQFH��
7KH�IDPLOLHV�VRPHWLPHV�IRUP�D�VWURQJ�
FRQQHFWLRQ� ZLWK� +LVWRU\� )OLJKW� WHDP�
PHPEHUV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�UHSUHVHQW�D�OLQN�
WR�D�ORYHG�RQH�ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�PLVVLQJ�IRU�
PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV�DIWHU�VDFUL¿FLQJ�KLV�
OLIH�IRU�RXU�FRXQWU\��³%HFDXVH�\RX�KHOSHG�
EULQJ�WKHLU�JUDQGIDWKHU�KRPH��DQG�QRZ�
WKH\�DVVRFLDWH�WKDW�ZLWK�\RX�́ �VDLG�/H+HZ��
ZKR�DWWHQGV�DV�PDQ\�IXQHUDOV�DV�KH�FDQ��
+H�WUDYHOV�ZLWK�D�VXSSO\�RI�VWHHO�SHQQLHV�
PLQWHG�LQ�������LW¶V� WKH�FDOOLQJ�FDUG�KH�
OHDYHV�EHKLQG�ZKHQ�KH�YLVLWV� WKH�JUDYH�
RI�D�7DUDZD�0DULQH��
³,W�DOO�UHDOO\�FRPHV�KRPH�ZKHQ�,�KDYH�
D�FKDQFH�WR�JR�WR�D�IXQHUDO�RI�RQH�RI�WKH�
JX\V�ZH�UHFRYHUHG�DQG�PHHW�KLV�IDPLO\�
PHPEHUV�́ �VDLG�-HVVLFD�*DGLV��DQRWKHU�
DUFKDHRORJLVW�ZLWK�+LVWRU\�)OLJKW��6KH�
KDGQ¶W�H[SHFWHG�IDPLO\�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�
LQYROYHPHQW�DQG�WKH�JUDWLWXGH�VKRZQ�WR�KHU�
E\�WKH�H[WHQGHG�IDPLOLHV�RI�WKH�0DULQHV�
ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�UHFRYHUHG�FDXJKW�*DGLV�
RII�JXDUG��³&RPLQJ�WR�WKDW�IXQHUDO�DQG�
VHHLQJ�WKDW�WKLV�JX\�ZDV�>IURP@�D�IDPLO\�
of eight and everyone remembered him 

Some days “it hits you pretty good,” said Jordan Windish, an osteoarchaeologist. 

Windish recalled a dig on Betio about a year ago during which a hand that she recovered 

was holding a cross from a rosary. “The cross was still inside [his] palm,” she said. 

Retired Marine SgtMaj Justin LeHew, 

center, has been the History Flight chief 

operations officer since 2018. His passion 

for the mission is so contagious that his 

wife, Cynthia, right, a retired FMF corps-

man, and their daughter, Aisley, an infor-

mation technology professional, both 

left high-paying jobs in the private sec-

tor to be a part of the team. 

For archaeologists Jessica 

Gadis (inset) and Jack Rossen 

(right), these excavations are 

unlike other field work they 

have done during their 

careers. “Putting a face to a 

name is a huge part of our 

process … we have a whole 

wall of ... photos to keep 

these guys in mind,” said 

Gadis. (Inset photo by 

Sgt Melanye Martinez, USMC)
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… the impact that one life had and how 
glad they are to see him home, it kind of 
becomes something that brings that family 
together across the entire country.” 

Her efforts with History Flight are 
quite different from her previous work 
LQ�PHGLHYDO�DUFKDHRORJ\��³7R�¿QG�DQ\�ZD\�
of having an impact and doing something 

good for living individuals and not just 
[writing] a line in a report that no one is 
going to read,” Gadis said, makes all the 
difference for her. 

Much to the frustration of the entire 
History Flight team, the organization’s 
recovery operations were temporarily shut 
down in March due to the coronavirus 

pandemic. “I got the last plane out,” said 
Rossen. “I almost got stuck there,” he 
added. 

“I was very sad because I felt I have 
OHIW�ZRUN�XQ¿QLVKHG��,�ZDV�YHU\�XQKDSS\�
about leaving. I tried my best to leave 
everything in good shape. We made sure 
that we had blue tarps down and before 
ZH�«�¿OOHG�HYHU\WKLQJ�LQ��ZH�OHIW�JRRG�
PDUNHUV�VR�ZH�FDQ�JR�EDFN�DQG�¿QG�WKH�
exact spots again so everything was done 
carefully. But I’ve never, believe it or not, 
in 45 years, I’ve never begun an excavation 
DQG�WKHQ�¿OOHG�LW�LQ�ZLWKRXW�FRPSOHWLQJ�LW��
I’ve never done that,” Rossen said.

Perez, who lives on Betio year-round, 
has continued to lead the locals who are 
employed by History Flight in projects 
that have improved the island. “Every 
day we try to do something positive with 
the community,” Perez said, adding that 
not unlike that of the Marine Corps, the 
History Flight mentality is to leave places 
where they are working better than they 
found them.

Rossen and his colleagues will resume 
their work as soon as travel restrictions 
are lifted. In the meantime, research and 
planning continues for future recovery 
operations in other locations. According to 
Noah and LeHew, they are in the planning 
phase for completing recovery operations 
in the Philippines where it is estimated 
that 10,000 U.S. servicemembers were 
never recovered after dying in Japanese 
prisoner of war camps there. 

The logistics behind organizing re-
covery efforts are complicated, time-
consuming and expensive. History 
Flight operations are paid for by private 
donations and from contracts with DPAA. 
“The mission is so huge,” said Noah. 
“There’s 79,000 missing from World 
War II; there’s 8,000 missing from Korea; 
there’s 1,600 missing from Vietnam and 
214 missing from the Cold War … the 
amount of funding that’s available … is 
not anywhere close to what’s necessary 
and so I always tell people if you like 
the mission, and you want to support the 
mission, to donate because the project 
has been chronically underfunded ever 
since the beginning to today,” Noah said. 
$W�WKH�RI¿FH�IRU�+LVWRU\�)OLJKW��ORFDWHG�

in Fredericksburg, Va., there’s a wall 
covered with the photographs of the Ma-
rines whose remains were left behind on 
Tarawa after the war. The men from 
Wendell Perkins’ machine-gun squad are 

 “The amount of funding that’s available … is not anywhere close to what’s necessary and so I always tell 

people if you like the mission, and you want to support the mission, to donate because the project has 

been chronically underfunded ever since the beginning to today,”— Mark Noah, History Flight Founder

Although the COVID-19 pandemic travel restrictions have caused excavations to come 

to a temporary standstill, local teams have been able to continue their work (above) 

to restore sites to their original condition after the completion of excavations. Local 

teams are integral to the success of History Flight’s mission on Betio, and during 

active excavations, they play a role in recovery efforts (below) sifting soil on site, 

under the supervision of scientific recovery experts.
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included on the wall. And SgtMaj LeHew 
can tell you something about every one 
of these Marines as if they were the men 
he served with during his own 30 years 
in the Marine Corps. He and Perkins have 
de veloped a rapport; they even have sim-
ilar enlistment stories. LeHew’s mother 
didn’t want him to become a Marine. Her 
brother was a Marine who served in the 
3DFL¿�F�GXULQJ�::�,,�DQG�VKH�DOZD\V�VDLG�
he came home a changed man. She didn’t 
want that to happen to her son. As for 
Perkins, his father adamantly refused to 
give his permission for his son to join the 
Marine Corps when the war began. He 
had fought and been wounded at Belleau 
:RRG�DQG�NQHZ�DOO�WRR�ZHOO�ZKDW�LW�PHDQW�
WR�EH�D�0DULQH�LQ�FRPEDW��,Q�VSLWH�RI�WKH�
generation that separates LeHew and 
Perkins, when they talk to each other, they 
DUH�MXVW�WZR�0DULQHV��UHPLQLVFLQJ��³,Q�
stant ly the age and everything goes out 
the window, and it’s like you both went 
to boot camp together,” said LeHew.

Perkins attended one of the funerals 
for a recovered Marine, who fought 
with him in 1943, but said that with the 
restrictions on large gatherings created by 
the coronavirus pandemic as well as the 
health risks for him, it’s unlikely he will 
be able to see his friends Harold Hayden 
and Monk Galland laid to rest. Their 

UHPDLQV�ZHUH�LGHQWL¿�HG�HDUOLHU�WKLV�\HDU��
and funeral plans are pending. 

For Mark Noah and his team at History 
Flight, their success in bringing solace to 
hundreds of families who have wondered 
about their loved ones for decades doesn’t 

PHDQ�WKH\�DUH�VDWLV¿�HG��,Q�IDFW��TXLWH�WKH�
opposite—those successes seem to fuel 
their drive. “You know there’s so many 
missing persons cases to be completed 
VR�,�FDQ¶W�LPDJLQH�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�JHW�WKDW�
completed in my lifetime,” said Noah. 
“But … if we continue full-time work 
RQ�7DUDZD��LQ�¿�YH�\HDUV�ZH�WKLQN�WKDW�ZH�
can get the Tarawa project completed,” 
he added.

Perkins still thinks about the men he 
went to war with, particularly the ones 
ZKR� GLGQ¶W� FRPH� KRPH��:KHQ�'3$$�
an nounces positive identification of 
Tarawa Marines who were previously 
unaccounted for, History Flight publishes 
HDFK�DQQRXQFHPHQW�RQ�)DFHERRN��7KH�¿�UVW�
person to pay his respects in the comment 
VHFWLRQ�LV�DOPRVW�DOZD\V�:HQGHOO�3HUNLQV��
with his simple, but heartfelt message, 
³:HOFRPH� +RPH�� 0DULQH�� 6HPSHU�
Fidelis.”

For more information about History 
Flight, or to make a donation, visit: www
�KLVWRU\À�LJKW�FRP.

Author’s note: Special thanks to 
Geoffrey Roecker of missingmarines.com 
as well as Ben Kristy and Owen Conner 
at the National Museum of the Marine 
Corps for assistance with research and 
photographs.

The History Flight Tarawa fi eld team gathers for a group photo after a 

repatriation ceremony in July 2019. The camaraderie among the group has 

been solidifi ed as they search for missing men who gave their lives in battle. 

(Photo courtesy of History Flight )
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Wendell Perkins was one of six veterans 

of the Battle of Tarawa who visited New 

Zealand and Betio in 2014 to see the 

work History Flight was doing to recover 

the remains of their fel low Marines who 

died during the battle. He is pictured 

here at the restored rail sta tion at Camp 

Paekakariki, New Zealand. 

https://missingmarines.com/
https://mca-marines.org/leatherneck


As Slink Fire Threatens California
Training Center, Marines Respond
$V�ZLOG¿UHV�UDJHG�DFURVV�WKH�VWDWH�RI�
&DOLIRUQLD�WKLV�VXPPHU��WKH�0DULQHV�ZHUH�
RQ�KDQG�WR�DVVLVW��0DULQH�&RUSV�&UDVK�
)LUH�5HVFXH�SHUVRQQHO�ZLWK�0DULQH�:LQJ�
6XSSRUW�6TXDGURQ�������UG�0DULQH�$LU�
FUDIW�:LQJ��,�0DULQH�([SHGLWLRQDU\�)RUFH�
DUULYHG�RQ�VFHQH�6HSW����WR�VXSSRUW�¿UH�
¿JKWLQJ�HIIRUWV�IRU�WKH�6OLQN�)LUH�LQ�WKH�
DUHD�QHDU�0DULQH�&RUSV�0RXQWDLQ�:DUIDUH�
7UDLQLQJ�&HQWHU�%ULGJHSRUW��&DOLI��7KH\�
MRLQHG�WKH�LQWHUDJHQF\�¿UH¿JKWLQJ�IRUFH�
WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�EDWWOLQJ� WKH�¿UH�VLQFH� LW�
VWDUWHG�$XJ�����
³7KH� LQWHUDJHQF\� UHTXHVWHG� VXSSRUW�
IURP� WKH�'2'� IRU�&UDVK�)LUH�5HVFXH�
EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�LQFUHDVHG�QXPEHU�RI�DLU�
FUDIW�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�¿UH�PRYLQJ�WRZDUG�
WKH�EDVH�́ �VDLG�&RORQHO�'DQLHO�:LWWQDP��
WKH�FRPPDQGLQJ�RI¿FHU�RI�0&0:7&�
7KH�LQWHUDJHQF\�IRUFH� LQFOXGHG�¿UH�
¿JKWHUV�IURP�PXOWLSOH�VWDWH�¿UH�GHSDUW�
PHQWV��WKH�8�6��)RUHVW�6HUYLFH�DQG�%XUHDX�
RI�/DQG�0DQDJHPHQW�ZLWK�ZKRP�0DULQHV�
IURP�0&0:7&�LQWHJUDWHG�WR�EDWWOH�WKH�
JURZLQJ��������DFUH�¿UH�WKDW�WKUHDWHQHG�
WUDLQLQJ�DUHDV�RQ�WKH�EDVH�WKDW�DUH� LP�
SRUWDQW�IRU�0DULQH�&RUSV�VHUYLFH�OHYHO�
WUDLQLQJ��
³$V�D�¿UH¿JKWHU�DQG�DV�D�0DULQH�LW�IHHOV�
SUHWW\�DZHVRPH�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�EH�WKH�¿UVW�
RQHV�VHOHFWHG�WR�FRPH�XS�KHUH�DQG�SURYLGH�
WKLV�VXSSRUW�RQ�VXFK�VKRUW�QRWLFH�́ �VDLG�
*XQQHU\�6HUJHDQW�-RKQ�$QGHUVRQ�� WKH�
VWDII�QRQFRPPLVVLRQHG�RI¿FHU�LQ�FKDUJH�
RI�WKH�&UDVK�)LUH�5HVFXH�GHWDFKPHQW�
$QGHUVRQ� VDLG� WKDW� DVVLVWLQJ� DOO� WKH�
DJHQFLHV�LQYROYHG��ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�DLUFUHZV�
IURP�DURXQG�WKH�FRXQWU\��DQG�KHOSLQJ�WKH�
HIIRUWV�WR�JHW�WKH�6OLQN�)LUH�FRQWDLQHG�DQG�
H[WLQJXLVKHG�ZDV�D�VDWLVI\LQJ�PLVVLRQ�
7KH�&UDVK� )LUH� 5HVFXH� GHWDFKPHQW�
LQWHJUDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�$YLDWLRQ�2SHUDWLRQV�
(OHPHQW�RI�WKH�LQWHUDJHQF\�WHDP�UHVSRQG�
LQJ� WR� WKH�¿UH�DQG�RSHUDWHG�RQ�DQ� LP�
SURYLVHG�DLU¿HOG��XWLOL]LQJ�WZR�3���5�¿UH�
WUXFNV�RSHUDWHG�E\�HLJKW�0DULQHV�
³:H¶UH�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKHLU�ODQGLQJ�]RQH�
«�RSHUDWLRQV�LQ�DQG�RXW�́ �VDLG�$QGHUVRQ�
GXULQJ�WKH�GHWDFKPHQW¶V�RSHUDWLRQV��³7KDW�
«�LQYROYHV�KDYLQJ�D�FUHZ�RQ�VWDQGE\�LQ�
FDVH� WKHUH¶V�DQ\� W\SH�RI� LQFLGHQW�� IXHO�

We—the Marines Compiled by Sara W. Bock

Above: The Slink Fire burns near base housing at MCMWTC Bridgeport, Calif., Aug. 

30. Marines integrated with multiple firefighting agencies from several states to help 

mitigate damage to the training areas aboard the installation. 

PFC Osvaldo D. Vasquez, left, and other 

Crash Fire Rescue personnel with MWSS-

373, 3rd MAW, conduct an equipment 

check at an interagency improvised air-

field near Coleville, Calif., Sept. 6, in sup-

port of firefighting operations.
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spill, hard landing, medical incident 
that happens within this LZ that we can 
respond to immediately.”

The training areas threatened by the 
Slink Fire are used for multiple moun-
taineering and cold weather warfare-
focused courses for Marines, Sailors and 
other servicemembers from the U.S. and 
partner nations.

The primary exercise conducted at the 
training center is Mountain Exercise, a 
modernized, force-on-force event that 
utilizes the vast Mojave Desert training 
grounds at Marine Corps Air-Ground 
Combat Center Twentynine Palms, Calif.

CWO Bobbie Curtis, USMC

Professional Development Trip 
Marks 102 Years of Female Marines

It’s no secret that women make up a 
small percentage of the total force of the 
Marine Corps—roughly 8 percent.

World War I was the impetus for the 
¿UVW�����ZRPHQ�WR�HQOLVW�LQ�WKH�0DULQHV��
7RGD\���������VHUYH�RQ�DFWLYH�GXW\�ZRUN�
ing in all combat-related occupational 
specialties. For the current generation, it 
is important to understand the history of 
those who came before them, in order to 
keep moving the legacy forward.

A group of 16 female Marines with 
Ammunition Company, 2nd Supply Bat-
talion, 2nd Marine Logistics Group, 
traveled to the National Capital Region 
for a two-day professional development 
WULS�LQ�$XJXVW�LQ�KRQRU�RI�WKH����QG�DQQL�
versary of the enlistment of Opha May 
-RKQVRQ��WKH�¿UVW�IHPDOH�0DULQH�

Corporal Kaylynn Kalama and Cpl 
Rosalinda Hernandez were the driving 
force behind making the trip happen.

“This trip was essential for us because 
we needed to see that there are Marines, 
especially women, in high leadership 
positions who are looking out for us,” 
said Kalama.

The Marines had the opportunity to 
visit the Pentagon, Marine Barracks 
Washington, Opha May Johnson’s grave-
site in St. Paul’s Rock Creek Cemetery, 
and the National Museum of the Marine 
Corps.

At the Pentagon, they heard from a 
panel consisting of Marines ranging from 
VWDII�QRQFRPPLVVLRQHG�RI¿FHUV�WR�JHQHUDO�
RI¿FHUV��DOO�RI�ZKRP�VKDUHG�H[SHULHQFHV�
through open dialogue. 

Among those on the panel were two 
prominent Marines who continue to pave 
the way for the upcoming generations: 
Lieutenant General Loretta Reynolds and 
Brigadier General Lorna Mahlock.

LtGen Reynolds is the Deputy Com-
mandant for Information, Headquarters 
Marine Corps, and commander of U.S. 
Marine Corps Forces Strategic Command.  

BGen Mahlock serves as the director of 
Information Command Control, Com-
munications and Computers and the 
Department of the Navy Deputy Chief 
,QIRUPDWLRQ�2I¿FHU�RI�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV��

“Overall this trip was important to me 
and my junior Marines because it’s im-
portant to see [women] being represented 
in places that we don’t get to see often, 
in this case, the Pentagon,” said Hernandez. 
“There is a lot of room for women to grow 
in the Marine Corps, but to see that there 
are women who are already in these 
positions is amazing.”

The panel shared with the visiting Ma-
rines their successes, failures and lessons 

learned. This resonated with the Marines 
and prompted them to in turn share their 
struggles with the members of the panel. 
One struggle in particular was having a 
voice.

“This is their force,” said Major Sharon 
Sisbarro, a communication strategy and 
RSHUDWLRQV�RI¿FHU�ZLWK�WKH�&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�
Directorate, HQMC. “Part of what our 
efforts are as we try to incorporate diver-
sity and inclusion is to make sure that 
every Marine knows that we are here to 
listen to them and that their contribution 
is seen as the strength that is strengthening 
our force.”

In the Marine Corps, initiative is one 

Above: Cpl Kaylynn Kalama with Ammunition Co, 2nd Supply Bn, 2nd MLG, right,  

gives a presentation at the burial site of Opha May Johnson, the first woman to enlist 

in the Marine Corps, as part of a professional development event in Washington, D.C., 

on Aug. 13.

Below: Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps Troy E. Black talks with female Marines 

during a professional development event at the Pentagon, Arlington, Va., Aug. 13.
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of the traits that should be embodied by 
every leader. Taking the initiative to make 
a change and speak up about things that 
matter is what begins to make a difference.

“There are always going to be people 
who want to help you succeed and who 
went through the same struggles that you 
did,” said Hernandez. “You just have to 
make noise and make it known that you 
need the help to make a positive change.”

Kalama believes it’s up to her and other 
young female Marines to continue the 
legacy of those who paved the way.

“I don’t think I’ll ever get to experience 
anything like this in my Marine Corps 
career again, but I’m so grateful that I 
did,” said Kalama. “It was almost like 
seeing the past and present communicate 
about how far we’ve come and what we 
still have yet to accomplish.” 

LCpl Fatima Villatoro, USMC

Setting the Example: 
Marines Clean Up Kin Blue Beach

Reveille was at 5:30 a.m. on July 25. 
Platoon internal training with Combined 
Anti-Armor Team (CAAT) 1 had con-
cluded the night prior. The Marines were 
all tired and ready to go home, but CAAT 
1 had one more task to complete.

After spending three full days and 
nights patrolling and practicing basic 
infantry skills in the heat at Kin Blue 
Training Area, Okinawa, Japan, CAAT 1 
spent the morning clearing the beach of 

trash and debris that had washed up. Ma-
rines and Sailors that use the training area 
are expected to clean up after themselves 
after the completion of training, but 
CAAT 1 decided to take it one step further 
and clean the entire beach as well. The 
Marines were happy to volunteer and 
show their appreciation to the community.

In order to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, all personnel assigned to the 
31st Marine Expeditionary Unit were 
required to maintain a strict “bubble.” 
Interactions between MEU and non-MEU 
personnel were strictly prohibited follow-
ing the appearance of case clusters 
throughout Okinawa. While unable to 
interact with anyone from the local com-
munity, the Marines of CAAT 1 tried to 
demonstrate gratefulness and respect for 
the island whenever possible through 
simple actions. 

Although Kin Blue is a training area, 
each year in March the beach is opened 
up to the public for an event called 
“Hama Uri.” At the traditional Okinawan 
event, women go to the ocean to purify 
themselves by dipping their feet and hands 
in the water and to pray for their health. 
Camp Hansen and Kin Town have been 
opening Kin Blue to local residents during 
Hama Uri for more than 20 years.

“With all the negativity going on in the 
world, even one positive action can help in 
a major way,” said Sergeant Collin Rogers, 
a squad leader with CAAT 1. “As leaders, 

we can’t just think about ourselves.” 
Noticing the beach was covered in trash 
that had washed up from the ocean, CAAT 
platoon leadership decided to leave the 
beach better than they found it in order to 
demonstrate respect for the environment 
they are allowed to operate in.

Gunnery Sergeant Steven Habon, 
CAAT 1 platoon sergeant, wants his up-
and-coming leaders to know that this is 
the expectation for how Marine leaders 
are to act.

“Hopefully we become the example for 
the battalion,” said Habon. “Our goal is 
to inspire the units that come after us to 
demonstrate service through action in 
order to strengthen the bond between 
the Marine Corps and the people of 
Okinawa.”

“It really was a great way to end train-
ing,” said Sergeant Michael Asbell, a squad 
leader. “Given the current circumstances, 
I don’t think there’s a better way to show 
respect to the community.” The Marines of 
the 31st MEU hope that by similar actions, 
they can continue to express gratitude for 
the opportunity to be in Okinawa.

The 31st MEU, the Marine Corps’ only 
continuously forward-deployed MEU, 
SURYLGHV�D�ÀH[LEOH�IRUFH�UHDG\�WR�SHUIRUP�
a wide range of military operations as 
the premier crisis response force in the 
,QGR�3DFL¿F�UHJLRQ��7KH���VW�0(8�KDV�
implemented strict health protection 
measures and will continue to conduct 
mission-essential training in support of 
regional security and stability.

LCpl Kolby Leger, USMC

Corporals Course Adapts 
To Meet Pandemic Guidelines

Marines with Corporals Course 4-20, 
Headquarters and Support Battalion, 
Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, 
Calif., continued to train and learn about 
time-honored traditions despite the 
coronavirus pandemic. The Corporals 
Course is a professional military education 
course that continues young noncommis-
sioned officers education in leading 
Marines.

During the three-week training course, 
Marines get a chance to learn more about 
the foundations of Marine Corps leader-
ship, combat conditioning, joint oper-
DWLRQV��¿QDQFLDO�SODQQLQJ�DQG�PRUH�

According to Sergeant Paul Sebastian, 
the head instructor for Corporals Course 
4-20, Marines never stop training, and 
LW¶V�YLWDO�WKDW�QRQFRPPLVVLRQHG�RI¿FHUV�
continue to learn about leadership funda-
mentals, core values and time-honored 
traditions.

“We have taken extra time and pre-
cautions while setting up the classes and 
training events to combat COVID, but 

Marines with CAAT 1, BLT 2/4, 31st MEU clean the beach at Kin Blue, Okinawa, Japan, 

July 25. At the conclusion of their training, the unit picked up trash in an effort to 

leave the environment better than they found it. 
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these are the future leaders of our Marine 
Corps and they should be given the same 
chances and training opportunities as the 
NCOs before them to ensure theirs and 
the Corps’ success.”

Throughout the course, the Marines 
followed social distancing guidelines and 
wore masks if they couldn’t maintain 6 
feet between each other. As part of the 

course, Marines went through physical 
WUDLQLQJ�HYHQWV�OLNH�¿UHPDQ�FDUULHV��EXGG\�
carries and team exercises. 

“One of the toughest things and ways 
we had to change this course was all the 
classes are being taught by the Marine 
instructors instead of bringing in subject 
matter experts in those different areas,” 
said Sebastian. “It was a challenge for 

the instructors to learn and teach more 
training than in previous courses, but 
it allowed the instructors more time to 
mentor their Marines.”

Corporal Ivan Leon-Munoz, the class 
commander with Corporals Course 
4-20, said that the training was more 
supervised—referring to enforcing social 
distancing and cleaning—than previous 
seminars and courses he’s attended, but 
that it didn’t lose its effectiveness. 

“I think the Marine Corps is doing right 
by the Marines by continuing to train,” 
said Leon-Munoz. “This training helps 
build on the foundation of leadership and 
training we have already learned and built 
during our time in the Marine Corps. 
This training is something we will keep 
building on and start passing on to our 
Marines as leaders during the remainder 
of our time in the Marine Corps.”

LCpl Andrew Cortez, USMC

Crazy Caption Contest

“Uh-Oh! No way am I wearing that ribbon!”

Submitted by:

John T. Komar

The Villages, Fla.

Winner

Dream up your own Crazy Caption. Leatherneck will pay $25 or give 

a one-year MCA&F membership for the craziest one received. It’s easy. 

Think up a caption for the photo at the right and either mail or email 

it to us. Send your submission to Leatherneck Magazine, P.O. Box 1775, 

Quantico, VA 22134, or email it, referencing the number at the bottom 

right, to leatherneck@mca-marines.org. The winning entry will be 

published in two months.

(Caption) _________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Name _____________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

City/State _________________________ ZIP ____________

11-20

This Month’s Photo
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Cpl Ivan Leon-Munoz, the class com-

mander with Corporals Course 4-20, 

shoots an azimuth with a lensatic com-

pass during land navigation training at 

MCB Camp Pendleton, Calif., Aug. 17.
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By Keith Oliver

A
lready a combat-seasoned, dec-
orated recon Marine sergeant at 
age 23, Clark Blake became a 

member of the Northeast Louisiana State 
College football team in 1966 less than 
one week after boarding a “freedom bird” 
from Vietnam. 

He suited up for practice the day he 
arrived on campus in bayou country.

“True story: My Marines and I had 
just come back from a week’s patrolling 
and I came across an ALMAR in the 
head, of all places,” Blake said. “Seems 
Headquarters Marine Corps was granting 
early separation for any enlisted jarhead 

who was within six months of his EAS, 
provided he had acceptance at a college 
or university,” recalled Blake.

“But the deadline was fast approaching 
DQG�VR�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�GD\�RI�VFKRRO�́ �KH�
added.

Fortunately, the coaches were more 
than ready to welcome their Marine. They 
DOUHDG\�KDG�¿OP�RQ�WKH�UXQQLQJ�EDFN�
OLQHEDFNHU�SODFHNLFNHU�IURP�KLV�GD\V�DW�
Fort Lauderdale High School. And they 
had been keeping up with Blake’s tackle 
football prowess at Camp Lejeune before 
he shipped off to Vietnam. 

“Marine Corps football was a very big 
deal in the 1960s,” Blake explained. “We 
lined up against teams from other bases, 

including Parris Island, Fort Benning and 
Fort Bragg. Shoot, the Quantico Marines 
even played a college schedule!”

He graduated from college with honors 
and returned to his native Florida to coach 
the Eustis Panthers to state championships 
in both football and soccer while garnering 
political science “Teacher of the Year” 
accolades from a half-dozen different 
entities over a 30-year tenure.

Some of today’s Marine veterans, in-
cluding battle-tested Iraq and Afghanistan 
hands, have echoed the post-Corps 
football adventures of forebears like 
Blake, former Beirut hostage Steve 
Kirtley, and Mike Anderson, who never 
played high school football but eventually 

FOOTBALL PHENOMS
Corps Has Fielded Gridiron Greats

The MCB Camp Pendleton Spartans defeated the 11th Marine Cannon Cockers 26-7 during the first game of the Commanding 

General’s Cup Camp Pendleton Tackle Football League in 2014. 
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During the heyday of the Marine football program, games were played at Butler Stadium, which was built when BGen Smedley 

Butler was the commander of Marine Corps Barracks Quantico. (USMC photo)

Clark Blake and some of his teammates (left) from the Northeast Louisiana State College football team in the late 1960s. Blake 

(right) was a decorated recon Marine sergeant when he became a member of the Northeast Louisiana State College football team 

in 1966. He later had a successful career motivating students and athletes as a high school teacher and coach.
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became a Denver Bronco and was the NFL 
Offensive Rookie of the Year. Among the 
more contemporary, dreams-realized crop 
of leathernecks are Appalachian State’s 
Brian Jones and Wayne Parrish; Baylor 
linebacker Kyle Boyd; Palomar College 
ZLGH�UHFHLYHU�.\UDQ�*ULI¿�Q��/XNH�%R\G�
and Seth Newsome of LSU; and Middle 
Tennessee State’s Steven Rhodes. 

Then there are those who played 
ball before their Marine Corps service, 
LQFOXGLQJ�6DWXUGD\�DIWHUQRRQ�KHURHV�DQG�
warrior-leaders of some renown: 

LtGen Ronald L. Bailey-Star wide 
UHFHLYHU� DW� 7HQQHVVHH¶V� $XVWLQ� 3HD\�
University who serves there now as vice-
president of external affairs. Bailey led 
the 2nd Marine Regiment in the initial 
days of Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2003. 
He later was in charge of Marine Corps 
UHFUXLWLQJ�DQG�FRPPDQGHG��VW�0DULQH�
Division. 

LtGen Emil R. “Buck” Bedard-Most 
9DOXDEOH� 3OD\HU� RQ� 1RUWK� 'DNRWD¶V�
Mayville State University football team 
LQ�������KH�DOVR�JDUQHUHG�DOO�FRQ�IHUHQFH�
KRQRUV�DQG�LQGXFWLRQ�LQWR�WKH�&RPHWV¶�
Hall of Fame. Bedard served as the Com-
manding General, II Marine Expeditionary 
Force (MEF) and commanded combat 
troops in Vietnam and Somalia.

LtGen Martin R. “Marty” Berndt-A 
UXQQLQJ�EDFN�DW�:HVW�&KHVWHU�6WDWH� LQ�
3HQQV\OYDQLD�ZKR�FRPPDQGHG�WKH���WK�
Marine Expeditionary Unit, Berndt 
UHFHLYHG�QDWLRQDO�DFFODLP�IRU�WKH�UHVFXH�

of Air Force pilot Captain Scott O’Grady 
GXULQJ�WKH�%RVQLDQ�:DU�LQ�������+H�ODWHU�
commanded both II MEF and Marine 
Forces Atlantic.

LtGen Ernest C. “Big Ernie” 

Cheatham�$�/R\ROD�0DU\PRXQW�8QL�
versity gridder who saw heavy action in 
Korea and Vietnam, Cheatham played 
GHIHQVLYH�WDFNOH�IRU�WKH�3LWWVEXUJK�6WHHOHUV�
and Baltimore Colts between wars. He 
was awarded the Navy Cross for his valor 

in leading 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines at 
+XH�&LW\�LQ������

Col Joseph R. Clearfield-Playing 
IRRWEDOO�DW�&ROXPELD�DQG�8QLRQ�&ROOHJH��
&OHDU¿�HOG�DOVR�FRDFKHG�VSULQW�IRRWEDOO�DW�
the U.S. Naval Academy. His infantry 
SRUWIROLR�LQFOXGHV�WZR�%URQ]H�6WDUV�ZLWK�
combat “V,” honor grad from airborne 
VFKRRO��DQG�DQ�DZDUG�DV�WKH�2XWVWDQGLQJ�
Platoon Commander, 2ndMarDiv. He later 
VHUYHG�LQ�)DOOXMDK��$IJKDQLVWDQ��/LEHULD�
and Haiti. 

Col Rich Crain�$Q�DFFODLPHG�'XNH�
OLQHEDFNHU�ZLWK�WZR�GHFRUDWHG�WRXUV�LQ�
Vietnam, Crain served as Sports Director 
of the Marine Corps, where he earned a 
UHSXWDWLRQ�IRU�¿�HUFH�DGYRFDF\�RI�860&�
athletic programs.

LtGen John F. Goodman-Arizona 
6WDWH¶V�TXDUWHUEDFN�IRU�WZR�\HDUV�LQ�WKH�
ODWH�����V��*RRGPDQ�ZDV�GUDIWHG�LQWR�
WKH� $UP\� XSRQ� JUDGXDWLRQ� ZKHUH� KH�
IRXJKW�ZLWK�WKH���WK�5DQJHU�5HJLPHQW�
LQ�9LHWQDP��HDUQLQJ�D�3XUSOH�+HDUW�DQG�
Bronze Star with combat “V.” He later 
VHUYHG�DV�D�0DULQH�¿�JKWHU�SLORW�DIWHU�D�
brief stint with the New Orleans Saints. 

Col Mark King-A center for the Uni-
versity of Florida who transferred to Troy 
8QLYHUVLW\�LQ������ZKHUH�KH�VHUYHG�DV�WHDP�
captain, King was named All-American 
and drafted by the Kansas City Chiefs. 
He commanded an anti-air craft battery 
in Operation Desert Storm and was later 
the chief of staff for 2nd Marine Aircraft 
Wing. He also was later a championship 
KLJK�VFKRRO�FRDFK�DQG�LQGXFWHG�LQWR�7UR\�
University’s Hall of Fame.

MajGen Paul E. Lefebvre-After 
SOD\LQJ�IRRWEDOO�DW�6SULQJ¿�HOG�&ROOHJH��
he coached at Penn State for Joe Paterno. 
He was later awarded the Leftwich Trophy 
as the top infantry captain in the Marine 
&RUSV�� DQG� KLV� GHSOR\PHQWV� LQFOXGHG�
Haiti, Panama, Kosovo, Afghanistan and 
Iraq. Lefebvre retired as Commanding 
General, Marine Forces Special Op era-
tions Command. 

Maj Ralph Sinke�7KH�UXQQLQJ�EDFN�
IRU� WKH� 2WWDZD� 5RXJK� 5LGHUV� RI� WKH�
&DQDGLDQ�)RRWEDOO�/HDJXH��WKH�PXVWDQJ�
PDMRU�UHFHLYHG�¿�YH�3XUSOH�+HDUWV�GXULQJ�
his Vietnam service. He later coached at 
Naval Academy Prep School in Newport, 
R.I., and went on to become a novelist 
and poet.

Col Ralph Tice-After kicking for 
WKH�&LWDGHO�XQGHU�&RDFK�%REE\�5RVV��
7LFH�ZHQW�RQ� WR�FRPPDQG�D�VTXDGURQ�
in Operation Desert Storm and Marine 
$LUFUDIW�*URXS����DW�1HZ�5LYHU��1�&��
7KH�&+����SLORW�ODWHU�UHWXUQHG�WR�KLV�DOPD�
mater as a Professor of Military Science 
DQG�&RPPDQGLQJ�2I¿�FHU�RI� WKH�1DYDO�
527&�XQLW�

LtGen Emil “Buck” Bedard, USMC (Ret), delivers the keynote address at the dedication 

ceremony of the Military Honor Garden at Mayville State University, in Mayville, N.D., 

Oct. 17, 2015. Bedard was a standout lineman at the university before embarking on 

a distinguished military career.

Sgt John R. Chalk, a Leatherneck staff 

artist, created the cover for the Septem-

ber 1953 issue of the magazine.

Sgt John R. Chalk, a Leatherneck staff 

L
E

A
T

H
E

R
N

E
C

K
C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 O

F
 M

A
Y

V
IL

L
E

 S
T

A
T

E
 U

N
IV

E
R

S
IT

Y

50        LEATHERNECK / NOVEMBER 2020 www.mca-marines.org/leatherneck

https://mca-marines.org/leatherneck


America’s football coaching ranks 
have also been enriched by a Devil 
Dog cadre beginning with college 
legends like Georgia’s Vince Dooley 
and Iowa’s Hayden Fry and professional 
head coaches Les Steckel (Minnesota 
Vikings) and J.D. Roberts, Bum Phillips 
and Jim Mora, all of whom coached a 
variety of teams but who each coached 
the New Orleans Saints at one point in 
their careers.

Retired Marine LtCol Lonnie 
Messick, now an assistant with the 
Hardrockers of the North Dakota School 
of Mines and Technology (Rocky 
Mountain Athletic Conference), found 
a special niche: preparing young men 
for next-level college football from the 
prep school ranks. A member of the Kent 
State staff for many years, the former 
Oklahoma Sooners linebacker and Viet-
nam-seasoned artillery officer is best 
known in coaching circles for his stunning 
successes at Marine Military Academy in 
Harlingen, Texas, and Hargrave Military 
Academy in Chatham, Va. At Hargrave, 
95 percent of his charges played col-
legiately, including more than 60 players 
at the Division 1-A level.  

A coach from another generation was 

WKH�¿�UVW�RI¿�FHU�NLOOHG�RQ�,ZR�-LPD���VW/W�
Jack Chevigny, USMCR had guided the 
NFL’s Chicago Cardinals in 1932. Before 
that, he had the head job at the University 
of Texas where he led the Longhorns to 
victory over his own alma mater, Notre 
Dame (where he literally helped “win one 
for the Gipper” as depicted in the iconic 
¿�OP�DERXW�FRDFK�.QXWH�5RFNQH��

Chevigny had received a direct com-
mission into the Marine Reserve in 1943 
at age 36 and was coaching the Camp 

Lejeune football team when his request 
for an overseas combat assignment was 
approved. He was killed on Red Beach 
on Feb. 19, 1945, (D-day) shortly after 
disembarking from the attack transport 
USS Rutland (APA-192) while serving 
DV�D�OLDLVRQ�RI¿�FHU�ZLWK�WKH���WK�0DULQH�
Regiment. 

World War II was surely the high-
water mark for football and the Marine 
Corps as it was for the other services. 
One unique distinction for the Marine 
Corps: Back-to-back Heisman Trophy 
winners, Georgia’s Frank Sinkwich in 

1942 and Notre Dame’s Angelo Bertelli 
in 1943, were announced while each was 
under going recruit training at Parris Island. 

Institutionally, the Marines’ mother 
lode for all things football was and is the 
U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, Md., 
the nation’s most productive source for 
regular commissions into the Marine 
Corps as well as the Navy. Perhaps Navy’s 
biggest sensation since Roger Staubach 
was last season’s quarterback, Malcolm 
Perry, a Marine second lieutenant who 

HAPPY 245th BIRTHDAY, MARINES,
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made the roster of the NFL’s Miami 
Dolphins after being chosen as a wide 
receiver in the 7th round of the NFL draft 
in the spring. Perry, whose parents are 
retired Army NCOs, led his team to 11 
wins his senior season. He scored 21 
touchdowns, rushed for 2,107 yards and 
KDG�D�SDVVLQJ�HI¿�FLHQF\�UDWLQJ�RI�������²
school records all.  He also led the nation 
with 26 “explosive rushes” (runs of 20 
\DUGV�RU�PRUH��DQG�ZDV�WKH�¿�UVW�TXDUWHU�
back in the history of the Football Bowl 
subdivision to post 2,000 running yards 
in a single season.

Consistent with the latest Secretary 
of Defense guidance, Perry is a member 
of the Marine Corps Individual Ready 
5HVHUYH��DXWKRUL]HG�WR�GHIHU�KLV�DFWLYH�
duty commitment until his professional 
football career is concluded. 

As the Academy’s Senior Marine Corps 
Representative as well as the dean of 
humanities and social sciences, Texas 
A&M graduate Colonel Jeff Smitherman 
is in charge of the overall leatherneck 
effort which includes personally serving 
DV�WKH�RI¿�FHU�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�861$¶V�
YDUVLW\�IRRWEDOO�WHDP��7KH�DUWLOOHU\�RI¿�FHU�
and former CO of the 6th District of 

Marine Corps Recruiting Command is 
“especially pleased to see a consistently 
large number of Marine Corps accessions 
among our football players and other 
varsity athletes and throughout the 
Brigade of Midshipman, overall.

“The credit goes to the Marine staff 
and faculty,” Smitherman said. “They are 
out stand ing role models, through and 
through.” 

Marine captain and Naval Academy 
grad uate Shakir Robinson, a logistics 
officer assigned as the Maintenance 
0DQDJHPHQW�2I¿�FHU�IRU�WKH�OVW0DU'LY�DW�
Camp Pen dle ton, was a Navy defensive 
back who unabashedly leans on his 
football ex perience every day.

“It’s all about the team,” he said. “We 
are blessed to be able to support and 
HQFRXUDJH�PDJQL¿�FHQW�\RXQJ�0DULQHV��
To watch them get after it by helping each 
other out, by embracing the importance 
of each individual’s contribution to the 
overall mission, is a joy to behold.”

Author’s bio: Retired Marine Col Keith 
Oliver served in the Corps from 1972-
������+H�KDG�KLV�¿�UVW�Leatherneck byline 
in 1974 when he was a sergeant.

Above: Malcolm Perry, a standout player 

for the United States Naval Academy, 

led his team to 11 wins during his senior 

season scoring 21 touchdowns as a re-

ceiver. He was later drafted by the NFL’s 

Miami Dolphins.

Below: Marine captain and Naval Acad e-

my grad Shakir Robinson played de fen-

sive back for the Midshipmen. 
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“The helicopter’s two hours late. Let’s try Uber.”

“At least the Marines are open to both political sides.”
“There’s no Republicans, Democrats, liberals 

or conservatives here. You’re all maggots!”

“I started a what last night?”

Leatherneck Laffs
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“I cleaned your coffee pot for you, gunny.”

“Perkins, your transfer to the air wing came through.”

“I said, send up the breacher.”
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By GySgt Alison V. Bardeguez, 
USMC

Editor’s note: The following article 
received an honorable mention in the 
2020 Leatherneck Writing Contest. Major 
Richard A. “Rick” Stewart, USMC (Ret) 
sponsored the contest, which is open to 
enlisted Marines, through the Marine 
Corps Association and Foundation. 
Upcoming issues of Leatherneck will 
feature other honorable mention entrants.

T
ime abruptly stood still as she 
watched the Western Union tele-
gram solemnly held out toward her 

VKDNLQJ�KDQGV��:LWK�WUHPEOLQJ�¿QJHUV��
she opened the note and focused on the 
words that would change  the rest of her 
life: “Deeply regret to inform you that 
\RXU�KXVEDQG��*XQQHU\�6HUJHDQW�-RKQ�
%DVLORQH��860&��ZDV�NLOOHG� LQ�DFWLRQ�

WKH���WK�RI�)HEUXDU\��������DW�,ZR�-LPD��
9ROFDQR� ,VODQGV�� LQ� WKH� SHUIRUPDQFH�
of his duty and service to his country. 
When information is received regarding 
EXULDO��\RX�ZLOO�EH�QRWL¿HG��3OHDVH�DFFHSW�
P\�KHDUWIHOW�V\PSDWK\��6LJQHG��*HQHUDO�
$OH[DQGHU�9DQGHJULIW�́ �6HUJHDQW�/HQD�
Riggi-Basilone’s seven-month marriage to 
the man she loved had abruptly ended. Her 
³-RKQQ\´�ZDV�JRQH��:LWK�LW��KHU�OHJDF\�
ZRXOG�VOLS�TXLHWO\�LQWR�WKH�VKDGRZV��EXW��
LQ�GXH�WLPH��ZRXOG�EH�UHGLVFRYHUHG�DQG�
told through friends and family who knew 
and loved her. 
/HQD� 0DH� 5LJJL� ZDV� ERUQ� RQ� DQ�
XQXVXDOO\� FROG� GD\� LQ� 3RUWODQG��2UH���
RQ�0DUFK����������WR�,WDOLDQ�LPPLJUDQW�
SDUHQWV��/HQD��WKH�¿IWK�FKLOG�RI�-DPHV�DQG�
9LUJLQLD�5LJJL��KDG�IRXU�ROGHU�EURWKHUV��
3HWHU��6DPXHO��3DXO�DQG�-DPHV��DQG�RQH�
\RXQJHU��)UDQN�ZKR�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�������
Her parents had immigrated to the United 

6WDWHV�DQG�PRYHG�WR��WKH�FLW\�RI�3RUWODQG��
but soon found themselves on an onion 
IDUP�MXVW�QRUWK�RI�6DOHP��2UH�

Lena and her brothers learned the 
value of hard work from their industrious 
SDUHQWV��EXW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KHU�JUHDW�QHSKHZ�
LQ�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�KH�JDYH�ODWHU��WKH�IDPLO\�
always made time for fun. Lena was both 
VWXQQLQJ�LQ�EHDXW\�DQG�¿HU\�LQ�VSLULW�DQG�
ZDV�YHU\�IRQG�RI�KHU�IDPLO\��+HU�EURWKHU��
)UDQN�5LJJL��ZDV�DQ�DPDWHXU�ER[HU�DQG�
she loved watching him display his skill 
DW�IDLUV��,Q�WKH�HDUO\�����V��LW�ZDV�FRPPRQ�
for community fairs to set up boxing rings 
where nearly anyone could try their hand. 
/HQD��WKH�HQHUJHWLF�¿UHEUDQG�WKDW�VKH�ZDV��
loved to instigate these matches for her 
brother.
6KH�HYHQWXDOO\�OHIW�KHU�IDPLO\¶V�IDUP�
DQG�PRYHG�EDFN� WR�3RUWODQG� WR�DWWHQG�
business school. Her mother Virginia 
GLHG�LQ�������DQG�RQO\� WZR�\HDUV� ODWHU�
KHU�IDWKHU��-DPHV��GLHG��7KH�5LJJL�FKLOGUHQ�
were on their own. 
:KHQ�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�FUHDWHG� WKH�
:RPHQ¶V�5HVHUYH��/HQD�5LJJL�ZDV�TXLFN�
WR�VLJQ�XS��/DWHU�RQ��KHU�KXVEDQG�ZRXOG�
SURXGO\�SURFODLP��³6KH�MRLQHG�WKH�&RUSV�
because she wanted to be with the top 
RXW¿W�LQ�WKH�ZDU�HIIRUW�́ �/HQD¶V�¿JKWLQJ�
VSLULW�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�ZKDW�-RKQ�%DVLORQH�
loved and admired in his wife. 

Women in the newly founded Reserve 
ZHUH�DEOH�WR�¿OO�PRUH�WKDQ�����GLIIHUHQW�
types of jobs from stenographer to auto 
PHFKDQLF��DQG�/HQD�5LJJL�ZDV�DVVLJQHG�DV�
D�¿HOG�FRRN�RQ�&DPS�3HQGOHWRQ�LQ�������
6KH�DWWDLQHG�WKH�UDQN�RI�VHUJHDQW�ZLWK�KHU�
¿HUFH�DWWLWXGH�DQG�EHOLHI�WKDW�VKH�FRXOG�
GR�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�WKH�PHQ�FRXOG�GR��6KH�
was not a woman who gossiped and did 
not care to be bothered by whispers and 
QRQVHQVH��6R�ZKHQ�6HUJHDQW�*LRYDQQL�
³-RKQ´� %DVLORQH� FDPH� EDFN� WR� &DPS�
3HQGOHWRQ� DIWHU� WUDYHOLQJ� WKH� FRXQWU\�
VHOOLQJ�ZDU�ERQGV��KLV�IDPH�DQG�WKH�IDQV�
that came along with it did not thrill her. 
7KH�¿UVW�WLPH�-RKQ�KDG�ODLG�H\HV�RQ�KHU��

she was working in the mess tent while he 
was making his way down the food line. 
³6KH�ZDV�GDUN²,WDOLDQ�RU�6SDQLVK�NLQG�RI�
GDUN�́ �-RKQ�%DVLORQH�KDG�GHWDLOHG��³%ODFN�

Sgt Lena Mae Basilone, USMC (WR), prepares to christen the destroyer USS Basilone 

(DD-824) at the Consolidated Steel Corporation shipyard in Orange, Texas, Dec. 21, 

1945. The ship was named in honor of her late husband, GySgt John J. Basilone, who 

received the Medal of Honor for his actions on Guadalcanal.  He was killed during the 

Battle of Iwo Jima in February 1945. 

Free a Marine to Fight:
The Silent Legacy of Sergeant Lena Riggi

HONORABLE MENTION: Leatherneck Magazine Writing Contest
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hair, dark eyes, and she walked around 
like she owned the place. Damn, I had 
to get to know that one.” They shared a 
glance, but her stoic and unmoved eyes 
LQWULJXHG�KLP�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�IRU�LW�ZDV�WKHQ�
that he knew she was tough. While the 
RWKHU�ZRPHQ�JLJJOHG��JRVVLSHG�DQG�ÀLUWHG�
with him, Lena was unimpressed. Once 
the women would exhaust all their prattle, 
she would retort, “So what?” John knew 
LPPHGLDWHO\�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�WKH�JLUO�IRU�KLP�
7KH�WZR�PHW�DJDLQ�LQ�)HEUXDU\�RI�������

and John Basilone mustered the courage 
WR�DVN�/HQD�IRU�KHU�QXPEHU��6KH�JDYH�LW�
WR�KLP��DQG�WKH\�VFKHGXOHG�D�¿UVW�GDWH�
to a movie on Camp Pendleton. The sun 
shone brightly when they met, and it was a 
EHDXWLIXO�DIWHUQRRQ�ZKHQ�VKH�DSSURDFKHG�

him. She never made an overly dramatic 
attempt to impress him, and she walked 
ZLWKRXW�VZD\�DV�LI�VKH�ZDV�RQ�KHU�ZD\�WR�
VRPHZKHUH�RI�LPSRUWDQFH��ZLWK�KHU�EODFN�
KDLU�FXUOHG�DQG�KHU�ELJ�EHDXWLIXO�VPLOH�
WKDW�-RKQ�VDLG�FRXOG�EH�VHHQ�IURP�D�PLOH�
DZD\��+H�DGPLUHG�KHU�ZRUN�HWKLF�IURP�
WKH�IDUP�DQG�WKH�XSEULQJLQJ�WKH\�KDG�LQ�
common as Italian Catholics. The thing he 
loved most about her was that she did not 
DVN�KLP�DERXW�KLV�0HGDO�RI�+RQRU�RU�KLV�
ZDU�VWRULHV��$V�WKH�EULJKW�GD\�WUDQVIRUPHG�

LQWR�WKH�VRIW�ZDUP�FRORUV�RI�GXVN��WKH�WZR�
EHJDQ�WR�IHHO�D�GHHSHU�FRQQHFWLRQ�WKDQ�
HLWKHU�RQH�RI�WKHP�KDG�H[SHFWHG�����

Lena and John continued to court that 
spring. John was promoted to gunnery 
VHUJHDQW�RQ�0DUFK����GHFOLQLQJ�DQ�RIIHU�
to be commissioned as a second lieutenant. 
$V�WKH�VSULQJ�FDPH��-RKQ¶V�¿HOG�WUDLQLQJ�
increased, as did his attachment to Lena. 
-RKQ�IHOO�LQ�ORYH�DQG�GUHDPHG�RI�D�IRUHYHU�
OLIH�ZLWK�WKH�EHDXWLIXO�ZRPDQ�ZKR�FDS�
tured his heart. Lena’s visits with John 
started to become scarce as his training 
became exceedingly exhausting, but they 
always had time to express that they were 
on each other’s mind. John proposed to 
Lena, and she accepted. Their wedding 
GDWH�ZDV�VHW�IRU�-XO\�����������

The ceremony was held at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, nestled in downtown 
2FHDQVLGH�DQG�RQO\�D�IHZ�EORFNV�IURP�
WKH�VHD��DQG�ZDV�RI¿FLDWHG�E\�)DWKHU�
3DXO�%UDGOH\��,W�ZDV�D�EHDXWLIXO�DQG�
modest wedding, with attendees 
LQFOXGLQJ� -RKQ¶V� FRPPDQGLQJ�RI�
¿FHU��H[HFXWLYH�RI¿FHU��/HQD¶V�VHU�
geant, and other Marines with whom 
WKH\�VHUYHG��6JW�)UDQN�%XGHP\�HV�

corted Lena down the aisle to John 
DQG�JLYH�KHU�DZD\��/HQD�KHUVHOI�ZDV�
KXPRURXVO\����PLQXWHV� ODWH�GXH� WR�D�

miscommunication with the Oceanside 
taxicab company. With little money to 
VSDUH��WKH\�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�IHHG�WKHLU�JXHVWV�
and host a small reception in Carlsbad 
and spend the night at the hotel where the 
reception took place. The next day, the 

GySgt John Basilone and Sgt Lena Riggi were married on July 10, 1944, in Oceanside, Calif. The small ceremony, officiated by Father 

Paul Bradley, was attended by the couple’s closest Marine Corps friends. 

Later on, her husband 

would proudly proclaim, 

“She joined the Corps 

because she wanted to 

MP�bT_S�_SP�_Z[�Z`_�_�

TY�_SP�bL]�P�Z]_�ɮ�

7PYL�̂ ��RS_TYR�^[T]T_�

would become what 

John Basilone loved and 

LOXT]PO�TY�ST^�bTQP��
John Basilone

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 O
F

 S
T

. 
M

A
R

Y
, 
S

T
A

R
 O

F
 T

H
E

 S
E

A
 C

A
T

H
O

L
IC

 C
H

U
R

C
H

U
SM

C

www.mca-marines.org/leatherneck NOVEMBER 2020 / LEATHERNECK        57

https://mca-marines.org/leatherneck


two ventured off to Portland by train for 
an impromptu honeymoon where they 
visited with Lena’s brother James,  his 
wife and their 8-year-old son Robert. 
Robert Riggi, wild with aspirations and 
admiration, spoke to Lena and John about 
joining the service. John, with humility 
and pride, looked at the young boy and 
smiled. “By all means you should join the 
service. But it had damn well be to the 
Marines,” he said. John would not live 
long enough to discover that in 1955, the 
young Robert Riggi would enlist in the 
0DULQH�&RUSV�DQG�VHUYH�¿YH�\HDUV�

Lena and John attended many of his 
events together. Just being in his presence 
brought her joy. John informed Lena soon 
after the wedding that his Division was 
VKLSSLQJ�RXW�WR�WKH�3DFL¿F��DQG�KH�ZDV�
going with them. They began to discuss 
their life after the war—how they would 
spend their time and what they would 

name their children. “She held up pretty 
well while we talked. She didn’t cry and 
pretended she was okay, but she was no 
poker player. But I was. I told her, ‘I’m 
coming back,’ and she believed me.” 

On Aug. 12, 1944, Lena’s beloved hus-
band John boarded USS Baxter (APA-94) 
and headed toward his untimely demise. 
On Feb. 19, 1945, on the blood-stained 
black sands of Iwo Jima, John Basilone 
JDYH�WKH�XOWLPDWH�VDFUL¿FH�IRU�KLV�FRXQWU\�
and the Corps, which he loved with every 
¿EHU�RI�KLV�EHLQJ��6XUYLYRUV�RI�,ZR�-LPD��
men who knew and served beside John, 
would remember how fast the word of his 
death traveled up the mountain. “Basilone 
got it,” they recalled in a short documentary 
by Diane Hawkins, a niece of John.

It was not until March 7, Lena’s 32nd 
birthday, that she received the telegram 
of her husband’s death. Lena traveled to 
his hometown of Raritan, N.J., where she 

PHW�KLV�SDUHQWV�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��,W�ZDV�
a somber meeting, and Lena presented 
his parents with both his Medal of Honor 
and the $10,000 life insurance money she 
had received. 

Lena did not attend either of her 
KXVEDQG¶V�EXULDOV��WKH�¿UVW�LQ�5DULWDQ�LQ�
April 1948 and his reburial at Arlington 
later the same year. Lena seemed to dis-
appear from view and both the Riggi 
family and the Basilone family feel that 
her refusal to move to Raritan to be cared 
for by John’s parents may have fueled 
some tension between Lena and his 
parents. The last public appearance Lena 
made was on Dec. 21,1945, when she 
christened the destroyer named after her 
late husband.

Settling back into civilian life in Calif-
ornia, Lena bought a house in Lakewood, 
and found a job with an electrical gen-
erating company. She never remarried, 

GySgt John Basilone and Sgt Lena Basilone on their wedding day in Oceanside, Calif., before GySgt Basilone returned to the 

fighting in the Pacific.
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EXW�KHU�IDPLO\�DQG�IULHQGV�KROG�¿UP�WR�
the conviction that Lena led an extra-
RUGLQDULO\�IXO¿OOHG�OLIH�DIWHU�WKH�0DULQH�
Corps and that she felt as though she had 
already had the best in that “great love 
only happens once.” Lena was an active 
volunteer in her community, assisting 

patients at the Veterans’ hospital in Long 
Beach, the American Veterans Auxiliary, 
DQG�WKH�:RPHQ�0DULQHV�$VVRFLDWLRQ��6KH�
was known for hosting large gatherings 
with many friends, members of her con-
gregation and neighbors. Her long-time 
friend Barbara Garner spoke highly of 
Lena saying, “When Lena saw a need, 
VKH�PDGH�VXUH�WR�¿OO�WKDW�QHHG�́ �/HQD�VSHQW�
many days caring for those around her, 
and her relentless ability to make a posi-
tive impact in the lives of many would 
follow her in passing.

On June 11, 1999, Lena Riggi-Basilone 
died after having heart bypass surgery. 
“The saddest days of my life,” Barbara 
recalled, “were seeing Lena’s normally 
¿JKWLQJ�VSLULW�ZDQH�DIWHU�KHU�VXUJHU\�́ �
While Lena was in the hospital, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs had 
presented her with the offer to be buried 
in Arlington next to her husband, but she 
refused, not wanting to cause trouble for 
anyone. 

Lena never removed her wedding band 
from her loving “Johnny” and was buried 
ZLWK�LW�VWLOO�RQ�KHU�¿QJHU� LQ�5LYHUVLGH��

&DOLI��³6KH�ZDV�DV�IXQ��FRPSDVVLRQDWH��
and loving as she was tough.” Her 
humility and resilience, love and legacy 
will continue to pass on through many 
generations of the Riggi family. 

Author’s bio: GySgt Alison Bardeguez 
is from Astoria, Queens, N.Y., and now 
serves as the avionics division chief for 
VMM-774. She has served as an avionics 
technician for the CH-46E and MV-22B 
and runs a women’s veterans organization 
called Sisters in Arms.

Her long-time friend 

Barbara Garner spoke highly 

of Lena saying, “When Lena 

saw a need, she made sure 

_Z��WW�_SL_�YPPO�ɮ�7PYL�^[PY_�

many days caring for those 

around her, and her 

relentless ability to make a 

positive impact in the 

lives of many would follow 

SP]�TY�[L^^TYR�

Above: St. Mary, Star of the Sea Catholic Church in Oceanside, Calif., the church where 

GySgt John Basilone and Sgt Lena Basilone were married. 

Right: Basilone demonstrated a modicum of modesty when he wrote to his mother, 

Mrs. Salvatore Basilone: “Dear Mom, I am very happy, for the other day I received the 

Congressional Medal … .”
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Leatherneck Laffs

“It’s just boiler plate stuff. You don’t need to read it.

Just sign at the bottom and you’re good to go.”

“I can’t wait to see my recruiter again.”

“At this rate, by the time you reach the end,

your enlistment will be up!”
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“So, you thinking about reenlisting?”

“We need to talk about you reenlisting.”

“If you sign up for the three-year option,

you’ll get your choice of deploying to 

two different hot spots.”

“Which one of you dared me to 

reenlist last night?”
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New ID Cards Being Issued for 
Military Family Members, Retirees

The Defense Department began issuing 
next-generation uniformed services iden-
tifi cation cards on July 31, marking the 
fi rst time since 1993 that changes to the 
card have been made.

Michael Sorrento, director of the De-
fense Manpower Data Center, provided 
details during a Pentagon briefi ng about 
the new ID cards, which affect military 
de pendents, retirees and other eligible 
cardholders. 

According to Sorrento, the new card 
transitions from the current laminated 
paper card to one made from much more 
durable plastic material, similar to what’s 
used for the common access card (CAC) 
used by servicemembers and DOD civil-
ians. The new cards also feature enhanced 
security measures that will “deter coun-
terfeiting and fraud.”

“It’s essentially the CAC card without 
the chip,” said Sorrento.

Although the new ID cards are avail able 

now, as of late August only about 20 Real-
Time Automated Personnel Iden tifi cation 
Card System (RAPIDS) sites were offer-
ing the new cards as new equipment is 
required to produce them. All RAPIDS 
sites worldwide likely will have the 
equipment by the end of 2020. However, 
to reduce foot traffi c—particularly in light 
of the COVID-19 pandemic—Sorrento 
said that unless a card is about to expire, 
individuals should plan to wait until sum-
mer 2021 to get a new one. The complete 
transition to the new ID card is targeted 
for January 2026. In the meantime, the 
old version of the card will be accepted.

DOD is looking at future capabilities 
that can be provided with the new ID 
cards, said Sorrento. For example, users 
of the card may eventually be able to go 
online and order a card through a proper 
vetting process and have it directly 
distributed to them by mail, rather than 
sitting in a RAPIDS offi ce and waiting 
for a card to be made.

David Vergun, DOD

Be Prepared: Payroll Tax Deferral 
Subject to Repayment 
In First Quarter of 2021 

A Presidential Memorandum to tem-
porarily defer Social Security tax with-
holdings was issued Aug. 8, fol lowing 
guidance from the Internal Rev enue 
Service released on Aug. 28. This tax 
deferment is designed to provide relief 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

What this means is that the Social 
Securi ty tax, listed on the Leave and 
Earnings Statement (LES) of military 
personnel and civilian Department of 
Defense employees, will not be paid to 
the government for the remainder of 
2020. This applies to military personnel 
with a monthly rate of basic pay less than 
$8,666.66 and civilian employees with 
wages, subject to OASDI, that are less 
than $4,000 in any given pay period.

All servicemembers and civilian em-
ployees that are subject to this tax deferral 
must be aware and understand that they 
will have to repay it between January 
and April 2021. To recoup the deferred 
tax, the amount of Social Security tax 
withheld during those months will most 
likely be double what is normally paid. For 
example, if a Marine’s August LES stated 
a deduction of $250 in Social Security tax, 
then there will be an increase of $250 each 
month from October through December. 
Then, beginning in January, there would 
be a decrease of that same amount, as 
well as the $250 that normally would be 
deducted—resulting in a decrease of $500 
in pay each month.

The deferment and repayment will be 

Due to a payroll 

tax deferral, the 

paychecks of 

military personnel 

and civilian DOD 

employees will be 

higher through 

December, but the 

deferred amount 

will have to be 

repaid during the 

fi rst quarter of 2021.
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Passing the Word Compiled by Sara W. Bock

The next-generation 

uniformed services 

identifi cation card for 

military dependents, 

retirees, and other 

cardholders includes 

enhanced safety 

features and will 

look similar to this 

sample version, which 

resembles the CAC used 

by servicemembers and 

DOD civilians.D
O

D
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automatic and individuals cannot opt out. 
It is highly recommended that all those 
who are subject to this tax deferment 
routinely check their LES and plan to see 
lower paychecks from January through 
April. For more information on the tax 
deferral, visit https://www.dfas.mil/taxes/
Social-Security-Deferral/. 

DFAS/Maj Joshua MacDonald, USMC

Operation Homefront 
Solicits Nominations for 
2021 Military Child of the Year

The nomination period for Operation 
Homefront’s 2021 Military Child of the 
Year Awards program is open through 
Dec. 7. The award is the nation’s premier 
celebration of the achievements of military 
children.

The annual awards program recognizes 
eight outstanding young people, ages 13 
to 18, who are legal dependents of serv-
icemembers or military retirees. Seven 
recipients who demonstrate resiliency, 
leadership and achievement during their 
parents’ military service will be chosen, 
one from each branch of the Armed 
Forces—the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, 
Air Force, Coast Guard, National Guard 
and Space Force. The eighth award is 
the Military Child of the Year Award for 
Innovation, presented by global tech-
nology and consulting firm Booz Allen 
Hamilton. This award goes to a military 
child who has designed a bold and creative 
solution to address a local, regional or 
global challenge.

All eight recipients will be invited to 
attend an awards gala on April 8, 2021, 
in Arlington, Va., where they will each 
receive a $10,000 prize and a laptop com-
puter. If COVID-19 conditions permit, 
Operation Homefront will provide airfare 
and lodging for the award recipient and 
one adult guardian and guest for a two-day 
visit to the Washington, D.C., area. The 
recipient of the innovation award will also 
meet with a team of Booz Allen Hamilton 
employees for project support.

“As we start our annual Military Child 
of the Year award nomination process, all 
on our end eagerly look forward to hearing 
more amazing stories of how our nominees 
are able to excel in school, in extracur-
ricular activities and as leaders and vol-
unteers in their communities, all while 
facing the challenges inherent in growing 
up in a military family,” said Brigadier 
General John I. Pray Jr., USAF (Ret), 
President and CEO of Operation Home-
front. “This year is particularly unique as 
many families are facing a variety of 
unexpected issues, but we fully expect to 
continue to see examples of nominees 
exhibiting the resiliency and creativity 
for which our military children are well 

known. I want to take this opportunity to 
encourage anyone who knows an extra-
ordinary military child to nominate him 
or her for our very special recognition 
program.

Whether in schools or honor societies, 
civic associations and clubs, sports or 
volunteerism, you never have to look far 
to find an exemplary military child who 
thrives in the face of challenges. Ideal 
candidates for the award demonstrate 
resilience and strength of character and 
embody leadership within their families 
and communities.

Founded in 2002, Operation Homefront 
is a national nonprofit organization whose 
mission is to build strong, stable and 
secure military families so that they can 
thrive—not simply struggle to get by—
in the communities they have worked so 
hard to protect.

To nominate a child for the award, visit 
http://www.militarychildoftheyear.org, 
and click the “Submit” tab.

Operation Homefront

Niklas Cooper, the 2020 Operation Homefront Military Child of the Year for the Marine 

Corps, is a student at Lejeune High School at Camp Lejeune, N.C., and has contributed 

hundreds of volunteer hours mentoring, tutoring, and participating in community 

projects. Operation Homefront is soliciting nominations for next year’s award 

recipients through Dec. 7.
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Philip J. Burr
Philip J. Burr was the recipient of the 

Navy Cross for his bravery and leadership 
under fire during the Korean War. While 
his platoon was repelling an enemy attack, 
he refused evacuation for his wounds and 
instead continued to lead his Marines in 
battle. He died in March in Medfield, 
Mass., at the age of 90.

On Oct. 6, 1952, Second Lieutenant 
Burr was the platoon commander for 
Company C, 1st Battalion, 7th Marines, 
1st Marine Division (Reinforced) at 
Outpost Seattle along the Jamestown Line 
in Korea. When the enemy launched a 
well-coordinated artillery and infantry 
attack, Burr made his way through 
trenches encouraging his men, carrying 
ammunition, and organizing the defense. 
He also supervised the evacuation of 
wounded Marines.

According to the award citation, “Al-
though painfully wounded, he steadfastly 
refused to accept medical attention and 
continued to direct his men in the defense 
of the position. Hurled to the ground and 
wounded a second time by the explosion 

of an enemy shell while engaged in carry-
ing ammunition to his men, he continued 
to supervise the supply of ammunition 
until he was again seriously wounded. 
Immobilized by his many wounds and 
evacuated to the medical aid bunker, he 
skillfully controlled the defense while 
receiving his treatment from a corpsman 
and maintained complete charge of his 
unit until relieved by another officer.”

After the war, he returned to teach 
school in his hometown of Medfield, where 
he had been a star athlete and student 
during his high school years. He spent 
many years as an educator and football 
coach at two different high schools in the 
area and also was involved with local 
youth hockey and baseball leagues. 

Burr was a member of the American 
Legion and AMVETS and he volunteered 
his time to ensure that veterans received 
proper recognition. 

“He was a good friend and a proud 
Marine,” said Frank Iafolla, a Marine vet-
eran who also lives in Medfield. Beginning 
in the late 1980s, Burr was always a 
guest of honor at Iafolla’s Marine Corps 

Birthday celebrations and he participated 
in community service projects.

“When I began collecting Toys for Tots 
in 2001, Phil would always be there to 
donate, encourage and just be Phil—not 
only with a Semper Fi but also ‘God 
Bless,’ ” said Iafolla. “Each Memorial Day 
when I place flags and markers on veterans’ 
graves in Medfield, Phil would always take 
the time to compliment how good they 
look. Again with a ‘God Bless.’ ”

Nancy S. Lichtman

Eric M. Hammel
Military historian and prolific author 

Eric Hammel, who wrote about the 
Marine Corps with such authenticity that 
many believed he was a veteran Marine, 
died Aug. 25 at the age of 74.

Hammel developed his passion for 
military history at a young age. When he 
was 12, he was confined to bed for a week 
with a childhood illness, and to pass the 
time, he read the book “Day of Infamy,” 
by Walter Lord.  A few years later, when 
he was 15, he began writing the piece 
that eventually became “Guadalcanal: 
Starvation Island.” 

After earning a degree in journalism 
from Temple University, he and his wife 
spent time living on a kibbutz in Israel. 
After their return to the United States, 
they settled in the San Francisco Bay area, 
where Hammel opened a small advertising 
agency. In his spare time, he continued his 
pursuit of bringing the stories of Marines 
at war to life with books like “76 Hours: 
The Invasion of Tarawa,” “Chosin,” and 
“The Root: The Marines in Beirut.” 

Following the success of “Chosin,” he 
turned his full attention to writing and 
publishing, establishing Pacifica Press, 
which later became Pacifica Military 
History. Hammel wrote 40 books and 
at least 70 magazine articles. He had a 
longtime professional relationship with 
Leatherneck, and his work was regularly 
featured in the magazine. He also served 
a brief stint as a contributing editor.

“The first book I read after I made 
the decision to become a Marine was 
Eric Hammel’s ‘The Root: The Marines 
in Beirut,’ and I’ve been privileged to 
work with him throughout my tenure 
as editor of Leatherneck,” said Colonel 
Mary H. Reinwald, USMC (Ret). “For 
someone who never wore our uniform, 
Eric Hammel has done as much as anyone 
to tell the story of Marines.”

Nancy S. Lichtman

In Memoriam Compiled by Nancy S. Lichtman

DPAA Accounts for Tarawa Marines
The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) announced the positive 

identification of two Marines who were killed in the Battle of Tarawa.
Private First Class Frank L. Athon Jr., 29, of Cincinnati, was assigned to 

Company A, 1st Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division when he 
landed on the island of Betio in the Tarawa Atoll of the Gilbert Islands. He died 
on Nov. 22, 1943, the third day of the battle. 

PFC Thomas F. Johnson, 18, of San Jose, Calif., was assigned to Co B, 1st 
Bn, 6th Marines, 2ndMarDiv when he landed on Betio. He died on Nov. 23, 1943, 
the fourth day of the battle. 

PFC Athon and PFC Johnson were reported to have been buried in Row D 
of the East Division Cemetery, later renamed Cemetery 33. In 1946, the 604th 
Quartermaster Graves Registration Company centralized all the American remains 
at the Lone Palm Cemetery for later repatriation. Almost half of the known 
casualties, however, were never found, and in 1949, PFC Athon and PFC Johnson 
were declared “non-recoverable.” 

In 2009, History Flight, a nonprofit organization, located a site on Betio where 
numerous casualties had been buried after the battle. The remains were recovered 
by History Flight and transferred to the DPAA laboratory at Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii. 

To identify Athon’s remains, DPAA scientists used dental and anthropological 
analysis as well as circumstantial and material evidence. To identify Johnson’s 
remains, DPAA scientists used mitochondrial DNA analysis in addition to dental 
and anthropological analysis, circumstantial and material evidence. 

To read more about History Flight’s mission to locate and recover the remains 
of U.S. military personnel, see the article “Until They All Come Home: History 
Flight is Dedicated to Locating, Excavating Remains of Missing Marines,” on 
page 36.

Compiled from DPAA News Releases
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MSG Leo Fitzpatrick , 80, of 
Newington, Conn.  He served in the 
Marine Corps from 1960-1966 as a com-
bat correspondent and was assigned to 
Armed Forces Radio and TV in Vietnam 
and Okinawa. He later served in the 
Army Reserve and owned and operated 
a photography business. He was a member 
of the VFW and the MCL Hardware City 
Det. 

Mario Hernandez, 64, of Los Lunas, 
N.M. He enlisted after high school and 
later had a career as an auto mechanic.

Cpl David J. Lang, 79, of Grand 
Rapids, Mich. He enlisted after his high 
school graduation in 1958 and served 
three years. He was a past commandant 
of the MCL Fred Cochran Det. and was 
a member of the MCA&F.

Stuart B. “Stu” Milam, 81, of Santa 
Fe, N.M. He enlisted after his high school 
graduation. He later had a career with 
the Department of Energy in the nuclear 
weapons program. 

Michael Perez, 42, of Albuquerque, 
N.M. During his 22 years in the Marine 
Corps he was assigned to Light Armored 
Reconnaissance units and served on 
several MEUs. He also served in Kosovo. 
He was an infantryman with 1/5 when he 
deployed to Iraq, where he was wounded. 
He served as a recruiter in Kansas City, 

Mo., and in Albuquerque. He worked as 
an actor and had small parts in the movie 
and TV productions including “Lone 
Survivor” and “Better Call Saul.”

Edward Postel, 89, of Costa Mesa, 
Calif. His nine years in the Marine Corps 
included service in Korea. He later had a 
career in law enforcement with the Orange 
County Marshal’s Department.

Jack J. Rasmussen, of Manti, Utah. 
He was a Marine who served in the South 
Pacifi c during WW II and saw action on 
Bougainville, Guadalcanal and Guam. 
He was wounded during the fi ghting on 
Iwo Jima. 

Capt John P. Stone Sr., 98, of 
Jacksonville, Fla. He was a graduate of 
Georgetown University who commanded 
a company of infantry Marines during 
WW II. He was the recipient of the Silver 
Star for his actions on June 1, 1945, during 
the Battle of Okinawa. While in command 
of I/3/29, 6thMarDiv, he led his company 
against a heavily defended hill. Through 
heavy hostile fi re, he led the attack from 
the front and reduced all enemy resistance, 
thereby enabling a general advance to be 
made, according to the award citation. 

His other awards include the Bronze 
Star with combat “V” and the Purple 
Heart. 

After the war, he had a successful career 

in business and was active in a variety of 
community service programs. In 1970, he 
was named Big Brother of the Year for 
Duval County, Fla. 

Sgt Gregory J. Taylor, 74, of Salem, 
Mass. He was a Marine who served during 
the Vietnam War. He later completed 
college, earning a degree in business. 

Cpl Michael J. Valdez, 36, of 
Albuquerque, N.M. He enlisted in 2004 
and completed three deployments to Iraq.

William C. “Bill” VanHandel, 85, of 
Green Bay, Wis. He was a Marine who 
served from 1953-1955. He later had a 
career in manufacturing. 

In Memoriam is run on a space-available 
basis. Those wishing to submit items 
should include full name, age, location at 
time of death (city and state), last grade 
held, dates of service, units served in, 
and, if possible a published obituary. 
Allow at least four months for the 
notice to appear. Submissions may be 
sent to Leatherneck Magazine, P.O. Box 
1775, Quantico, Va., 22134, or emailed 
to leatherneck@mca-marines.org or 
n.lichtman@mca-marines.org.

Preserving Traditions

Providing Fraternity

Promoting the Future

We are the Marine Corps League
Based in over 1,100 communities in 50 States

• Transitioning Marines & Family Support

• Toys for Tots Support

• Legislative Support and Initiatives

• Funeral Honor Guard Support

• Rifle & Pistol Matches

• Veteran Service Officers

• VĞƚĞƌĂŶƐ��ĨĨĂŝƌƐ�sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌ Service

• College Scholarships

• Color Guards

• Youth Physical Fitness

www.mclnational.org info@mcleague.org
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Polar Bear Insignia Patch
The U.S. Army’s 31st Infantry regiment 

are known as the Polar Bears and wear the 
Polar Bear insignia on coat sleeves. The 
unit fought in Northern Russia and Siberia 
between 1918-1920 in places such as 
Vladivostok and Novo Litovoskaya. The 
unit came home after losing 176 KIA slain 
by Cossacks and Bolsheviks. Another 122 
died from sickness and disease. The unit 
has two battle streamers: North Russia 
and Siberia.

1stSgt Robert Hughes, USMC (Ret)
Santa Ana, Calif.

Salute
My poem, “Salute,” ran in the April 

1984 issue of Leatherneck. That was 36 
years ago. The editor called me and said 
he loved the poem and asked if I had any 
more. I didn’t. He encouraged me to write 
some more so I did and ended up writing 
for Leatherneck for the next fi ve years. 

Life evolved and I went from writing 
poems and short stories to 17 self-pub-
lished books, two children’s books and 
three cookbooks. Poems stayed in the 
background.

I was in the Navy from 1955 to 1959 
and married Gunnery Sergeant Wyatt W. 
Miles Jr., a career Marine who served 
from 1959 to 1979. He served two tours 
in Vietnam, was wounded four times 
and received the Bronze Star. He was an 
excellent recruiter for four years from 
1970 to 1974 in Gulfport, Miss. Our son, 
Russell Scott, was in the Reserves.

I’m a young 83-year-old proud veteran 
of the U.S. Navy and an associate of 
Semper Fi!

The poem was written to honor all 
Marines but especially the 241 Marines 
whose lives were lost with the Beirut, 
Lebanon, terrorist truck bombing.

Theresa “Terry” Miles
Gulfport, Miss.

My Brush with Wake Island
I read with great interest, “The Wake 

Story” in the August edition of Leather-
neck. I have had two brushes with that 
island over the years both of which have 
humbled me and put me in awe of the men 
who defended that miniscule but vital 
piece of real estate.

My fi rst brush with Wake Island was 
in May 1972. I was a young buck sergeant 
headed for WestPac. I boarded a Flying 
Tigers DC-8 jet at Norton AFB in Califor-
nia. We fl ew to Honolulu without incident. 
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222£�*(($..�-$ .£�*(
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SOUND OFF

[continued from page 10]
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“Salute”

For history records the victories won;

What can I do 

that hasn’t been done?

What can I write or try to promote?

When I hear the bugler play 

that last note?

I know through the years 

you’ve fought to stay free,

And never once said, 

“Oh, God, don’t send me!”

What can I say? 

I can say, “Thank God!”

For having these men 

to protect our sod.

What can I do? 

I can hold my head high,

For the cream of the crop 

is serving with pride.

What can I write?

Just these words to be seen,

My salute to the few ... 

the proud ... the Marines!

https://mca-marines.org/leatherneck
www.commissaries.com


The prospect of needing long term care may be far from your mind today, but circumstances can change. A long term care 
event can happen at any age, and the potential financial and emotional strain that comes with it can have an impact on you 
and your loved ones. Unfortunately, traditional health insurance plans—including TRICARE For Life—do not pay for the 
chronic, ongoing assistance with daily living that is most often associated with long term care. 

In fact, even the long term care benefits offered through the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) are tied to specific 
triggers, including service-connected disability, available funding, and even your ability to contribute to the cost of care. 
Long term care can be expensive, and service members often rely on the VA to cover the associated costs. Depending on 
your eligibility status in the VA program, the level of coverage available to you may not be enough. For this reason, you may 
want to research standalone long term care insurance like a plan offered through the Federal Long Term Care Insurance 
Program (FLTCIP). 

The FLTCIP—created specifically for the federal family—offers active duty and retired members of the uniformed services the opportunity 
to help take control of their future long term care needs with long term care insurance. Designed to be both comprehensive and flexible, the 
FLTCIP provides insurance coverage for qualified long term care services, including the type of care you may receive and where you receive it.

Coverage under the FLTCIP
FLTCIP 3.0, the current plan available to new applicants, offers comprehensive coverage, including a stay-at-home benefit and home care 
provided by friends and family*, with added premium stability. 

One thing that makes FLTCIP 3.0 unique is the premium stabilization feature. This built-in, innovative feature is designed to reduce the 
potential need for large future premium increases—a concern many consumers wanted the long term care insurance industry to address. 
Under certain conditions, this amount may be used to offset an enrollee’s future premium payments or provide a refund of premium death 
benefit.

The FLTCIP is designed to reimburse for qualified long term care services and can lessen or eliminate an individual’s reliance on a loved one to 
provide hands-on care. FLTCIP 3.0 benefits also include:
• international coverage up to 100% of the maximum lifetime benefit
• choice of a 3% automatic compound inflation option or future purchase option
• choice of a two-year, three-year, or five-year benefit period

Build a FLTCIP plan
There’s no one-size-fits-all when it comes to long term care insurance, and it’s no secret that planning for your future care can be overwhelming. 
Our new Guided Planner was designed to simplify the process of building a FLTCIP plan that’s right for you, and it will guide you through 
these key considerations:

• Cost of care: Compare the national average cost of long term care with other locations in the United States. You can choose where 
you live, or plan to retire.
• Care options: Learn more about different care options, such as home care, assisted living facilities, and nursing homes, as well as the 
associated costs. 
• Inflation protection: Understand the impact of inflation on the cost of care over time and see examples of how our inflation 
protection options can help.

Active Duty and Retired Uniformed Service Members
The Federal Long Term Care Insurance Program Can Offer Peace of Mind to You and Your Family 

For personalized assistance, call 1-800-LTC-FEDS (1-800-582-3337) TTY 1-800-843-3557 to speak with a program consultant. They are available to answer any 
questions you may have and can walk you step-by-step through the plan design and application process. 

Note: Certain medical conditions, or combinations of conditions, will prevent some people from being approved for coverage. You need to apply to find out if 
you qualify for coverage under the FLTCIP.

The Federal Long Term Care Insurance Program is sponsored by the U.S. Office of Personnel Management, insured by John Hancock Life & Health Insurance 
Company, under a group long term care insurance policy, and administered by Long Term Care Partners, LLC.

*Informal care provided by friends and family members is covered, as long as the caregiver isn’t your spouse or domestic partner and doesn’t live in your home at 
the time you become eligible for benefits. Benefits for covered care provided by family members is limited to 500 days.

Visit LTCFEDS.com/militaryfamily 
to learn more about the benefits of applying for the FLTCIP. 

www.LTCFEDS.com

https://ltcfeds.com/militaryfamily
https://www.ltcfeds.com/
www.LTCFEDS.com


After a few hours on the deck, it was time 
to board and continue the journey. About 
two hours later, the plane experienced 
traumatic engine failure. Honolulu was 
too far back to return so the captain elected 
to make it to Wake Island. It was early 
morning. The sun was just rising when 
the island came into site. This plane of 
Marines was looking out the windows 
like school children. We were all wonder-
ing how in the heck this giant jet was 
going to land on that tiny island.

The pilot did get us down safely. We 
were there for about 30 hours as parts were 
brought in and repairs made. We couldn’t 
go anywhere because even after all those 
years, we were warned about unexploded 
ordnance. The plane was ready, and we 
left for WestPac. Nothing dramatic, but 
it did instill the sense of how vital that 
island was.

My second brush was many years 
later. In 1991, I was a captain stationed 
at HQMC. I drove to a hotel in Alexandria, 
Va., to pick up Major Brown who was in 
town for a meeting. From the hotel, the 
major and I went down to a restaurant for 
coffee and breakfast. The restaurant was 
pretty full. In one corner were a couple 
dozen crusty old guys. We were both in 
uniform, and as soon as they saw us, they 
invited us to their tables. Turns out these 

were the remaining survivors of VMA-
211 Wake Island Avengers attending their 
reunion. Maj Brown and I were in awe 
of these men who fought at Wake Island 
and then endured the torturous years of 
captivity under the Japanese. These men 
were true American Marine Corps heroes, 
every one of them. Eventually Maj Brown 
and I left for the meeting but we both 
considered the meeting with the men of 
VMA-211 to be a monumental moment 
in our lives.

These two incidents really cemented 
the idea of what it is all about. These Ma-
rines fought against odds they could not 
possibly overcome for a tiny but vital piece 
of dirt in the middle of the Pacifi c Ocean.

Maj Bob Fields, USMC (Ret)
Bradenton, Fla.

Feel like sounding off? Address your letter 
to: Sound Off, Leatherneck Magazine, 
P.O. Box 1775, Quantico, VA 22134, or 
send an email to: leatherneck@mca-
marines.org. Due to the heavy volume, 
we cannot answer every letter received. 
Do not send original photographs, as we 
cannot guarantee their return. All letters 
must be signed, and emails must contain 
complete names and postal mailing 
addresses. Anonymous letters will not 
be published.—Editor

Send your photos to Patricia Everett 
at: Leatherneck Magazine, P.O. Box 
1775, Quantico, VA 22134 or email 

them to p.everett@mca-marines.org. 
Please do not send originals as we 

are unable to ensure their safe return.
—Leatherneck Editor

Leatherneck is looking for your wedding 

photos—one from your wedding day
in your Marine Corps uniform with you 

and your spouse and one present-day 
photo (does not need to be in uniform). 

If you have been married 30 years or 
longer and would like to share it with our 

readers in a future issue, send them in.

Be sure to include your name, spouse’s 
name, how long you have been married, 

and rank at the time of marriage.

are unable to ensure their safe return.

Send your photos to Patricia Everett Send your photos to Patricia Everett 
at: Leatherneck Magazine, P.O. Box 
1775, Quantico, VA 22134 or email 

them to p.everett@mca-marines.org. 
Please do not send originals as we 

are unable to ensure their safe return.

Send your photos to Patricia Everett 
at: Leatherneck Magazine, P.O. Box 
1775, Quantico, VA 22134 or email 

them to p.everett@mca-marines.org. 
Please do not send originals as we 

are unable to ensure their safe return.

ThenThenThen

NowNowNow
Leatherneck

ThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThenThen

NowNowNowNowNowNowNowNowNowNowNowNowNowNowNowNowNowNowNowNowNowNowNowNowNowNow
&

Submit photos no later than November 30.

Learn more at 

MCAFPLANS.COM/PET

877.738.7874

GET PREFERRED PRICING ON AMERICA’S #1 PET INSURANCE.
MCA&F has partnered with Nationwide®�WR�R�HU�PHPEHUV�D�GLVFRXQW�RQ�SHW�LQVXUDQFH��

Use any vet, anywhere

Receive up to 90% back on eligible vet bills*

Get unlimited, 24/7 access to a veterinary professional through vethelpline®

%HVW�IULHQGV�WDNH�FDUH�RI�HDFK�RWKHU��+HOS�SURWHFW�\RXUV�WRGD\�

*Some exclusions may apply. Certain coverages may be subject to pre-existing exclusion. See policy documents for a complete list of exclusions. Plans may not be available in all states. Policy eligibility may vary.

201590-MCAF-PET-PAD

0HQWLRQ�\RXU�0&$	)�PHPEHUVKLS�
WR�UHFHLYH�SUHIHUUHG�SULFLQJ�
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City                                                       State          ZipCity                                                       State          ZipCity                                                       State          ZipCity                                                       State          ZipCity                                                       State          ZipCity                                                       State          Zip

A Wardrobe Essential Designed to Honor The Few. The Proud. The Marines.
Once a Marine... always a Marine! Now comes a casual and comfortably stylish new way to display your pride and respect for the Corps in a handsome custom design... introducing 
the “USMC Semper Fi” Men’s Jacket, only from The Bradford Exchange. Our exclusive navy blue �eece jacket brings meaningful Marine artistry to the casual look of a fashionable hooded 
jacket. Boldly displayed on the back of the black woven hood is an American �ag graphic and the sentiment “The United States Marines Semper Fi Established 1775.” An embroidered 
round patch of the Marine’s eagle, globe and anchor commands attention on the front of the jacket. Tailored with off-white side panels appliquéd with USMC in a hip-length cut, 
the jacket provides comfortable, everyday wear. The front-zip jacket has a U.S. �ag patch on the sleeve, two vertical zip front pockets, and metal toggles on the hood’s cords.

An Outstanding Value—Satisfaction Guaranteed
The “USMC Semper Fi” Hooded Fleece Jacket is a remarkable value at $139.95*, and you can pay in 4 easy installments of $34.99. To order yours in 4 men’s sizes M-XXL (size XXL, 
add $10), backed by our unconditional, money-back, 30-day guarantee, send no money now; just �ll out and send in your Priority Reservation. You won’t �nd this jacket in stores, and it’s
only available for a limited time, so order today!

YES.  Please reserve the “USMC Semper Fi” Hooded Fleece Jacket for me  
as described in this announcement. I’ve checked my size below.

Please Respond Promptly

*Plus a total of $14.99 shipping and service (see bradfordexchange.com). 
Please allow 2-4 weeks after initial payment for shipment. Sales subject 
to product availability and order acceptance. 

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                                       State          Zip

Email

E50204

®Of�cially Licensed Product of the United States Marine Corps 
©2020 The Bradford Exchange  01-19239-001-BIR6

Order Today at bradfordexchange.com/usmc	eece

T Medium (38-40) 01-19239-011
T Large (42-44) 01-19239-012           

T XL (46-48) 01-19239-013 
T XXL (50-52) 01-19239-014

A Design Exclusive 

Available Only from

 The Bradford Exchange

“USMC Semper Fi” Hooded Fleece Jacket

DISTINCTIVE STYLE 
BOLDLY SHOWS YOUR

“The United States Marines 
Semper Fi Established 1775,” 

Displayed on Hood

Graphic Side Panels 
Appliquéd with “USMC”

Connect with Us!

PRIORITY RESERVATION                  SEND NO MONEY NOW

Uniquely Designed. Exclusively Yours. 

                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

City                                                       State          Zip

                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

City                                                       State          ZipCity                                                       State          Zip

                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

City                                                       State          Zip

The Bradford Exchange
9345 Milwaukee Avenue, Niles, Illinois 60714-1393 U.S.A.

https://www.bradfordexchange.com/
https://www.bradfordexchange.com/usmcfleece


Reunions 
Editor’s note: The following reunion 

information was current as of Oct. 1. 
Given that things are rapidly changing 
due to the spread of the COVID-19 virus, 
please continue to check with the reunion 
points of contact for the most up-to-date 
information.

• Marine Corps Engineer Assn., Sept. 
23-25, 2021, Fredericksburg, Va. Contact 
Maj Charlie Dismore, USMC (Ret), (512) 
394-9333, www.marcorengasn.org.  

• Marine Corps Cryptologic Assn., 
September 2021, Las Vegas, Nev. Contact 
Edgar Kitt, 2250 Heavenly View Dr., 
Henderson, NV 89014, (702) 454-1646, 
edgarkitt@earthlink.net. 

• Marine Corps Disbursing Assn., 
May 16-20, 2021, Reno, Nev. Contact 
MGySgt Kevin Gascon, USMC (Ret), 
(760) 458-2655, mojorisin68@hotmail
.com, www.usmcdisbursers.com. 

• Marine Air Traffi c Control Assn., 
Sept. 19-26, 2021, San Antonio, Texas. 
Contact Steve Harris, (509) 499-8137, 

sandkh2@gmail.com.   
• 11th Marine Regiment, OIF 

(20th anniversary), March 31-April 1, 
2023, Camp Pendleton, Calif. Contact 
Casey Harsh, casey.harsh@gmail.com. 
Facebook group: The Cannon Cockers 
of OIF-1 (20-Year Reunion 2023 Group). 

• STA Plt, 2/8 (1989-1993) is planning 
a reunion. Contact Mike Moriarty, 
mmoriarty81@comcast.net. 

• 1/27 (1968), July 2021, Las Vegas, 
Nev. Contact Felix Salmeron, (469) 583-
0191, mar463@aol.com. 

• 2/9, Nov. 7-12, Arlington, Va. Con-
tact Danny Schuster, (978) 302-4126, 
ditson35@verizon.net, twoninencoic@aol
.com, www.2ndbattalion9thmarines.org. 

• “Stormy’s” 3/3, 2020 reunion 
postponed until 2021, date TBD, Branson, 
Mo. Contact Burrell Landes, (303) 734-
1458, bhanon@comcast.net, www
.stormys33.com. 

• H/2/7 (RVN, 1965-1970), June 24-
27, 2021, Jacksonville, Fla. Contact Steve 
Cone, (843) 424-8279, scone1948@yahoo
.com. 

• Philippine Embassy Marines (1976-
1977), Nov. 10, 2021, North Carolina. 
Contact Tim Craig, phildream2017@
gmail.com. 

• TBS, Co C, 3-72, is planning a 50th-
anniversary reunion. Contact Col Joe 
Mueller, USMCR (Ret), (818) 815-8331, 
jnm21213@yahoo.com. 

• TBS, Co D, 4-73, is planning a 50th-
anniversary reunion in 2023, Quantico, 
Va. Contact Col Bill Anderson, USMCR 
(Ret), (540) 850-4213, binche57@yahoo
.com, or Col Bob Donaghue, USMCR 
(Ret), (614) 840-0267, ip350haven@
comcast.net. 

• Plt 1187, San Diego, 1969, is planning 
a reunion. Contact T.E. Miller, (618) 520-
9646, or Mark Elder, (314) 322-8516. 

• Plt 2057, San Diego, 1971, is planning 
a reunion. Contact K.L. Christeson, (816) 
830-1498. 

• Plt 3028, San Diego, 1966, is planning 
a reunion. Contact MSgt Bob Rees, USMC 
(Ret), (619) 940-9218, bobrees86@gmail
.com. 

Reader Assistance Edited by Sara W. Bock

The Samuel Nicholas Society
– A Lasting Gift for Marines –

By leaving a gi� to the Marine Corps Association 
Foundation in your will or other estate plan, you 

become a part of this special group.

mca-marines.org/legacy-gift-planning

Your generous, lasting gi� will ensure Marines 
are always prepared to serve and fight, no matter 

the challenges they face.

If you have already included MCAF in your will or estate plan, please let us know. If you have already included MCAF in your will or estate plan, please let us know. 

We want to We want to thank thank you for your commitment to our Marines.you for your commitment to our Marines.you for your commitment to our Marines.

For more information, visit
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Mail Call
• Michael Hagle, michaelhagle@me

.com, to hear from any former troop 
leader, offi cer or instructor from Co A, 
SOI-West, Camp Pendleton, 1989-1990.

• John C. Feeney, (540) 373-8347, 
forfeeney2@yahoo.com, to hear from 
anyone who can provide information to 
confi rm the awarding of the Silver Star 
to SgtMaj Archie Lee ROBINSON
for his actions as a sergeant with F/2/5, 
February 1953, during a raid on the 
Bunker Hill Complex.

• Frank Walker, (512) 626-2277, 
sailpancho@aol.com, to hear from or 
about Paul MCLAUGHLIN, an artillery 
offi cer who served in Vietnam, 1965.

• George Slaughter, 2850 Erlands Point 
Rd. #43, Bremerton, WA 98312, (360) 
813-3104, to hear from anyone who served 
with MTM, 3rd FSR, 1966-1967. 

• Michael Spencer, mtspencery@
yahoo.com, to hear from or about Carl 
JORDAN.

Wanted
Readers should be cautious about 

sending money without confirming 
authenticity and availability of products 
offered.

• James Norman, jnorman10385@
gmail.com, wants a platoon photo and 

recruit graduation book for Plt 384, 
Parris Island, 1973. 

 • Rob Ostrander, ostranderrj77@gmail
.com, wants a recruit graduation book
for Plt 1029, Parris Island, 1995. 

• David Coon, usmcsoonercoon@

icloud.com, wants a recruit graduation 
book for Plt 3031, San Diego, 1991.

• Theodore Winters, tsgtslick@aol
.com, wants a recruit graduation book
for Plt 189, Parris Island, 1963.

WE DON’T NEED A BALL TO CELEBRATE THE BIRTHDAY!

WWW.MARINESHOP.NET

SHOP BIRTHDAY SUPPLIES AT THE MARINE SHOP

7KH�)OHHW�5HVHUYH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�¿JKWV�IRU�WKHVH�EHQH¿WV�

Your Mission • Your Voice • 800-FRA-1924

,Q�UHWXUQ�IRU�\RXU�VHUYLFH��\RX�HDUQHG�EHQH¿WV�

Find us on: 

Call or join online at: WWW.FRA.ORG today, and receive your FREE Marine Ball Cap (Code:MC20).

Entries for “Reader Assistance,” which include “Reunions,” “Mail Call,” “Wanted” and 
“Sales, Trades and Giveaways,” are free and printed on a space-available basis. 
Leatherneck  reserves the right to edit or reject any submission. Allow two to three 
months for publication. Send your email to s.bock@mca-marines.org, or write to 
Reader Assistance Editor, Leatherneck Magazine, P.O. Box 1775, Quantico, VA 22134.
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BATTLEFIELD RELIC—This World War II M-1942 enamel 

canteen, above right, was recovered from the Cemetery 33 

area on the island of Betio by History Flight, a nonprofit 

organization dedicated to search and recovery operations 

for missing and unaccounted for American servicemembers.

Discovered during excavations in 2013, the canteen was 

still sealed and retains the original fresh water carried in it by 

a Marine who fought in the November 1943 Battle of Tarawa. 

It has been photographed next to a more well-preserved 

canteen of the same type for comparison purposes. In the 

photo on the right, the canteen is in its cover, and in the 

photo above, the cover has been removed.

The canteen is a fascinating time capsule from the Marines 

who took part in the battle. It is still immediately identifiable 

by its unique glossy-black enamel coating. This style of 

canteen was manufactured only in 1942. The enameling 

process was created by the Vollrath Company in reaction 

to shortages in raw materials, such as steel, early in the 

war. The enamel proved particularly useful in humid Pacific 

environments and would have been seen as a significant 

leap forward from the World War I-era, M-1910 canteens 

still used by many Marines during the Battle of Tarawa.

The canteen, along with numerous other artifacts that 

were located on Betio, were donated to the National 

Museum of the Marine Corps by History Flight in early 2020 

and are currently being assessed for conservation. 

For more information about History Flight, see “Until They 

All Come Home: History Flight is Dedicated to Locating, 

Excavating the Remains of Missing Marines” on page 36.

Author’s bio: Owen Linlithgow Conner is the uniforms and 

heraldry curator at the National Museum of the Marine Corps.

Saved Round By Owen Linlithgow Conner
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CYBER  MONDAYCYBER  MONDAY

THE MARINE SHOPTHE MARINE SHOP
IS COMING TOIS COMING TOIS COMING TO

Save the date: Monday, November 30th, our best deals yet are coming to 

The Marine Shop.  With 35% Off Sitewide, you can shop our collection 

of USMC gifts and apparel with the quality you trust at prices you’ll love.

Shop Now at www.marineshop.net

http://www.marineshop.net


USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its affiliates. © 2020 USAA. 273642 - 1120

On Veterans Day, we celebrate the men and 

women who took the oath to serve the nation.

Today, and every day, we thank you for 

answering the call to serve.

USAA.COM/VETERANSDAY

THANK YOU, 
VETERANS

https://www.usaa.com/VETERANSDAY
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