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A MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDING GENERAL 

MARINE CORPS WARFIGHTING LABORATORY 

In both his Advance to Contact and Seize the Initiative Frag Orders, as well as in the Marine Corps Operating 

Concept , the Commandant emphasized the imperative to innovate, adapt, and modernize our operating forces. We serve 

during a period of unprecedented and dramatic technological change, and this change represents tremendous opportunity 

to become more lethal, more survivable, and more effective. But this same technology also presents tremendous risk. Our 

adversaries are skillfully exploiting their own tech development efforts, as well as commercially available technology, 

and applying it in a way that appears purpose-built to deny traditional U.S. operational advantages. Simply put, as we 

work to support our senior civilian leadership in managing complex strategic challenges, we are in a race for operational 

advantage with our competitors. 

The broad outlines of the future MAGTF are coming into focus. Marines will increasingly operate with multi-

mission, autonomous, and unmanned systems in all domains; manned-unmanned teaming; persistent sensors; networked 

sensors, weapons, and command and control; additive manufacturing tools designed to compress the supply chain; a vast 

array of information environment operations capabilities; cognitive computing mission planning and execution tools; 

sense-and-respond logistics systems; and more. These emerging capabilities will significantly impact the operations of 

every element of the MAGTF, at all echelons of command. To survive, and to provide relevant capabilities in the 

objective area, Marines will increasingly fight from a mobile, distributed, and dispersed posture and fight for the ability 

to command and control on networks under constant enemy pressure. Marines will actively minimize and manage all 

forms of signature, with particular focus on the electromagnetic spectrum. Our small units across the MAGTF will 

employ and exploit a broad and sophisticated set of capabilities at sea, from the sea, and in austere, expeditionary 

environments ashore. Today's significant demands on our small units will be even greater in the future. 

Developing, employing, and sustaining these capabilities will demand innovation at all levels of the Marine 

Corps, in every corner of the operating forces and supporting establishment. Innovating and adapting are team sports, and 

we need the entire team engaged if we are going to win. The Deputy Commandant for Combat Development and 

Integration leads the future force development effort on behalf of the Commandant, and that process is guided by input 

from across the Service. You can contribute most directly by writing and publishing — in the Gazette, Proceedings, and 

other professional journals. Your ideas and insights are read and acted on. Your unit's after-action reports submitted to 
the Marine Corps Center for Lessons Learned are also reviewed for future force development implications. You can 
participate in the Commandant's Innovation Challenges, focused this year, by quarter, on Urban Warfare, Information 
Warfare, Developing Situational Awareness, and Protecting the Force (MARADMIN 542/17). Finally, you can 
communicate directly to your Marine Corps Warfighting Laboratory your insights and recommendations.

Marines have a strong tradition of warfighting innovation that has served us well on the battlefield. The spirit and 

determination of our young Marines remains our greatest strength. We need you in this fight, to burn down future risk 

and set conditions for future success. 

Keep an eye to the future Marines, and keep attacking!
Semper Fidelis,

C.F. WORTMAN
Brigadier General, U.S. Marine Corps

Commanding General, Marine Corps Warfighting Laboratory
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