From the Marine Corps Gazette Archives: March 1919

The Impressions of
First Lieutenant James C. Blank

USN

Student, Marine Officers’ School,
Field Training Depot, Quantico, Va.

Marine officers attending Marine Officers’ Training School, Quantico, Va., were in
structed in the use of bayonets.

By 1stLt J.C. Blank, USMC
The Marine Corps Officers’ School was established by Major General John A.
Lejeune in 1919 after undergoing a series of moves and different names in the early
1900s. Like lieutenants at The Basic School of today, Marines attending the Officers’
School were instructed in a variety of military subjects including tactics, weapons and
engineering. And like all lieutenants over the years, they had opinions on the quality of
instruction and their Marine teachers. The following is one Marine’s impression of the
Officers’ School as published in the March 1919 Marine Corps Gazette.

D

o you know that there is a Marine
Officers’ School at Quantico,
Va.? Do you know the subjects
which are taken up there? Do you have
any idea that if you entered the Marine
Officers’ School and followed the three
weeks’ course which is given you, that
you would, at the end of the course, have
a working knowledge of machine guns,
automatic rifles, hand and rifle grenades,
Stokes mortar, scout sniping, modern field
engineering, bayonet fighting, physical
training, and the 37 mm gun? That in
addition to the knowledge you have gained
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of the above specialties, you would have
observed and participated in various
problems in minor tactics that would show
you how to combine the use of specialties
into the correct tactical combination of
fire and movement?
Do you think you can learn these
specialties by reading pamphlets? Have
you tried any one subject? Do you
understand it practically? Have you
been examined by a specialist to find
out what you really know? Do you know
the “Theory of Indirect Machine-Gun
Fire?” Do you know why a Lewis Gun is

called a machine rifle? Do you know the
effectiveness of marching fire as executed
by automatic rifles? Do you know the
range of a rifle grenade fired from a
Springfield rifle? What is a Tromblon?
These are only a few of the many
questions that a modern Marine officer
has to have at his finger-tips. All these
questions are taken up by you. You
are given the practical answer to each
question. If there is any uncertainty in
your mind after finishing the three week
schedule as outlined, it is to a great extent
your own fault.
With such feelings of uncertainty and
unanswered questions I received orders
from the post commander at Quantico,
Va., to report to Field Training Depot for
instruction in the Marine Officers’ School,
Feb. 1, 1919.
I reported to Field Training Depot on
www.mca-marines.org/leatherneck
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Marine Officers’ School was a three-week course
that gave Marines working knowledge of machine
guns, automatic rifles, hand and rifle grenades,
and modern field engineering.

USN

Left: At Marine Officers’ School in the
early 1920s, Marines were taught how to
defend themselves against a bayonet
and other types of attacks.
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the date mentioned, was assigned to quar
ters by the adjutant and directed to report
to Major L.A. Clapp, Senior Instructor,
Marine Officers’ School.
Upon reporting, I was given a memoran
dum of the articles I was supposed to
provide myself with and also a schedule
of Marine Officers’ School which was to
start Monday, Feb. 3, 1919. I was further
directed to report to building 801 Monday
at 8 a.m.
Monday morning having arrived, I
found 24 officers on the same errand.
We were formed into a class under
Major H., who had just returned from
the overseas fleet. Upon looking the class
FEBRUARY 2019 / LEATHERNECK
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over, I found quite a few friends. There
was Captain D. of the fleet, who had just
returned from overseas. Captain M., who
had just seen a tour of duty overseas as
Q.M. [quartermaster] with our famous
aeroplane squadron. First Lieutenant
James just up from Haiti. First Lieutenant
Jackson of the 10th Reg. In fact, it seemed
a class from the four corners of the globe.
Upon the class entering the building, I
observed quite a few fixtures. There was
a large and small sand table. The large
one was apparently all arranged for some
problem, with houses, trees and terrain.
We later found out the problems in the
third week of our course. There were
quite a few landscapes and a noticeable
landscape target for an indoor sub-caliber
rifle range.
We were requested to have seats and in
a few minutes we met the commanding
officer, Major Philip H. Torrey. In a
few words he welcomed us to the Field
Training Depot. He outlined the course
that we would be expected to follow and

also the spirit of cooperation that he
expected from us. He then turned us over
to Maj Clapp.
Captain Mixon, Senior Instructor,
Machine Gun School, was introduced
and immediately got to work. It took
every bit of my attention to follow him,
not because of his manner or the clearness
of his lecture but because of the subject.
He certainly knows his specialty. A
machine gun under his instruction began
to take form and by the time the gun was
taken up mechanically, I was anxious
to see the weapon that could function
in the manner in which he described.
It is certainly a revelation as a weapon
of destruction. Mr. Browning certainly
deserves the million dollars voted to him
by Congress for his inventions. There are
things you can do with this gun that are
as bad as a gas attack in its suddenness
and unexpectedness. I would be willing to
work with this weapon in support of me if
I was an infantryman, and if Capt Mixon
was laying the machine guns, I would

certainly feel safe in advancing under a
barrage from this weapon. I understand
why machine gunners should be picked
men both physically and intellectually.
The fastest firing I ever saw was when
Capt Mixon in demonstrating the Heavy
Browning fired two boxes of ammunition
(500 rounds) in 40 seconds, which includes
the time required for changing the boxes.
Capt Mixon explained that this particular
gun was a pet of his. When I finished
those three days, I realized that machine
gunnery had certainly been condensed
in this course. But on reading over my
notes at night I saw that I had a great deal
of valuable information I could work on,
and if I get another shot at school, I am
going to take the full machine gun course.
The next two days I spent with Capt
Henry, who is senior instructor in the
Automatic Rifle School. And this time it
was the light Browning Automatic Rifle.
My admiration for Mr. Browning certainly
rises as I see more of his handiwork. Capt
Henry, by the way, is a machine gun
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Students at the Marine Officers’ School practiced tactics and maneuvers using topographical sand tables at Quantico, Va., in 1918.
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Above: U.S. Marine Corps motor-drawn
field artillery battery at Quantico, Va.,
was also used to instruct young officers
in 1918.

Camouflaged snipers, who minutes before were invisible to the eye, supported officer
training, Quantico, January 1919.
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officer who served under Maj Cole in
France. He has improved the accuracy of
the weapon by supplying a forked mount
as he calls it. Capt Henry tells me that the
asbestos forearm invention is a success
and that it will help in handling the gun
which gets very hot. However, I fired one
which had fired intermittently 4,000
rounds and they had not as yet changed the
barrel. The most spectacular work I have
seen performed with bullets was on the
afternoon that we were given a
demonstration of marching fire. The
spraying of bullets on the target 200 yards
away was a great deal like a description I
have heard of liquid fire. The claim that
the automatic rifle can accompany
riflemen is sustained without a doubt in
my mind.
On Saturday we turned in our notebooks
smooth written to be examined. I was
rather proud of mine, and I know, as it is
now, it will be a help to me. We also had
an examination on machine guns and
automatic rifles. I found out I knew more
than I thought I did. I named all the
FEBRUARY 2019 / LEATHERNECK
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Above: Marine student officers’ quarters at Quantico, 1918.

Student officers in training at Quantico, 1918.

necessary parts of the light Browning
which surprised me.
I feel particularly fit this week end.
The only thing I can attribute it to is
the half hour physical exercise we have
every morning. This is conducted by
Capt Walker, an officer who was returned
from the 5th Regiment as an instructor.
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Capt Walker is also the senior instructor
in bayonet. This physical exercise is an
innovation adopted from the Canadian
forces. It is certainly effective.
In the second week I came to the
specialties of hand and rifle grenades.
These were two things that I had heard
a great deal of, and under the efficient

instruction of Capt Lawson, another
officer returned from the 5th Regiment
as an instructor, I loaded live grenades,
threw and fired live grenades and learned
the principles and precautions to be
observed. And though at first I handled
grenades a little skittishly, I now handle
them with confidence.
There were four other specialties that we
gained insight into: Stokes mortar, scout
sniping, 37 mm gun, and a little engineer
instruction as to barb-wiring, types of
trenches, trench systems, dugouts, etc.
Each subject was handled as practically as
possible, and I would know what to expect
from the Stokes mortar and 37 mm gun. I
would certainly like to have some of my
men trained as Scout Snipers for patrol
work. And I could, with practice, string
barbed wire. I have notes on everything.
While I know my rifle well enough to
qualify, there is a subject called musketry
which has been greatly confused in my
mind. But now I believe I have got a few
principles that I can work on. It took
Maj Clapp exactly a day with quite a
few practical exercises to do it. Those
landscapes in 801 were not made entirely
for ornament.
I have seen a platoon of 58 men equipped
as specialists. I know how many teams
there are in each platoon. I have seen them
maneuver in half platoons, line of combat
groups, as skirmishers in two waves. For
this I am thankful to Capt Muldrow, the
assistant instructor, and to Co C, Field
Training Depot. Co C is a company that
is organized for tactical work. It is at the
disposal of the Marine Officers’ School
at all times.
In the third week, Maj Clapp led us on
that big sand table on quite a few tactical
walks that cleared up subject after subject.
This was the week in which we were made
to see the coordination of all specialties
we had studied in practical problems. We
were actually given the characters to place
and the situations to handle. Each problem
would result in many solutions, each of
which was taken up by our instructor and
thrashed out to the satisfaction of all by the
entire class. Each solution was the solution
until it was clearly shown that there was a
better one. In the outpost problem which
is taken from a problem used by the First
Corps School in France, we had to handle
a 250 man company. This was the best
problem we had and it took an entire day.
Having finished the course and received
my average for the term, my enthusiasm
has grown in desiring the specialist in
my platoon. With the dope I have and
the practical work performed, I believe
I have a better chance of succeeding as a
Marine officer.
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