Circ, Letters 1 THE LEATHERNECK

3 March, 1941,

CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 437

From: The Major General Commandant.
To: All Officers,
Subjeet: Tayment of commands, questions relating thereto.

1. Correspondence is frequently addressed to this Headquarters involving
the method of payment to personnel, Matters of this nature.arigsing in shore
based detachments should first be referred to the paymaster at the post or of
the pay area in which the command or detachment is located.

2. Questions concerning method of payment should not be referred to
this Headquarters unless adjustments eannot he made as indicated above.

T. IIOLCOMB.

12 March, 1941,

CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 439

From: The Major General Commandant.
To: All Ofticers.

Subject: Caution to he exereised in the use of AcrVoid Vacum food con-

tainers.
O 1. Foods and beverages must not be placed directly in the outer shell
of AerVoid Vacum Food Containers. The aluminum food pans, furnished with

eneh container, or some other suitable insert must he used in all cases.

2. The outer container is eadmium plated inside and out, Cadmium plat-
ing will stand the abuse of field service much hetter than will tin plating, but
it has the disadvantage that it dissolves in some foods and heverages in sufii-
cient amounts to produce toxic effects. A report from the field states, “There
have heen two instances where lemonade huas heen placed into the outside con-
tainer (Food Cuaprier) and resulted in a food poisoning typified by ecollapse,
vomiting and intestinal ernmping.”

3. The manufacturer is making up small plates bearing the following

caution:
CAUTION
Food must be placed in food pans,
Dangerous to put food in earrier without pans.
, These plates will he furnished without requisition, two for each contiiner. One

should he soldered to the cover and onc to the body of each eontainer in a con-
spicuous place.
4. All Commanding Officers are directed to issue appropriate instructions
to using persounel.
T. HOLCOMB,

12 Mareh, 1941,
CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 440
From: The Major General Commandant,
To: All Officers.
O Subjeet: Misconduct of soldiers, sailors and marines traveling on railroads.

1. This Headquarters has received a Tetter from Interterritorial Military
Committee of Chieago, Tllinois. This letter is quoted in part: “Just as during
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the World War when a large number of men were inducted into the military
service, 2 great many complaints are now being received from the traveling
publie as to the conduet of the men when traveling in comparatively small
groups in regular train service. The men frequently are intoxieated for the
entire trip. They molest women and children on trains and make themselves
obnoxious generally. . . . Their actions are producing a very bad impression
in the minds of the public of the diseipline in the military branches ., .. The
railrodds dislike to bring this matter so foreibly to your attention, but they
have been faced with so many complaints and there has been so much damage
to equipment, that it seemed to be our duty in protection of the interests of
the military branches to have something done to correct the situation.”

2, No partieular instance of miseonduet is mentioned.

3. Commanding officers will thoroughly instruct all marines relative to
the proper deportment required of them when traveling on trains and other
conveyances, with warning that those guilty of misconduet are subject to dis-
ciplinary action. This instruction in the ease of a single traveler may be oral,
but in the case of a man who is in charge of a party written instructions will

be issued.
T. HOLCOMB.

18 March, 1941,

CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 442

From: The Major General Commandant.
To: All Officers.

Subjeet: Authority for commanding officer of any division, aireraft group,
or hattalion of the Fleet Marine Foree, U. S. Marine Corps, to
convene summary courts martial and degk eourts.

1. The following letter from the Sceretary of the Navy to the Major Gen-
eral Commandant is quoted for the information and guidanee of all concerned:

“Office of the Secretary
File A17-11(1)/A17-21(410304)
C

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
Washington, D. C.
Mareh 13, 1941,
From: The Secretary of the Navy.
To: The Major Commandant,
Subject: Authority to convene summary courts martial and deck courts.
Reference: (1) Letter of the Major General Commandant, 1400-7—oaver
AB-fjm, dated March 4, 1941, to the Judge Advocate Gen-
cral of the Navy.
1. Pursuant to the authority vested in me by provisions of the U.
8. Code, Title 34, Scetion 1200, Article 26, (Act of Angust 29, 1916, Chap.
417; 39 Stat. 586), the commanding officer of any division, aireraft group,
or hattalion of the Fleet Marine Toree, TV, S. Marine Corps, is herehy
authorized to convene summary courts martial and deck eourts for the
trial of enlisted men in the naval serviee nnder his command.

FORRESTAL
Aeting?
T. MTOT,COMB,
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O 18 Mareh, 1941,

CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 443

From: The Major General Commandant,
To: All Officers.
Subjecet: Elimiunation of distinction hetween regular and reserve personnel,

1. The reserve designation of reserve oflicers and enlisted men on active
duty will be eliminated in intra-post and intra-organization bulletins, rosters,
and correspondence where the regular or reserve status of the individual is
not involved.

2. The reserve designation of reserve officers and enlisted men will bc
maintained in payrolls, muster rolls, clothing aceounts and in correspondence
dealing with the offieial status of the individual.

3. This letter shall he effective from date of receipt.

T. HOLCOMB,

19 March, 1941,

CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 444

From: The Major General Commandant,
To: All Officers,
o Subject: Entry of home address and legal residence on forms DSS 166 and
enlistment contraet,
References:  (a) MGC. cir. let, No, 392, 2 Oct. 1040,
(b)Y MGC. eir, let. No. 387, 16 Sept. 1940.

1. When forms D.8.S. 166 is made out as directed in paragraph 3 of
reference (a) the home address entered thercon must he the same as shown
on the registration card if the individual eoncerned has registered under the
Selective Training and Serviee Aet of 1940, regardless of any change of address
hetween the time of registration and time of entry into the Marine Corps, in
order that the proper Loeal Board may receive eredit.

2. The “legal residence” cutered on enlistment contracts, as dirceted in
reference (), will he the legal residence ¢laimed by the applicant for enlist-

ment at the time of application.
A. A, VANDEGRIFT, Acting.

20 March, 1941,

CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 445

From: The Major General Commandant.
To: All Officers.
Subject: Tables of Organization, Distribution of,
Reference: (a) Par, 1, MGC cir. let. No, 366, 26 June, 1940.
Enclosure: (A) Distribution list of Tables of Organization.
1. The distribution of the Tables of Organization to individual officers
has been diseontinued. Attention is invited to reference (a).
O 2. Hereafter Tables of Organization will be distributed in aecordance
with the distribution list attached.
3. The Commanding Officers of all activities are direeted {o procure from
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individual officers under their command sufficient copies of Tables of Organiza-
tion to meet the allowances preseribed for their particular unit.

4, In view of the early distribution of new Tables of Organization, and
the limited supply of present tables, requests for the latter should not be

submitted.
A. A. VANDEGRIFT, Acting.

25 Mareh, 1941,

CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 447

From: The Major General Commandant.

To: All Officers, Regular and Reserve,

Subjeet: Disecharges of men who were enlisted in Class III (e), Marine Corps
Reserve, subsequent to 6 Feb. 1941, and assigned to active duty
immediately.

Reference: (1) MGC’s Cir. Let. No. 418 dated 30 Dec, 1940.

1. Effcctive on receipt of this letter the procedure for effecting the dis-
charge of onlisted reservists for any reason other than (a) expiration of en-
listment or extension thercof, of (b) Bad Conduet outlined in (1) and (2) of
paragraph 3 of reference (a) is modified as to subject men as follows:

(1) Examine the service record to determine the place where the man
was accepted for enlistment. This is found on page one of the service
record book,
(2) Issue travel orders to such place.

2. Appropriate references to this circular letter will be made on all

copies of reference (a).
A. A. VANDEGRIFT, Acting.

27 Mareh, 1941.

CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 448

From: The Major General Commandant.

To: All Officers.

Subject: Change in Marine Corps Manual: Physical examination of Reservists
ordered to active duty.

1. The following change in the Marine Corps Manual has been approved:
Article 13-101—delete the present subparagraph (4) (a), and substi-
tute in lien thereof:

“(a) A Marine Corps Reserve officer is required to take a physieal examina-
tion prior to or as soon as practicable after reporting for active or training
duty, with or without pay, and to be found physically qualified to perform
active duty appropriate to his rank and elass. Tf not physically qualified, he
shall be returned to an inaetive status.”

T. HOLCOMB.

2 April, 1941.

CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 449

From: The Major General Commandant,

To: All Officers,

Subjeet: TPayment of death gratuity in eases of officers and enlisted men of
the Marine Corps Reserve.

Reference:  (a) Publie Taw 16, 77th Caongress, approved 17 March, 1941,
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1. The Aect of 17 March, 1941 amends the Act of 27 August, 1940, section
4 of which is quoted in Circular Letter No. 405, paragraph 7, in that payment
of death gratuity is extended to cases of officers and enlisted men of the Marine
Corps Reserve who are ordered to active duty in excess of thirty days and who
die of wounds or disease while so employed.

2. A beneficiary slip, Form NMC502, shall be accomplished for each
officer and enlisted man of the Marine Corps Reserve who reports for aetive
or training duty, and for cach officer and enlisted man now on active duty
who has not previously exceuted a beneficiary slip.

T. HOLCOMB.

8 April, 1041,
CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 451

From: The Major General Commandant.
To: All Officers.

Subject:“ Application of marriage provisions of General Order No. 117 in
cases of officers of Marine Corps Reserve appointed in regular
Marine Corps under Naval Aviation Personnel Act of 1940,

Reference: (a) See. Nav. 1tr. to All Ships and Stations, dated 27 Aug. 1040,
See. Nav, file MB/P-14-2 (400827).

1. Paragraph 1(b) of General Order No. 117, provides that in cuase any
O officer commissioned in the Navy or Marine Corps, serving under a revoeable
commission, marries within two years of hig original commission, such marriage

will he eonsidered cause for the revocation of his commission.

2, The Seeretary of the Navy, in par 2(f) of reference (a) has stated, in
effect, that the marriage provision above referred to is not applicable to former
Reserve Officers appointed in the grade of captain and above in the regular
Marine Corps under the Naval Aviation Personnel Act of 1940, and that in the
eases of former Reserve officers appointed in the grades of first and second
lieutenant in the regular Marine Corps under that Aect the phrase “marriage
within two years subsequent to original commission” shall he interpreted to
mean two years from the date of entering upon active duty undergoing train-

ing as aviation cadets. HOLGOMB
T, . 5

11 April, 1941,

CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 452

From: The Major General Commandant,
To: All Ofticers.
Subject: Fleet Marine Officer, United States Fleet.

1. A marine officer has heen assigned as Fleet Marine Officer on the staff
of the Commander-in-Chief, nited States Fleet.
2, The flag allowance of the Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet,
O U.S.S. Pennsylvania, has heen inereased by one lieutenant colonel.
' T. HOLCOMB,
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14 April, 1941,

CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 453

From: The Major General Commandant.
To: All Officers.

Subjeet: Disposition of Reservists found physieally unfit upon reporting for
active duty.

1. If a reservist who has been called to uetive duty is found, upon re-
porting at a post, to be physically unfit, the commanding officer will transfer
him to the place where he was put on active duty and direet that, upon arrival
at such place, the man resume an inactive status.

2, The commanding oflicer will immediately inform the Major General
Commandant of the action taken, and indicate the Reserve District to which
the man is returned.

3. When the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery acts on the medieal officer’s
finding of unfitness (Form Y), Headquarters will inform the distriet eom-
mander thercof.

4. This does not apply to Class III (¢) reservists enlisted after 6 Feb-
raary 1941 and assigned to active duty immedintely.

T. HOLCOMB.

14 April, 1941,

CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 454

From: The Major General Commandant.
To: All Ofiicers.

Subjeet: Checkage of pay for Government property lost, destroyed or damaged
‘ due to negligence or fault of individual.

Reference: {(a) JAG op 00/L10-5(391202)K, approved by See. Navy 10 Jan.
1.

1. Checkage of pay of persons in the Marine Corps, other than aceountable
officers, for the value of Government property lost, destroyed, or damaged
through negligence or other fault of the individual will not hereafter he made,
unless the individual eoncerned eonsents in writing to the cheekage,

2. The foregoing does not affect the liahility of the individual concerned
to diseiplinary action in proper cases for the loss, damage or destruction of
Government property. However, when an individual acknowledges responsi-
hility and consents to checkage, this faet will be taken into consideration in
determining diseiplinary action.

3. Appropriate changes in the Marine Corps Manual will he made at a

Iater date.
T. TTOLCOMB.

28 April, 1041.
CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 457

From: The Major General Commandant.
To: All Officers, Regular and Reserve.
Subjeet: Method of disecharging enlisted reservists on active duty.

. References: (a) MGC cire. let. No. 418, 30 Dec. 1940.
(b) MGC ecire. let. No, 447, 24 Mar. 1941,
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1. Circular Letters Nos, 418 and 447 are cancelled.
2. As shown in detail in Article 13-20, Marine Corps Manual, enlisted
men of the Marine Corps Reserve comprise the following classes:

Fleet Marine Corps Reserve—
Class I (b) 16-year transferred men.
Class I (e) 20-year transferred men.
Class I (d) 20-year transferred men.

Class I (e) $20-a-year men, assigned at end of regular en]i_stmcnt,
or enlisted in Reserve afier 4 years’ regular serviee.

Organized Marine Corps Reserve—
Class II (b) Members of organized units.

Volunteer Marine Corps Reserve—
Class TIT (b) Truained men not otherwise assigned.
Class IIT (¢) Untrained men not otherwise assigned.
Class ITT (A) Men enlisted for training as platoon leaders or avia-
tion eadets.

3. Transferred members of the Fleet Marine Corps Reserve, Class I (b, e,
and d), are ordinarily not discharged but are placed on the retired list when
they acquire sufficient service or become physically disqualified prior thereto.
If discharged, the discharges are at their own request and they are not entitled
to travel allowance or to transportation in kind.

4, (a) Enlisted reservists discharged upon expiration of eulistment are
entitled to the same travel allowanees as members of the regular service so
discharged, exeept that such allowanees are payable to the places of assignment
to aetive duty, (20 Comp. Gen, 1)

4. () Tn the case of members of the Organized Reserve who had less than
6 mionths to serve when placed on active duty, and who do not intend to re-
enlist or extend their enlistments, the commanding officer will issue travel
niders to the plree of assignment to active duty.

5. Enlisted reservists dischurged in order to accept appointment as an
aviation eadet, warrant officer or commissioned officer are not entitled to travel
pay or to transportation in kind. *t

6. Tn cffecting the discharge of an enlisted reservist for any reason, other
than expiration of enlistment, to nceept an appointment, or for reasons stated
in paragraph 10 of these instructions, commanding officers will:

(a) Issuc travel orders to the plaee where the man wus assigned to

active duty.

Exeeption: A Class III (e) reservist who was enlisted after 6
Feb. 1941 and immediately placed on active duty will be issued
travel orders to the place where he was aceepted for enlistment.

(b) Include in the orders directions that on arrival at destination the
reservist is relieved of all aetive duty and will assume inaective
status until receipt of discharge certificate.

(¢) Make out and mail the discharge certificate to the reservist’s for-
warding address,

7. In ordering reservists to active duty several types of orders have heen
used, with variations as to the place wher: the men were assigned to active
duty; from which place the reservists were initially entitled to transportation,
and to which place they are entitled to transportation in kind when discharged
as provided in preceding paragraph. These types of orders and the places to
whieh assigned to active duty are:

(a) Orders to a unit of the Organized Reserve to move from its home
station to a given destination. Place of assignment to active duty: home
station of unit.
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(b) Orders to a Fleet or Volunteer reservist direeting him (1) to pro-
ceed at his own expense for physical examination from his home to an
intermediate point where, upon being found physically qualified, he was
(2) assigned to active duty and (3) ordered to proeced to a given desti-
nation to report for duty. Place assigned to active duty: the intermediate
point.

(e) Orders to a Fleet or Volunteer reservist direeting him (1) to he
physically examined in his home town where, upon bheing found physiecally
qualified, he was (2) assigned to active duty and (3) ordered to proceed
to a given destination to report for duty. Place assigned to active duty:
his home.

(d) Orders to a Fleet or Volunteer reservist (1) assigning him to ae-
tive duty at his home and dirceting him (2) (a) to appear at the same
place for physical examination where, upon heing found physically quali-
fied, he was (3) ordered to proceed to a given destination to report for duty.
Place assigned to active duty: his home.

(e) Orders to Volunteer reservists Class ITT (e) who were enlisted
subsequent to 6 February 1941 and placed on active duty immediately.
Place assigned to active duty: place where aceepted for enlistment. (This
can be found on page 1 of the man’s service-record book.)

8. When a reservist first reports at a station for active duty the command-
ing officer will make an entry in the serviee-record hook under the heading “Pro-
fessional and conduet record” showing the place and date the man was assigned
to active duty as described in paragraph 7 above. Such place and date can be
determined from an examination of the man’s orders and in some eases from
an examination of the health record if assignment to active duty was made
contingent upon heing found physically qualified at a partieular place. In
the cases of Class TIT (e) reservists enlisted subsequent to 6 February 1941
recruiting officers will exercise cave to make proper entry in service-reecord
hook as to place the man was accepted for enlistment,

9. The provision of paragraphs 6, 7 and 8 above, are intended to govern
the case of enlisted reservists who are honorahly diseharged while on active
duty but who are not entitled to travel allowance at the rate of five cents a
mile (Comp. Gen. decision B-14080, 14 Mar. 1941), although enlisted men of
the regular Marine Carps would be eantitled to such allowance under the same
eonditions. Tt is not intended that reservists who are discharged under condi-
tions that would not entitle & man in the regular serviee to travel allowanee
he transferred in this manner. (Sece art. 25-182, MCM.)

10. Reservists who are discharged under conditions which would not en-
title a man in the regular serviee to travel allowanece will be discharged at the
post. They are entitled to diseharge gratnity as provided in article 25-106,
Marine Corps Manual.

11, The Provisions of articles 3-30 and 15.23, Marine Corps Manual, gov-
erning the recovery of uniform clothing and the issue of civilian elothing are
applicable to reservists discharged while an nctive duty.

T. HOLCOMB.
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